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CHAD 


FRANCE DONATES FERRYRBOAT TO CONNECT CAMEROONIAN, CHADIAN BANKS OF RIVER 


Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 23 Dec 82 p 12 
(Article: "France Gives a New 60-Ton Ferryboat to Chad"] 


[Text] France has just donated a new 60-ton ferryboat to the Chadian Govern- 
ment. The ferryboat's construction cost is estimated at Fr CFA 85 million. 
The ferryboat's commissioning took place Tuesday morning at the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Chad in Ndjamena. 


In the customary speech delivered on that occasion, His Excellency Claude 
Soubeste, France's ambassador to Chad, emphasized the need to connect the 
Chadian and Cameroonian banks of the Chari River. In his act of donating 

the ferryboat to Chadian officials, the French diplomat said that this new 
boat increases the potential for links between Chad and Cameroon and that it 
will thus contribute to the recovery of the Chadian economy. In his speech 
he mentioned in particular the instrumental role played by the continual 
traffic in heavy and light conveyances that take the river route every day. 
Then he emphasized that the ferryboat constitutes the most important artery 
for trade and for providing Chad with means of communication with the outside. 


On behalf of the government, Mr Amos Reouiengar, the secretary of state for 
economy and commerce, responded to his fellow speaker and thanked the French 
diplomat and through him his country for the assistance which France has 
continuously been supplying Chad. Thanks were also addressed to the firm 
that built the ferryboat for having accomplished the work in so little time. 


The secretary of state pointed out that the commissioning of this ferryboat 
is a great event for Chadians, who understand very well the problem of their 
country's being hemmed in like an enclave. He showed great appreciation for 
the superior characteristics of the ferryboat, which from now on will enable 
Chad to provide transportation not only for its goods transiting through 


Cameroon but also for people. 


In conclusion, Mr Amos Reoulengar expressed Chad's gratitude toward the 
French Government and asked His Excellency Claude Soubeste to faithfully 
convey that gratitude to the French authorities. (ATP) 
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CONGO 


PREMIER MAKING TRIP TO HINTERLAND 
razzaville MWETI in French No 704, 16 Dec 82 p l 


[Text] Comrade Louis Sylvain-Goma, member of the Politburo, prime minister, 
head of government, leaves Brazzaville today for Owando, first stopping place 

on a tour which will take him to Oyo and Gamboma. He is accompanied by Benoit 
Moundele-Ngollo, minister of public works, Construction and Housing, by Rodolphe 
Adada, minister of mines avi energy, and by Elenga Ngaporo, minister of commerce. 


In Cuvette and Plateaux, Comrade Prime Minister witl preside at the inauguration 
of the bridge over the Como River and the Hydro-Cc igo warehouse in Oyo. 


He will then lay the first stones of the brigdes over the Kouyou (Owando), 
the Alima (Oyo), the Nkeni (Gamboma) and will officially open the second paved 
80 km stretch of the Etsouali-Oboya highway. 


This bears witness to the government's determination to put an end to the 
question of opening the hinterland during the next five years. For the 
government, in fact, highways constitute one of the priorities during the 
1982-1986 five-year plan. Their importance in the country's economic develop- 
ment programconstitutes a guarantee with two imperatives: Highways for regional 
intercommunication, highways for achieving self-sufficiency in food supplies 

for the population. This is why the political leaders of the country do not 


Skimp on the means to achieve this. 
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CONGO 


PREMIER PRESENTS 1983 BUDGET TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Brazzaville MWETI in French No 698, 9 Dec 82 pp 2,3 


[Excerpts] Comrade president of the National Popular Assembly, Comrade 
members of the Assembly Bureau, Honorable representatives, 


The Budget for the Second Year of the Plan 


The 1983 budget is the budget for the second yeur of the 5-Year Plan. It can- 
not disregard the lessons of the previous year. Besides, it is the result of 
the previous year. It is a budget amounting to 388.967 billion CFA francs, 
including 147.967 francs in the "investment" section and 241 billion francs 


in the "operating" section. 


Investment 


This proceeds from the broader orientations of the financial outline approved 
by the Central Committee during its session last August. In fact, in regard 
to investment, this outline theorizes that considering domestic Congolese 
economic conditions and world economic conditions, in 1983 the state's expen- 
ditures cannot be less than 120 bislion francs nor more than 140 billion. 


Indeed, at a level of below 120 billion, the country would run the risk of a 
recession which could be serious. At over 140 billion, the level oc invest- 
ment could lead to loans disproportionate to our debt capacity. 


In consideration of these conclusions, the 1983 investment budget is set at 
140.907 billion from the state, to which is added 7.060 Lillion in outside 
transfers, for a total of 147.967 billion francs. 


Operations covered by this budge’ are divided into two categories: operations 
in progress and new operations. New operations correspond to projects selec- 
ted to fall within the central logic of tlie Plan and to assure that in these 
first 2 years of the Plan, each region witnesses the commencement of at least 


one large project. 


The operations in progress, which incorporate the revivai of the state sector, 
alone consume 100.895 billion, or 71.57 percent of the total investment 


budget. 
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Consequently, only a relatively small portion remains to be alloted to new 
operations. In fact, it amounts to 37.702 billion, or 25.48 percent. The 
major new projects are: commencement of the first section of village centers, 
Support to peasant production, the second water plant in Brazzaville, paviny 
the Sibiti-Loudima highway, paving the Brazzaville-Mayama-Kindamba highway, 

the bridge over the Kouilou, the bridge over the Lefini, construction of a new 
barracks at Brazzaville, the Madingou and Ewo agricultural schools, the Loubomo 
rolling mill, the Lekana water system, and construction ot a building for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Cooperation. 


Finally, 2.95 percent of the funds are allocated for repayment of loans closed 
in 1982, contingencies and carryovers from 1981. 


The allocations by sector are distributed as follows: 

infrastructures and territorial development: 90.0105 billion, or 60.83 percent; 
production sector: 25.551 billion, or 17.27 percent; 

social-cultural sector: 7.645 billion, or 5.17 percent; 

party and state apparatus: 15.3905, or 10.4 percent; 

other budget items: 9.370, or 6.33 percent. 


the first two sectors, which rightfully represent the nucleus of the Plan, ab- 
sorb more than 78 percent of the total 1983 investment budget. 


Funding for the 1983 investment budget is distributed as follows: 


I. State funds: 67.975 billion, broken down as follows: 


a) transfers to investment 63.000 billion 
b) special tax on fuel 200 million 
c) income from state's portfolio 1.000 billion 
d) tourism tax 225 million 


e) interest from BNDC [National De- 

velopment Bank of the Congo] account 150 million 
f) interest from CCA [Congclese Sinking 

Fund] accounts 400 million 


II. Domestic loans for specific purposes: 14,500 billion, broken down as 


follows: 
a) equipment loans 3.500 billion 
b) advances from the Central Bank 11.000 billion 
Total domestic funds available to the 
state: 82.475 billion 

















I{[L. Other loans: 


(from local banks, purchaser credits, loans from international organizations, 


etc.) 
IV. Outside transfers: 7.060 billion 
Total investment budget funds: 147.967 billion 


Domestic funds available to the state represent 55.7 percent of investment bud- 


get resources. 


If the 4.133 billion expected from local banks is added to this, then the level 
of investment budget funding directly generated by the nationul economy is 
86.608 billion, which represents 58.5 percent of total funding. Finally, when 
outside transfers are added, we have a total of 93.668 billion, or 63 percent 
of the investment budget, in guaranteed funding. The remainder, or 37 percent 
of the investment budget, is composed of outside credits anticipated in the 
form of purchaser or supplier credits, or financial credits accompanying pur- 
chaser credits or credits anticipated from international lending organizations. 


[It is fortunate that the funds for state investment produced by the national 
economy represent the largest share of the investment budget. This is a basic 


condition for guaranteeing the achievement of our 5-Year Plan. 


In the years to come, we will strive to make this share even greater in order 


to limit our external debt. 

Operating Budget 

Comrade president, honorable representatives, 

Let us now proceed to examine the operating budget, whose total is estimated at 
304 billion as compared to 243 billion in 1982, or an increase of 61 billion or 
25.1 percent based on the updated 1982 budget which was increased from 213.500 


billior. to 243 billion by Decree No 82/970 of 6 November 1982, enacted within 
the context of the financial system in force. 


Budget income is broken down as follows: 


anticipated regular income amounting to 100 billion francs, as compared to 93 
billion in 1982, an increase of 7.53 percent; 


anticipated petroleum revenues amounting to 204 billion, as compared to 150 
billion ‘n 1982, or an increase of 36 percent. 


Regular income structure is as follows: 
tax revenues: 56 billion as compared to 52.3 billion in 1982; 


customs receipts: 40 billion, as compared to 39 billion in 1982; 
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uiscellaneous revenue, including royalties on forestry rights among other 
items: 4 billion, as compared to 1.7 billion in 1982. 


The increase in tax and customs revenue observed over tue past 3 years is bas- 


ically the result of a more intense and sustained economic activity, to a large 
extent rooted in the completion of numerous investments during this period. 


Petroleum revenues continue to dominate state resources, as they are close to 
67.10 percent of total income in 1983 as compared to 61.7 percent in 1982. 


Of all this anticipated revenue, 241 billion is allocated to cover operating 
expenses, strictly speaking. 


These expenditures are broken down as follows: 


public debt: 97.1 billion, as compared to 66 billion in 1982, or an increase 
of close to 31 billion; 





personnel expenses: 59.270 billion, as compared to 53.81 billion in 1982, or 
an increase of 5.460 billion; 


equipment expenditures: 23.355 billion, as compared to 21.398 billion in 1982, 
or an increase of 1.957 billion; 


overhead: 13.139 billion, as compared to 16.135 billion in 1982, or a 2.996 
billion reduction in expenditures; 


transfer charges, not including contributions to investment: 48.216 billion, 
as compared to 21.128 billion in 1982, or a net increase of 27.088 billion. 


As you will note, there is a tremendous increase in two categories: public 
debt and transfer charges. 


The increase in public debt takes into consideration our desire to honor all 
our commitments, especially those originating from restructuring our debt in 
1979 and 1980, the payments for which, foll.wing a short grace period, are due 
in 1983. The necessity of making provisions for currency fluctuations on the 
one hand, and possible new debt on the other have also been taken into account. 


The increase in transfer charges basically results from certain contractual 
obligations with regard to our state enterprises and the expenditures to be 
made for certain social-cultural departments, particularly national education. 


In regard to personnel and equipment expenditures, very significant expendi- 
tures have been made over the past few years, particularly from 1979 to 1982, 
which have enabled appreciable improvements in staff compensation, equipment 
and provision of services. No doubt, improvements are still necessary. in 
this regard, it must be stressed that the needs expressed were great but, con- 
sidering our resources, we have been obliged to reduce them to the strictly 
essential in order to maintain the priority granted to debt expenses. 

















These are the major outlines of the draft overall budget for financial year 
1983 that the government is submitting for your respected approval. As you 
have noted, it is characterized by: 

the urgent need to pursue the achievement of the 5-Year Plan; 


a concern to confront our debt situation; 


improvement and strengthening the quality of our management. 
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GABON 


NATION FRANCE'S 'MOST RELIABLE TRADING PARTNER! IN CENTRAL AFRICA 


Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Jan 83 p § 


| Article by Philippe Decraene: 'M Mitterrand's Trip: Gabon 
Determined To Maintain Its Threatened Prosperity' | 


| Excerpts | Libreville. -- "Let those who accuse me of being a 
dictator be made well aware that in the 15 years that I have been 
in office, this is the first time that State Security Court has 
sat and issued condemnations," President Omar Bongo told us, re- 
ferring to the recent Morena trial and the heavy sentences meted 
out at its conclusion to his opponents. 


After all, in the eyes of the head of state, there can be no pos- 
sible doubt. The Constitution establishes the Gabonese Democra- 
tic Party (PDG) as the nation's sole political party. Anyone who 
fights in one way or another to allow other parties to operate is 
thereby putting himself outside the law. That is where the mem- 


bers of this Movement for National Recovery -- Morena -- whose 
numbers and influence, as well as its real objectives, are hard 
to assess. Two factors have combined to fuel President Bongo's 


animosity toward them: the fact that they were welcomed on the 
Rue de Solferino by certain African policy-makers of the Socialist 
Party; and the fact that they have chosen to make an issue of 
his private life, and have thereby, in his view, gravely impugned 
his honor. , 


In this country, which has a scant million inhabitants, ethnic 
issues are still too important to overlvok. fhe reason why the 
president himself was able, without any particular difficulty, 
managed to rally broad consensus arountd his name and his person 
is that he belongs to none of the big ethnic groups which, PDG 
leaders believe, would willingly tear one another to pieces for 
control of the government. With his roots in the Bateks, a little 
tribe in southeastern Gabon whose tribal habitat spills over onto 
the territory of the People's Republic of Congo, he has had to 
reckon for some time now with an upsurge of ethnic particularism 
exploited by some of his adversaries. 


The trial of the Morena leaders reminded Gabon's government of 
the continued existence of unrest among the Fang. Consider: 
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every man in the prisoners! dock belonged to the Fang ethnic 
eroup, Which some say -- apparently with some exageveration -- 
constitutes a majority in Gabon. With close ties ot tiibal so- 
lidavity, the Fang, who came trom the north, mainly trom Cameroon, 
moved into Gabonese territory at about the same time as the French 
colonizers. Endowed with a remarkable capacity ror adapting to 
modern lite, Like the Ibo in Nigeria, tor instance, or the 
Bamilekes in Cameroon, the Fang, Like them, constitute an economic 
and human asset, but also a potential threat to the central 
government. 


Tribalism Resurgent 


Thanks to having toiled for 10 years in the shadow of tormer Pre- 
sident Leon Mba, who died in 1907 and whom he succeeded in ot- 
fice, President Bongo has considerable practical cxperience in 
dealing with the Fang. As a matter ot fact, Leon Mba belonged 
to that ethnic group, as did his principal political rival, M 
Jean-Hiiaire Aubame, now living in Paris, and as did M Jean-Marc 
Ekoh, now a fugitive from the current government, who was given 
a heavy sentence at last November's trial. 





In any Case, the Fang question is of keen concern to the Gabonese 
head ot state and to his opposite numbers and neighbors in Cameroon 
and Congo, on whose territories now live some major assemblages 

ot Fang or groups related to them. 


As tor the move purely political tensions, the PDG is doubtless 
not unaware of them, because the party is apparently more of a 
monolith than othe: Atrican parties of the same stripe. Prac- 
tically none of this is visible in the light of day, however, 

and none ot the 26,000 French nationals living in Gabon -- where 
they comprise a community that has grown sixfold in 20 years -- 
can Claim to know what happens in the closed councils of the 
single party, More numerous here than in most of the sub-Saharan 
states, the European advisers have nothing to go by save some 
technical tiles, and are almost totally ignorant of the nation's 
political life. 


The fact that the number ot ministers in the Gabon government -- 
more than 40 of them -- is the highest in relation to the popu- 
lation, and that their salaries are tour to five times those of 
their colleagues in neighboring countries is not enough to explain 
the total lack of ofticial challenge. The power of the presi- 
dential image plays a similar role. And finally there is prospe- 
rity. steadily climbing until quite recently. which helps to 
preserve concord and harmony on all sides. 


The economic situation has been relatively untavorable for the 
past several years. That is not to say that it is by any means 
catastrophic. In 1932, tor example, it was possible to halt 
the structural decline in oil production. Set at 7.5 million 
tons, it is nevertheless down from last year's level. On the 

















other hand, oil investments are up Ill percent over LY*O and 
topped 114 billion CFA francs in 1932.(1 CPA trance O.02 French 
francs). Meanwhile the drop in oil production (it was 11 million 
tons in 1970) is offset by the robust strength of the dollar, 
which is the settlement currency for oil exports. In 1Y%2, oil 
receipts to the Gabon government reportedly rose trom 271 to 20% 
billion CFA francs, a figure which, by itself, represents seven 
time the value ot all Benin's exports... 


Mining, which was more or less marking time throughout 190, 

has been showing some serious signs of recovery since the start 
of the tirst quarter of 1982. A mild recovery in the world steel 
market and the signing of several Lucrative contracts provided 
the underpinnings for this upsurge. After reporting declines ot 
more than 3 percent in 1980 and 1951, turnover in mining shot up 
by more than 1O percent in 1982. Uranium profited by simultan- 
eous increases in production and average price per kilo, and 
1,500 tons were exported. 


Estimated at 1.5 million tons of ore in 1952, manganese sales have, 
on the contrary, gone into stagnation. As the world's number- 
three exporter, Gabon here again benerited by the strength ot the 
dollar, since its prime customer is the American steel industry. 


Wood, which for decades was the country's sole resource, did teel 
the impact ot the sagging international markets in 19*1. In 19%2, 
however, the prices rose by around 20 percent, and production was 
just about equivalent to that of 1950, at more than a million 
cubic meters. Despite competition from Southeast Asian woods, 

the "foresters" made an anything but negligible contribution to 
Gabon's prosperity. In 1952, out of an estimated 534 billion CFA 
francs in income from exports, 403 came from oil and 40 from 

wood. 


The economy's weak point is still agriculture. [It is true that 
more than 50 percent of Gabon's territory is equatorial forest 
and that available manpower is almos*+ totally concentrated in 
mining, in the oilfields and in the Lumber camps and in the 
factories, although industry still accounts for only 5 percent 
of GIP. 


The 'Oil Attermath'! 


Determined to prepare for what they are already calling the "oil 
aftermath" (or oil hangover), Gabon's leacers have assigned quite 
special importance to developing agriculture: they target tood, 
far too much ot which is imported from neighboring countries or 
even from Europe, export crops, and livestock raising. In 1¥5l 
Gabon exported only 900 tons of coffee and 3,000 tons of cacao, 
and plans for modern plantations are now under development in 

the northern part of the country. 
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In the Lombarene region, made tamous by Dr Aibert Schweitzer, 
whose hospital has been modernized, vast plantations ot oi] 

palm are now in place. In the Haute Ogooue, where the presi- 
dent was born, sugar cane plantations have sprune up, and a 

sugar mill mow processes 14,000 tons of sugar each year, ot which 
a tourth is exported. Close to Mitzic, tin the Woleu-Ntem, there 
will be large-scale cultivation ot rubber, while truck eardens 
and orchards are now being planted around Port-Gentil, the na- 
tion's economic Capital, and on the outskirts otf Franceville, the 
terminus of the Trans-Gabon Railroad. 


Designed to open the way to economic development ot the country 
and to preserve its political unity, the Trans-Gabon is a spec- 
tacular achievement. "Even if [I have to make a deal with the 
devil, I'm going to build it," pledged President Bongo in 1909, 
exasperated at then-World Bank President MacNamara's turning 
down his request tor help. "France was the tirst to show conti- 
dence in us, and so | agrecd to President Mitterrand's coming here 
to see our construction sites," the Gabonese president told us 
last December. Built by Gabon practically single handedly, out 
of its own resources, and costing far more than projected, this 
railroad is the seed ot one of the bixgest construction projects 
in all Atrica. Since 1974, when construction began, the 10 
kilometers of track between Owendo and Ndjole went into operat in 
in lLO7e, [he French President wili tormally open the 154 kilome- 
ters of line from Ndjole to Booue. Still to be completed is the 
357-kilometer Line trom Booue to Franceville. 





Long perceived as a personal triend to ex-President Giscard 
D'Estaing, the Gabonese president was tor a time depicted as a 
potential adversary to Mitterrand and to the new majority in 
France. The French community in Gabon, most of it still loyal to 
the "right" whose interests it often represents, vears a share of 
the blame tor the propagation of that distorted image. As things 
turned out, thanks to the personal intervention of certain mem- 
bers ot their personal statfts who were aware ot the exceptional 
importance ot the Libreville-Paris axis, the two statesmen found 
fertile ground for understanding. The skill and drive of the new 
French ambassador, M Pierre Dabizies, a strong personality and 
thoroughly tamiliar with African issues, cannot but deepen that 
understanding. 


Falling heir to a situation difficult no matter how he looked at 
it, M Dabezies quickly managed to get dialogue going with his 
opposite numbers in Gabon. As a former paratroop oifticer, he set 
about calming some ot the anxieties ot the French community. 
without thereby alienating the support ot those French residents 
who, while supporting the Socialist option, teel much reassured 
by this Gaullist from the Lett. 


Although Gabon is "nobody's private hunting ground," as President 
Bongo likes to remind people, Gabon's relations with France are 














quite unlike those with any other country. There are, as of now, 
$50 French advisers scattered across the entire territory. As 

for education, 54 percent of the advisers and teachers are con- 
centrated in Libreville. France is the primary source ot aid. 
Several hundred French military personnel are permanently sta- 
tioned at Camp De Gaulle on the outskirts of the capital. Every- 
where you look, French companies are in the forefront ot business, 
although some competition -- mainly from Brazil and Yugoslavia -- 
is begining to emerge. 


In Central Africa, Gabon is France's most trusted partner. rhe 
United States, now engaged in a new diplomatic oftensive aimed 

at Libreville, is keenly aware of this, and Mr Reagan reportedly 
plans to welcome Mr Bongo to the White House next July. (Presi- 
dent Bongo met with Mr Reagan in June 1981.) Along with the Ger- 
mans, the Americans are also the only ones to take a real interest 
in the equatorial emirate of Gabon. True, Morocco and Saudi 
Arabia» whose rulers make no secret of their sympathies with the 
Libreville regime, are powerful partners in Gabon's diplomacy. 


In short, relations between the former mother country and Gabon 
are excellent, and there is no indication that anything will alter 
that state of affairs, even though Gabon's President is annoyed 

by the French press attacks on him personally and on his politi- 
cal methods. The suspension of sentences and early releases he 
has announced for the months ahead in connection with last Novem- 
ber's arrests and imprisonments should, in his view, put an end 

to what he perceives as an orchestrated Campaign against him. 
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GABON 


FRENCH EMBASSY DEVOTES ECONOMIC DAY TO NATION 
Libreville L'UNION in French 31 Dec 82-2 Jan 83 p 4 
[Article by Neltoh: "France-Gabon: For More Active Cooperation" } 


|Text] On 2 December at the French Center for Foreign Trade of Paris, 

an economic day devoted to our country and sponsored by the economic and 
commercial mission of the French Embassy in Gabon brought together repre- 
sentatives of French firms, the managing directors of ELF [Gasoline and 
Lubricants Company of France] Gabon and Eurotrag, and, of course, Mr Jack 
Sarnelli, the French mission's economic and conmercial counsellor. 





The object of this forum, organized in concert with Mr Etienne Moussirou, 
the minister of state for commerce and industrial development, was to better 
acquaint French businessmen with the Gabonese economic environment in order 
to get them more interested in our market. 


Nearly 300 heads of firms (a record number) attended, showing the importance 
of the event. They paid special attention to the three excellent statements 
of Messrs Sarnelli, Andre Cosse--managing director of ELF Gabon--, and 
Richardet--managing director of Eurotrag. What the speakers did was explain 
Gabon's economic situation, Gabon's petroleum activity, and the Transgabon 


Railway to the audience. 


According to Mr Sarnelli, the meeting is a logical result of the political 
stability and economic expansion of our country which, moreover, has a 
privileged status in the subregion vis-a-vis our traditional partner France-- 
a status stemming from our long common history. In the speaker's opinion, 
Gabon is likely to become a business crossroads, like Abidjan and Beirut, for 
the projvction of French activities into central Africa. He added that Gabon 
is a good financial and economic risk about which French manufacturers ought 


to be more confident than about anywhere else. 
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Furthermore, he said that this forum was meant in the medium term to bring 
about interpenetration of French and Gabonese business circles, with an eye 
to the birth--being encouraged by the authorities--of a class of businessmen 


that are Gabonese nationals. 


He also argued that this forum is meant to make French public opinion more 
aware of President El Hadj Omar Bongo's upcoming visit to Paris and of the 
second French-Gabonese economic days that might be taking place at that same 


time. 


Mr Sarnelli affirmed that the audience showed a favorable response to the forum 
initiative. Starting next year, in fact, a steady stream of 10-15 French 
businessmen would be coming on mission to contact Gabonese businessmen and 


actors on Gabon's economic scene. 


With regard to Franco-Gabonese economic cooperation, Mr Sarnelli stated that 
credits granted to Gabon and guaranteed by the French Government more than 
doubled this year. He concluded by saying that future prospects are especially 
promising since cooperation relations between the two countries are becoming 


stronger and stronger. 
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GABON 


BRIEFS 


ELF GABON BOARD MEETING--On 14 December the ELF [Gasoline and Lubricants 
Company of France] Gabon board of directors met at the company's head 

office in Port Gentil and Mr Andre Tarallo presided. The Gabonese Republic 
was represented by Minister Julien Mpouho-Epigat,yice-chairman of the 

board. One of the main points of this board meeting was consideration of 

the fiscal year 1983 draft budget. Following the explanations made by Mr 
Mare Cosse, the managing director, the budget was approved by unanimous 

vote. The budget document's major items indicate the following. To start 
with, the exploration effort will be continued and will require overall 
investment of Fr CFA 30 billion, while total production investment will be 
Maintained at a high level--121 billion. In addition, according to budget 
forecasts crude oil production will be maintained at the level of the 1982 
estimates. i‘inally, the board was informed about ongoing company activities: 
negotiaticns regarding the new wage agreements, classifications and scales 
for personnel that are Gabonese nationals; improvements in working conditions; 
work progress in construction of the various company and cultural facilities 
(stadium, club, etc.) .... [By Dady Bouchard] [Excerpts] [Libreville L'UNION 


in French 30 Dec 82 p 3] 9631 


GAMBA-LIBREVILLE FLIGHTS STARTED--Three Flights to Gamba Weekly By Air Gabon: 
Jean-Louis Messan, chairman and managing director [of Air Gabon], invited 

a number of notables yesterday to take the inaugural Libreville-Gamba flight 
via Port Gentil. By linking up the Gamba area to its domestic stops via a 
Fokker 28, Air Gabon thereby intends to extend its provincial network even if 
that may not pay financially. But noblesse oblige: the national company 

is first and foremost at the service of the Gabonese people .... Starting 
from the present time the Fokker 28 will carry passengers from Libreville to 
Port Gentil, Omboue, Gamba, and Mayumba on Saturdays and Sundays. On Mondays 
an Air Inter Gabon "Norman-Britten" flight will make a connection from Port 
Gentil to Gamba and back, which will bring the number of weekly connections 
stopping in Gamba to three .... [Excerpts] [Libreville L'UNION in French 


31 Dec 82-2 Jan 83 pl] 9631 
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FOUR-YEAR ECONOMIC PROGRAM NO BUDGET 


GHANA 


London WEST AFRICA in English 17 Jan 83 p 124 


[Text ] 


THE four-year economic programme 
announced in Accra on December 30 
suffered from a crucial defect: it was not a 
Budget. So it could launch all manner of 
measures, new structures and policies, 
without having to explain in detail how 
revenues and expenditures would be jug- 
gled in this difficult 1983. Of course, this is 
not to assert that Budgets resolve all 
mysteries of the economy. And given the 
problems the PNDC has had in uncovering 
the nuts and bolts of its economic policy, 
the forthcoming 1983 Budget is not ex- 
pected to be a piece of magic. But it must 
be more honest than this four-year “prog- 
ramme for reconstruction and develop- 
meni" which completely avoids discussion 
of the cocoa industry. 

The programme does begin to approach 
the vexed issue of currency reform, if only 
indirectly by the introduction of a repricing 
system for imports. In his section on 
macro-economic policy, Dr. Kwesi Botch- 
way, Finance and Economic Planning Sec- 
retary, noted the severe imbalance in 
government and sectoral finances, particu- 
larly the export sector. A comparison of 
landed prices of agricultural produce im- 
ports with domestic wholesale prices for 
the same commodities produced locally 
showed “staggering differences”, he said. 
These differences were partly attributable 
to excessive domestic costs of production, 
‘but equally certainly are also the result of 
the over-valuation of the cedi [which 
makes] imports artificially cheap. . . to the 
benefit of importers and the detriment of 
domestic producers’. Furthermore, the 
windfall profits accruing to importers (offi- 
cial and unofficial) and to traders with 
access to imported and locally produced 
goods at control prices have been mostly 
untaxed. 
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The outcome is the new system of 
repricing imports (in the context of the new 
State monoply of import trade) in order to 
end the situation where ‘genuine exporters 
are faced with financial bankruptcy while 
users of foreign exchange are either subsi- 
dised or else are allowed to pocket huge 
profits in the name of protecting the ° 
average consumer with artificially low- 
priced imports and foreign exchange’. The 
repricing system has yet to be spelt out, 
and the factors by which landed costs are 
multiplied are yet to be announced. 
However, in December last year, new 
prices were announced for sugar, rice and 
maize. In the case of rice, the price rose 
from C230 per minibag to C660 at a time 
when the black market price was over 
€1,000. To complement these significant 
increases, assurances were given that 
efforts would be made so that workers 
could buy the goods at official prices, 
and not suffer twice at the black market. 

It seems now that official prices may well 
increase again after the Budget. and the 
government will have to deliver on its 
promises to workers. The problem is admi- 
iStrative as well as political. The repricing 
is a form of compromise between the free 
market theory of allowing prices to find 
their own levels, and maintaining price 
controls when speculation is still rampant 
in Ghana. The political aspect arises where 
the frustration of impoverished workers 
when they go shopping (whose real wages 
are lower than in 1974) must be balanced 
out by their continued belief in the political 
process. However, until the over-valuation 
of the cedi is reduced, this push-and-shove 
between official and black market prices 
will continue to harass both the govern- 
ment and the public alike. 














CSO: 


A system of bonuses to exporters and 
surcharges on imports and on users of 
toreign exchange wiil be annuunced in the 
Budget. This was Dr. Botchway’'s pointer 
tO a new attempt at foreign exchange and 
exchange rate management whose admuin- 
istrauon will be very important. The 
intention may be to avoid direct devalua- 
tron by playing, in effect, on multiple 
exchange rates. 

On agriculture, the programme is mod- 
est and realistic, seeking merely to increase 
productivity of existing acreage under cul- 
tivation. It noted the poor agricultural 
output in 1982 due t> inadequate and 
erratic rainfall, as well as the PNP failure 
firstly to distribute imported fertilise: and 
secondly, to order some for 1981. 

Among the new structures launched by 
the Finance and Economic Planning Mints- 
ter was the Transport Board, comprising 
road, rail, sea and air transport enter- 
prises, and some attendant services. The 
pursuit of an integrated transport policy 1s 
justified bv, among other things, the desire 
to eliminate “the ruinous competition be- 
tween road and rail which has led to the 
virtual collapse of the railway industry”. 
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The new policy, is expected to enable 
mobilisation of external aid for the rail- 
wavs. aS well as to rehabilitate the large 
fleet of buses, haulage trucks and cars now 
ott the road. 

The programme did not spell out present 
policy on Ghana Airways Corporation, for 
example. In the case of another potential 
earner of more foreign exchange. the 
Black Star Line, the four newest vessels 
wili become self-accounting subsidiary 
companies, followed by the other i2 ships. 

Further details trom this programme will 
be published when the Budget comes out 
and the skeletons of policies receive flesh 
and funding. 

‘“Rationalisation” of the manufacturing 
sector will require examination. The esti- 
mated average import content of this sec- 
tor is 70 per cent. The foreign exghange 
contribution of cocoa which has declined 
seriously, coupled with the high cost of 
petroleum tmports, is) responsible tor 
aggravating probiems inherent to the eco- 
nomvy. Perhaps the central issue the Budget 
has to address is that of the currency, for 
example, the present exchange rate effec- 
tively subsidises petroleum products 











FOUR-YEAR RECOVERY PROGRAM OUTLINED 


GHANA 


London WEST AFRICA in English 10 Jan 83 p 65 


[Text ] 


THE PNDC government has announced a 
four-year economic recovery programme 
coupled with a warning to Ghanaians that 
the road ahead will be very difficult. In a 
radio and television broadcast the Finance 
and Economic Planning Secretary, Dr. 
Kwasi Botchway, stressed that ihe over- 
riding goal of the programme was to 
develop over the four years the founda- 
tions of a self-reliant and integrated nation- 
al economy. Outlining details of the recov- 
ery programme Dr. Botchway said the first 
year would be devoted to reconstruction, 
consolidation and preparation of econo- 
mic, social and political conditions for 
launching a three-year medium-term plan 
next year. He said the 1983 agenda could 
entail restructuring basic institutions of the 
economy including import/export trade, 
internal trade, tax and budget reforms, 
banking and insurance. 

Other aims of the recovery programme 
are to eliminate, through planned institu- 
tional changes, local and foreign exploita- 
tion which manifests itself in rampant 
malpractices in interna! and external trade 
and tax evasion and avoidance; to increase 
production to modest but realistic targets 
in a selected number of agricultural pro- 
ducts and selected manufacturing indus- 
tries in the first year; to increase produc- 
tion of food and industnal raw materials to 
planned levels in the context of the three- 
year medium-term plan; to lower the rate 
of inflation and to improve the distribution 
of goods, services and income. 

The secretary said that Ghanaians 
should understand that the continuing 
problems of the economy which manifest 
themselves in critical shortage of basic 
needs and the consequent detenoration in 
living standards of the vast majority of 
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people were not Ghanaian problems. The 
entire world, particularly the Western 
world, with which Ghana’s economy was 
most closely associated, was in crisis. To 
admit the universality of crisis is not to say - 
Ghana’s situation is a happy one. 

“It is simply to recognise that our prob- 
lems are not attributable to any innate 
cultural weakness in us as a people, that 
other people who are not Ghanaian are 
suffering from similar problems and that 
given the very structure of our economy, 
with its heavy dependence on imports, 
external factors do exercise trenchant 
effect in our internal development.” 

Those problems, Dr. Botchway went on, 
had been with us for many years and it was 
not very useful to pretend they had just 
been created. Many of the country’s dis- 
tinguished citizens who were loudest in 
bemcaning the wrecking of the economy 
were the very people who had contributed 
in greatest measure to the wreckage. 

The secretary announced that, in an 
effort to curb the needless drain on Gha- 
na’s foreign exchange resources through 
Over-invoicing of imports and uiader- 
invoicing of exports, government would 
monopolise export/import trade. _ 

He explained that under Article iss of 
the suspended 1979 Constitution, “Any 
person not being a citizen of Ghana who 
does not bring into Ghana foreign capital 
of such amount cs may be specified by or 
under an Act of Parliament for purposes of 
establishing a business in Ghana shall not 
engage in the export or import trade or in 
any industry.”’ 

That radical constitutional provision, 
Dr. Botchway went on, was not decisively 
applied by PNP government. Preliminary 
data so far gathered showed that many 








foreign companies and nationals engaging 
in trade and other business had transterred 
enormous resources in foreign exchange 
from the country although initally they 
brought in litle or no foreign exchange. 

Dr. Botchway stressed i was clearly not 
in the national interest that foreign com- 
pames and nationals shoula be permitted 
“to use our foreign exchange to trade or 
engage in any business, make profits and 
repatniate such profits in foreign ex- 
change’. He said the major advantage of a 
state monopoly of foreign trade, particu- 
larly import trade, was that it would 
eliminate quickly the incentive to corrupt 
public officers responsible for adininistra- 
tion of import licensing. | 

He said that under the programme 
“Confidential Rebates” which accrue to 
private importers as well as discounts and 
commissions at present retained Overseas 
by manufacturers’ representatives, would 
accrue to benefit of the state. Enforcement 
of existing laws such as the requirement of 
foreign exchange transfer to Ghana by 
fore.gneis as a condition of their participa- 
tion in ocal business would also apply to 
wholesa.e trade. 

Explaiuing the effect of new measures 
on existing, businesses Dr. Botchway said 
all expatriate isms and non-corporate per- 
sons engaged in wholesale trade would be 
required to contirm in wnting the dates of 
their registration and show documentary 
evidence of foreign exchange investments 
and compliance with applicable foreign 
exchange regulations. 

The secretary said Ghana's economy 
could not be revived by magic «nd warned 
that recovery wouid require hara work and 
resolute action by government and people. 
The road ahead would be difficult and the 
recovery effort would demand the strictest 
discipline in every aspect of national life. 

Continuing, Dr. Botchway said the crisis 
in the national economy had been there for 
so long that it has left ugly scars on the 
social system as a whole and many people 
had begun to yearn for instant and miracu- 
lous solutions. While conceding those ex- 
pectations as perfectly understandable he 
pointed out that in real life, and in matters 
of social and economic development, mira- 
cles did not happen Change must be 
through planned, deliberate acticn. 

In a direct reference to those Ghanaians 
who had left home for neighbouring coun- 
tries because of economic difficulties, Dr 
Botchway said Ghanaians shouid rem:m- 
ber that their country — Ghana — was the 
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only one they had and that the hospitality 

of foreign lands could never be a subsutute 

for the hospitality of their own country 
Other areas covered by the recovery 

Programme included banking, insurance. 

agriculture investment and transportation. 

1. Investment policy: Highlight of the 
radical changes envisaged are separate 
minerals as well as petroleum codes to 
Streamline, centralise and remove 
bottlenecks in processing of applications 
for prospecting and expivitation. 

New projects will be approved on cond:- 
tion that they are self-financing in fore- 
ign exchange terms. External account 
Status would be granted to new projec: 
as well as existing ones which satisfv © 
self-financing condition. The great me. : 
of the system is that foreign investors 
would be guaranteed transferability of 
Cividends and debt service payments. 

2. Banking: Government's stock holdii) 
in foreign-controlied retail banking is to 
be increased from 40 per cent to 80 per 
cent. The Banking Act of 1970 is to be 
amended to bar toreign-controlled banks 
from retail banking and redirect them to 
specialist banking without the prior re- 
quirement of local or state participation. 

3. Insurance: The State’s shareholding i 
foreign-controlled insurance compani*s 
to be increased from 40 per cent to 80 
per cent; state shareholding in Gha- 
naian-owned insurance companies will 
be 45 per cent. All self-emploved per- 
sons are to be covered by a cont *5utory 
social security scheme which should also 
include contributory national health i::- 
surance and unemployment benefits. 

4. Agricuiture: Recovery programme 
hinges on agriculture crash programmes 
which will be designed to increase supply 
of selected stapies, meat, fish and poultry. 
The purpose is to achieve modest but 
visible targets on the basis of existing 
acreage under cultivation. 1982 was 3 
particularly bad vear for agriculture 27 
the object of the crash programme »\.: 
to relieve the resultant shortfall 
achieve substantial savings in the fore ip 
exchange outlay that would otherwise 
have to be made for food imports. 

5. Transport: Ghana Transport Board (> 
advise Secretary for Transport and Coi. - 
munications on transport policy. 

6. State Enterprises: Existing state enter- 
prises are to be overhauled to ensure 
viability. The proposed Public Corpora- 
tions Service law will have the folloy. 
objectives: strict accounting procedu: 











and industrial democracy; preparation 0: 
manpower budgets and productioi. 
plans; stipulations of external ard 
domestic loan limits to ensure repay- 
ment of loans and interest; an end to th» 
irrational pricing policies which force 
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State enterprises to seti below bre: 
even point; production targets for ea 
establishment and, so long as raw m. » 
nals and other input needs are 7 
failure to achieve targets will make | 
staff and management answerable. 

















GHANA 


BRIEFS 


EMBATTLED STUDENTS--The National Union of Ghanian Students (NUGS), now led 

by K. Amoah Labi, appears set to resist moves to enlist students in another 
"national reconstruction" task-force similar to the student groups which 
moved cocoa early last year from the interior to the ports. The University 
of Ghana (Accra) was shut down with the help of the university Workers' 
Defence Committee (WDC) on 13 December, and shows no sign of reopening for 
the next term. A few students were injured at the time in clashes with anti- 
Provisional National Defence Council--PNDC (Jerry Rawlings’ executive power 
arm). Two days later the University of Science and Technology in Kumasi 

was also closed by the WDC there after anti-PNDC demonstrations. The WDC 

at the University in Accra has meanwhile demanded the expulsion of four 
students (Arthur Kennedy, Asamoah Boateng, Badu Ansah and Mr Peasah) on 
grounds that they received shortly before the demonstrations representa- 
tions from the now dissolved National Defence Committee (NDC). The latter 
was considered as the liaison body between the PNDC and the grassroots 
Peoples' Defence Committees (PDCs) until it was implicated in the 23 November 
coup plot. [Text] [London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English 5 Jan 83 p 8] 
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LESOTHO 


JONATHAN COMMENDS YOUTH SERVICE GRADUATES 
Maseru LESOTHO WEEKLY in English 7 Jan 83 p 5 


[Text] The Prime Minister Dr. Leabua Jonathan says those who said he was 
creating a child militia when he founded the Lesotho Youth Service (LYS) 
in 1968 must be convinced they had been wrong. 


Officially closing a ten-month vocational training course at the 'Mantsebo 
Pioneers Training Base, LYS, Maseru in December, Dr. Jonathan said the LYS 
had been established to provide school drop-outs with some training. Tui- 
tion at the LYS is free. 


The Prime Minister commended LYS graduates whom he said were reknowned in 
the Government service for their hardwork as well as being well disciplined. 
This, Dr. Jonathan said was due to the training they received which was in 
line with Basotho custom and tradition. 


The Chief Youth Organiser, Mr. T. A. 'Mamonyane, speaking at the same occasion 
said there was need for the establishment of more schools like the 'Mantsebo 


Training Base. 


He added that the 'Matheko Youth Centre in Thaba-Tseka also needs improve- 
ment so that more youth can be accommodated. 


More specialised training like motor mechanics and plumbing need to be intro- 
duced. Academic subjects at a higher level are a necessity because most have 


only reached standard seven. 


The LYS offers training in carpentry, home economics, tailoring and weaving. 


Apart from vocational training the youth are exposed to various community 
work programmes during their free time. In the past they have repainted 
old building, set up new vegetable gardens and gone on cleaning campaigns. 


{as published] 
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LESOTHO 





BRIEFS 


APPEAL HIT--The call by the Leader of the Minority United Democratic Party, 
for the removal of all South African Political Refugees from Lesotho is 
un-African, unfortunate and opportunistic, a spokesman for the Lesotho 
Government said. Commenting on a Press statement made by Mr. Mofeli 
recently the spokesman said that this call served the interests of South 
Atrica, which also clearly wants to see all refugees out of Lesotho. He 
added that it was treacherous that a man calling himself a politician should 
bend so fanatically to South Africa's whims, using Lesotho’s security as a 
pretext. This un-African attitude towards refugees, the spokesman said, was 
calculated to please South Africa so that it can support Mr. Mofeli in his 
hopeless bid to get a political footing in Lesotho. Mr. Mofeli was instead 
invited to advise South Africa to dismantle apartheid if it did not want to 
see refugees in Lesotho. The spokesman concluded that Lesotho would not be 
intimidated by military might from honouring its humanitarian and international 
obligations. Mr. Mofeli also made an appeal to western countries which have 
diplomatic relations with Lesotho and South Africa namely, America, Britain, 
France, Canada and West Germany to work as intermediaries between the quar- 
reling neighbours and to help restore mutual trust. [Text] [Maseru LESOTHO 


WEEKLY in English 7 Jan 83 p 5] 


CONSUMER INDEX--The consumption index for the Low Income Househs'ds rose by 
3.8% in July last year as compared to 1.9% during April of the same year 
according to the latest report released by the Bureau of Statistics. This 
index shows changes in the cost of living facing households whose total 
annual income was less than M500.00 in the Urban Household Budget Survey for 
the year 1972/73. The report shows that under the Food and Drink category, 
the increase in the cost of mealie-meal, sifted ineal, milk, eggs and potatoes 
has contributed to this increase. The increased cost of cement (+5.9Z), 
paraffin (4%) and utensils (4.6%) account for the largest share of the 
increase in the housing category. Under Clothing and Foodwear, the 

increased costs of blankets and other items of clothing especially shirts, 
dresses and underwear are the main contributors to the increase. In the 
miscellaneous category which rose by 1% during July 1982, domestic service, 
petrol and motor vehicles account for this increase. [Text] [Maseru 


LESOTHO WEEKLY in English 7 Jan 83 p 1] 
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NIGERIA 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SACKS 28 EMPLOYEES 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 7 Jan 83 p 32 
{Article by Jimmy Aderinokun] 


[Text] Twenty-eight National Assembly employees were yesterday given the 
boot. Reason given for the termination of their appointments were their 
inability to scale through interviews conducted for them by the newly 
created National Assembly Service Commission. [as published] 


Those affected included committee secretaries, legal officers, verbatim 
reporters and catering supervisors who had been employed prior to the inception 
of the National Assembly Service Commission. 


According to sources close to the commission, some of the employees were 
also demoted due to lack of requisite qualifications while excess salaries 
paid to them were reduced. 


It was understood that a mass interview was conducted by the commission to 
screen all the senior employees and assess their ability for permanent 
appointments in the service shortly after the commission took off. 


Ic was also gathered that majority of those affected included those who could 
not produce the originals of their credentials on demand. 


Before the bill establishing the National Assembly Service Commission was 
passed last year employment of staff was on temporary basis while some were 
contracted on individual capacity. 


It was gathered that the commission also took into consideration the economic 
Situation in the country, in determining the number of staff required by the 


assembly. 
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SENEGAL 


IDB LOAN FOR PROTECTION OF SUBTERRANEAN WATERS 


Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 6 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text] APS--The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) has just granted Senegal a 
loan of 1.66 million Islamic dinars (about Fr CFA 609 million). The bank's 
board of directors approved the granting of this loan to our country at its 


27 December 1982 meeting. 


The loan is granted to Senegal in the form of technical assistance within 
the framework of a research project relating to the management and protection 


of subterranean waters. 


The immediate objectives of this project are of three kinds. First, it isa 
matter of specifying Senegal's principal subterranean water resources in 

terms of quantity, quality, and development cost. Next, setting up a studies 
and think-tank unit within the Water Power Studies Department (DFH) is 
contemplated—-a unit capable of providing on a continuous basis the directives 
required for rational utilization and efficient management of those resources. 
Finally, it is a matter of working out a program for the protection of and 

an increase in subterranean water resources by having recourse to techniques 
of artificially refilling water layers. 


These objectives will translate in the field into operations such as the 
drilling of boreholes, inventorying sites that can be developed, the installation 


of piezometers, etc. 


The IDB's loan, which involves in particular the "subcontracts" section of 
the project, covers five geographical zones. These are the Meouane-Sakal, 
Louga-Nord, Sebikotane-Sud, Kayar-Noto Nord, and Tassette-Mbour arteries. 


The loan is being granted to Senegal interest-free, and in accordance with the 
Islamic Sharia it is repayable in 14 years with a grace period of 4 years. 
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SENEGAL 


EVENTS IN CASAMANCE SEEN AS WARNING, 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 30 Dec 82 p l 


[Excerpts] Neither curfew nor disturbance of daily life in Casamance: Sunday's 
demonstration in Ziguinchor had neither widespread popular support nor the 
threat of national or local peril attached to it which would justify any special 
state of alert. For all that, good causes win more votes, and Monday's rally 
quickly showed how vain the pretentions of a small group were to speak and 

act in the name of a whole region. 


Due to the precedent that they set, the negative impact that they might have 
on certain minds, their fundamental character or violence, sedition and rape 
of territorial integrity, their denial of republican order and their attempt 
to make the nation collapse, the fact remains that Sunday's events should 

be condemned unequivocally and their leaders denounced loudly and strongly. 

And all voices must rise up in this reproval in order to nip in the bud any 
vague desire to break apart national unity, our priceless wealth and our pride. 


Some of them must have really lost their minds if they can still succumb to 

the suicidal anachronism of separatism a generation after the denunciation 

of balkanization, and in spite of the enlightening lesson of the horrors and 
failures of secessionist attempts noted and deplored here and there, in Africa 
and elsewhere. One is amazed at this political childishness which consists 

of signing up a handful of people under a dubious banner, to think and delude 
them into believing that in this way one can stir up the masses of the Republic. 


Such blindness is only possible when one no longer perceives the evidence. 
The evidence is, however, enlightening. 


For after all, Casamance does not exist, cannot exist, without the rest of 
Senegal. It is a region like the others, of small dimensions in the image 

of a territorially small state which, because of this fact, is struggling 

to free itself from the handicaps of its colonial heritage thanks to a policy 
stressing integration into larger and more viabie units. The realization 

of Senegambia is the latest conquest of this efforc. 














Casamance is neither disinherited nor is it of a harmful nature to national 
unity, to the very idea of nationhood. It shares with other regions of the 
country certain geographical aspects, to the correction of which large, sustained 
and, moreover, unmatched investments have been devoted over the last twenty 
years. Nor does Casamance belong to one ethnic group or another. A rich 
melting-pot of peoples has been brewing there, based on such diverse ethnic 
stocks as are found nowhere else in the country. 


And then, a Senegalese first and foremost is, and defines himself as such; 
only later does he remember that he originally and incidentally belongs to 

a region and ethnic group. The national cement set up so long ago and has 
hardened to the point that there is no need to worry that a few shaking fists 
might break it apart. 


But nevertheless, the fact that it is possible for events to force us to reaffirm 
this evidence should urge us to question ourselves. For what has just happened 
in Casamance, no matter how limited its scope may be, is a warning. 
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SENEGAL 


EIGHT OPPOSITION PARTIES AGREE ON PLATFORM 


Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 6 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] A "platform for unity of action of the opposition parties" was signed 
onto by eight parties Tuesday evening at the headquarters of the Democratic 
League--Movement for the Labor Party (LD-MPT). It had entailed several weeks 
of work. The document agreed on and signed will be made public in the 


next few days. 


The joint statement consists of three sections. The first one, entitled 

"The Sufferings of the People,” discusses the stages of "three centuries of 
colonization and 22 years of ruinous policy." The second one, "Moving 

Toward Change," describes the requirements for a change in government personnel, 
and the third one, "The Program for National Salvation," comprises the 
electoral program that the opposition candidates are charged with defending 


during the election Campaign. 


In the political realm the Program for National Salvation proposes to "insti- 
tute a parliamentary system or a national people's assembly, decentralize 
authority, ensure the existence of the multiparty system and trade union 
pluralism, respect freedom of conscience and worship, and guarantee press 


freedom." 


Other measures are anticipated, such as revision of Law 64-46 relating to 
state property, and rural electrification. New provisions are also proposed 
for fisheries, livestock-raising, industry, etc. 


In the financial area the parties to the agreement made the commitment to 
"break away from the franc area, build an independent monetary policy, and 
promote a credit policy appropriate to the i.ew choices and orientations (...)." 


Finally, on the international level the statement proposes to "engage ina 
policy of being a good neighbor, of mutual aid cooperation, of scrupulous 
respect for independence and the borders inherited from colonization, and to 
contribute on a continual basis toward the safeguarding of peace in Africa 
and in the world, within the framework of genuine non-alignment." 


28 





Four out of the eight signatories support Mamadou Dia as their sole candidate 
for president. Those parties are the LD-MPT, the LCT [Communist Workers 
League], the MDP [People's Democratic Movement], and the UDP [Union for a 
People's Democracy]. The others--PAI [African Independence Party], PPS 
[Senegalese People's Party], PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party], and PIT 
(Party for Independence and Labor]--did not give their assent to the choice 
of a sole candidate and preferred to limit themselves to the joint statement. 


The Signatories 


LD-MPT (Democratic League--Movement for the Labor Party), LCT (Communist 
Workers League), MDP (People's Democratic Movement), PAI (African Independence 
Party), PIT (Party for Independence and Labor), PPS (Senegalese People's 
Party), PDS (Senegalese Democratic Party), UDP (Union for a People's Democracy) 
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NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE GRADUATION MARKED . 


Victoria NATION in English 27 Dec 82 pp 1, 10 


[Text ] 


THE first 768 graduates of the National Youth Service 
left the Port Launay village yesterday morning with fight- 
ing words for the enemies of the Seychellois Socialist Re- 
volution who were waiting to try to manipulate them. 


“Our enemies are waiting for you,” President Albert 
René, the Chairman cf the NYS Board, warried the de- 


parting students. 

However, speaking through 
a representative, the gra- 
duates assured the country 
that as the result of their two- 
year service, the generation 
of youths leaving the Port 
Launay village this year 
would not be easy to use. 


In a simple graduation and 
farewell ceremony on the vil- 
lage sports ground, Mr. 
René told ‘he students that 
although some were sad_ to 
leave, there also had to be 
joy as the time had come for 
them to join in the construc- 
tion of their society. 


The work ahead was long 
and hard and needed a lot of 
patience, Mr. René cautioned. 

This was especially so in 
the case of the NYS students 


who were returning to socie-- 


ty where the socialist spirit 
of brotherhood and unity 
taught in the NYS was mis- 
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sing. 

“Your work, your duty and 
your mission,” President 
René urged, “is to make the 
people understand that when 
you live in a society you are 
a social being and part of the 
whole family.” 


The President then noted 
that never before had so 
many children finished 11 
years of education in Sey- 
chelles: “You have received 
opportunities that many chil- 
dren before you did not get. 
And there are still more op- 
portunities ahead of you. All 
these bring on_ responsibili- 
ties. As from today, you all 
carry a weight on your shoul- 
ders.” 


The rest of society, and es- 
pecially the enemies of socia- 
lism, would follow closely the 
graduates’ progress and beha- 
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biour for flaws and mistakes, 
Mr. Reneé said. 


Some people were saving 
that the President had created, 
through the NYS, people to 
destroy him later on and 
hoped to use the © students’ 
special training against him. 

“But what the enemies do 
not realise,” Mr. René said, 
“is that you have all learnt 
that society does not belong 
to the President or his minis- 
ters, but to all the people. 


Addressing the President 
earlier on behalf of the stu- 
dents, }8-yearold Emile Ca- 
mille showed that he and his 
comrades had indeed learnt 
this, 


Though the graduates were 
dispersing to all parts of 
Mahé, Praslin and La Digue, 
he said, wherever they were 
they would all have the same 
aim “to construct this so 
ciety, to watch over the Sev- 
chellois Revolution, and to 
be always vigilant against any 
form of exploitation.” 


“We, ae young, are con- 
scious of what difficulties the 
society is going through now,” 
the students said. “Our ene- 
mies are doing everything 
they can to use us to desta- 
bilise our Revolution, 


“Our enemies should under- 
sand that this generation 
which is re-integrating itsel® 
into society will not be easy 
to use, They should under- 
stand if our country has taken 
the trouble to invest so much 
in us, it ig not for its own 
destruction, but to destroy all 
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who try to. stop the Revolu- 
tion. 

The NYS leavers then reas- 
sured Mr. René and the ocun- 
try’s leadership that they 
would always stand by their 
cide and be ready to fight and 
cefeat the enemy 


The President told the stu- 
dents that they were the first 
born of a new family that 
would hopefully continue the 
NYS spirit in the Seychelles 
People’s Progressive Front 
Natjonal Youth League to be 
set up next year. 


Both Mr. René and the stu- 
dents paid tribute to the NYS 
staff, acknowledging that pro- 
viding the best facilities. edu- 
cation and environment possi- 
ble for 800 individuals with 
as many characters and from 
as many different back- 
grounds, had been a momen- 
tous job. 


President René also per- 
sonally thanked the student: 
for “enriching” his knowledge. 

The red, white and green 
graduation certificates, each 
signed personally by Mr. 
René as the Chairman of the 
NYS Board and by Mrs. Flo. 
rence Bennstrong, the NYS 
Co-ordinator, were presented 
by Mrs. Benstrong. 


Throughout the ceremony, 
a pall of sadness and _nostal- 
gia hung over the students 
some of whom said that many 
had cried last night as they 
talked about the breaking up 
of this unique community. 


But it all slowly turned to 
smiles and excitement as a 





fleet of buses drove out 
through the Port Launay Vil- 
lage gates ard turned towards 
Port Glaud on their way to 
the different districts. 

There, at  gaily-decorated 
SPPF branch offices and so- 
cial centres, proud and happy 
parents, relatives and branch 
Officials were waiting with 
open arms. 

Another major stage in the 
education of Seychelles’ crea- 
tors of the New Socialist So- 
ciety had reached fruition. 


CSO: 3400/578 
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ACTIVITIES OF JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP GROUP REPORTED 


Victoria NATION in English 28 Dec 82 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 


SEVERAL projects in fishing, 
agriculture and tourism are 
being Giscussed with the Sey- 
chelles Government by the 
Japan-Seychelles Friendship 
Association as an interme- 
diary for the interested Japa- 
nese parties. 


The five projects being stu- 
died by Seychelles were the 
Subject of talks here last 
week with a six-man delega- 
tion from the Japanese bran- 
ch of the Association whici 
left for home last week-end. 


Professor Takesato Wata- 
nabe, the leader of the dele- 
gation and Secretary-General 
of the Japanese branch, told 
Seychelles Agence Presse be- 
fore leaving that the projects 
covered the development of a 
bonito inidustry and the pro- 
duction of crustaceans, intro- 
ducing hydroponics into Sey- 
chelles, setting up a Japanese 
restaurant, and tourism 
co-operation with the Nation- 





al Travel Agency (NTA). 


A bonito expert was expect- 
ed early next year to study 
the fish and bait stocks in 
Seychelles’ exclusive econo- 
mic zone, the Professor ex- 
plained. 


It was proposed that he be 
followed by five Japanese bo- 
nito boats. Tne money earned 
by these would go to the Sey- 
chelles Government to. build 
a bonito canning factory. 


More boats wouid then fol- 
low, this time selling bonito 
Caught in Seychelles’ waters 
to the factory. Japan would 
guarantee a market for the 
canned product. 


The Association has also 
submitted plans to set up a 
small pilot hydroponics sche- 
me. Hydroponics is the culti- 
vation of plants, especially 
vegetables, in water and with- 
out usitg soil. 
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Plans for the setting up of 
a Japanese restaurant, pro. 
bably at Anse Etoile, made 
Progress during last week s 
visit, Prof. Watanabe said. If 
all went well, he added, the 
restaurant would be opened 
next April, especially provid- 
ing an extra attraction for the 
growing number of tourists 
from Japan. 


Japanese cuisine used a lot 
of shrimps, prawns and lob- 
sters, the Professor explained, 
and to Felp here, another pro- 
ject proposed to study the 
feasibility of setting up a sort 
of farm for such crustan- 
ceans in Seychelles 


The fifth co-operation sche- 
me discussed by the visiting 
mission is already underway 
at the NTA. A Japanese tour 
guide is working there to deal 
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with visitors from her coun- 
try. 

Apart from these project 
talks and meetings with the 
President, the SPPF Secre- 
tary-General, and the Minis- 
ters of Planning and External 
Relations, National Develop- 
ment, Youth and Defence, 
and Health, the Association 
team also presented several 
gifts to Seychelles. 

Victoria Hospital received 
an expensive gynaecological 
delivery chair (photo below), 
Seycheiles’ sportsmen were 
given 30 footballs (photo at 
the top), and the President's 
office, the Ministry of Plan- 
ning and External Relations 
and the Department of Finan- 
ce and Industry were each 
presented with an automatic 
English-Japanese / Japanese- 
English translation machine 
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PRESIDENT'S 1983 BUDGET ADDRESS FEATURED 
Victoria NATION in English 29 Dec 82 pp l, i-xii 


chests Allocation of tund§ under the 1983 budget 
R O00's 
6.921.000 
7.548,000 
3,900 O00 
30,883,000 
91,684,000 
21,148,000 
2,356,000 
840,000 
0.000.000 
9.551 000 


President's Otfice and Household 
Department of Administration 

Department of -Pransport 

Department of Finance and Industry 
Ministry of Youth and Defence 

Department of Legal Affairs 

Judiciary 

Department of Audit 

Ministry of Education and Information 
Ministry of Planning and External Relations 
Ministry of Labour and Social Security 3,860,000 


Ministry of Health 401),954,000 
Ministry of National Development 5,000,000 
Pensions and Gratuities 11,201,000 
Fablic Debt 38,953,000 

143,309,000 


Centralised Payments 





1983 Government budget 438 .908.000 














Prudent management of the public finances and improving the climate for eco- 
nomic development are normal priorities for a Minister for Finance when draw- 
ing up his Budget. This obligation takes on a special significance at a time 
of international economic recession, such as we now experience. 


Because the international recession in its varied forms has had a damaging 
impact on our open economy, particularly in the field of tourist income, there 
are newer burdens to be carried today. We must all ensure that these burdens, 
unwelcome though they may be, will be shouldered evenly by all who can bear 
them. A progressive economic policy can only be implemented through the 
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collective commitment and action of all sections of the community. It must be 
built on the firm foundation of a caring and sharing society, so that in over- 
coming the immediate problems, we emerge more determined to achieve a healthy 
social and economic order which we can all respect. 


My proposals today, and Government policy throughout the year, will be firmly 
directed towards those ends. 


The experience of last year indicates that we have found it difficult, as a 
nation, to adjust to the new reality of international economic recession. But 
adjust we must, and my Budget proposals today are intended to encourage that 
adjustment in our individual and national interest. The pursuit of social 
justice in a basically healthy economy, beset as it may be by serious diffi- 
culties, has been a guiding principle for the Government in adopting the pro- 
posals which I will outline. I hope that they will evoke a positive and help- 
ful response at this critical time in our national development. Our renewed 
determination, following the dramatic upsets of the past year, to achieve the 
objectives of equity and a proper balance in our national finances will not 
yield immediate resuits in the year ahead, but it will make a major contribu- 
tion towards positive progress in that direction. 


There is an urgent need to reduce the balance of payments deficit and the 
level of Government borrowing. In seeking to reduce the level of borrowing, 
the Government have concentrated on curbing the growth of public expenditure, 
so as to ensure that taxpayers will be called upon to contribute only to ab- 
solutely essential services. We must see to it that the taxpayer's money is 
used effectively and in a manner that he or she will fully endorse. This will 
also ensure that the general burden of taxation is kept to the minimum consis- 
tent with economic and social priorities. 


The Budget must have regard to social as well as economic and financial aspir- 
ations, and to our capacity to pursue these aspirations, if it is to make an 
effective impact in achieving progress and harmony within the community. At 
the best of times it is difficult to reconcile the expectations and needs of 
the different elements in society. This year the constraints are especially 
severe. We are not exceptional in finding ourselves in this position. Many 
other countries have been faced with the problems of severe recession, infla- 
tion, rising unemployment and the need to generate economic activity. These 
problems extend beyond national boundaries into other countries. They have 
persisted longer and have been more severe than even the most pessimistic of 
commentators had earlier predicted. There are some signs that the worst may 
be over and there are indications that a measure of growth will be resumed 
abroad this year. 


The poor international outlook is both a challenge and a warning to our own 
relatively small but active economy. The Government have not been prepared to 
let the economy drift in the prevailing international recession. Active sup- 
port for investment, development and employment remains at the centre of the 
Government's strategy. The present lull in economic activity elsewhere must 
be seen as an opportunity for a breakthrough in the development of the na- 
tional economy. This will create the foundation for further and faster 
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national growth when more buoyant economic conditions follow the expected up- 
turn in world trade late in 1982 and in 1983. 


Concentration of available resources on productive investment can only be 
achieved, however, if the growth of current public expenditure is curbed. The 
1983 Estimates for the public services make it quite clear that the Covernment 
intend to follow this policy. 


Capital investment is essential if we are fully to develop the economy and 
meet the challenge of unemployment. We must provide more and more jobs. We 
are in the unique position in this context of having a young and growing popu- 
lation. This is both a challenge and an opportunity. Above all else it im- 
poses an obligation on us to create more employrent for the additional numbers 
seeking work. 


A proper sense of priorities for capital investment must be established and 
resources concentrated on projects which will yield a worthwhile return. This 
does not mean that essential social investment should not proceed, but it does 
mean that the social returns from such investment must be clear and substan- 
tial in order to justify the burden of borrowing that it entails. 


Our problems in relation to the public finances are formidable, but not insur- 
mountable. A sustained and businesslike approach across the broad sweep of 
public policies will, I believe, solve these problems without disruption of 
the economic and social lite of the community and the Government intend to 
proceed in this fashion. 


It is no solution to our problems continually to bemoan the ditficulties we 
face. We must approach the situation in a spirit of confidence and well- 
founded realistic optimism. If we are to make the progress that is necessary, 
we must go forward believing that we have the capacity to meet our 
aspirations. 


Before I turn to the details of today's Budget, I should like to comment 
briefly on the economic outlook. Prospects for a modest improvement interna- 
tionally are good. World oil prices have weakened recently. In the EEC as a 
whole for instance, interests rates and inflation have fallen and business 
expectations have been gradually improving. The EEC Commission believes that 
an economic recovery is under way in Europe and that it should gain momentum 


as the year progresses. 


We must be ready in Seychelles--and I believe we are--to take advantage of the 
anticipated better economic climate. 


Due to circumstances beyond our control, but which the Government are taking 
steps to counteract, the economy responded rather sluggishly in 1982 to the 
various incentives available. The Gross Domestic Product which stood at 
around R 930 m. in 1980 and 1981 will have dropped slightly in 1982, largely 
due to the drop in tourism income. However, prices performed well and as a 
direct result of Government policy the rate of inflation has fallen 


dramatically. 











The value of imports in the first half of 1982 is provisionally estimated at 

R 327.4 million, an increase of 15% over the level of the same period in 1981. 
Both exports and re-exports were below their 1981 level at R 6.5 million for 
exports (-42%) and R 27.0 million for re-exports (-34%). The net effect was a 
trade deficit of R 293.9 million, an increase of 27% compared with the first 
half of 1981. 


A consequence of slower yrowth mainly through reduction in tourism 
income and higher oil prices has been a worsening of the balance of payments 


position. 


Only 100 tonnes of copra were exported during the first half of 1982 (an 
87% decline below the 1981 level). Cinnamon bark exports on the other hand 
were boosted to 317.5 tonnes in the first quarter. There were no exports of 
cinnamon bark in the second quarter but a 38% increase over 1981 was 
recorded for the first six months. However, the unit price of cinnamon bark in 
this period was 21% below the 1981 level. 


The quantity of frozen fish exported in the first quarter of 1982 was 47% 
higher than in the first quarter of 1981. However, with a much reduced price 


per tonne the value increased only slightly. 


The value of re-exports fell in the first half of 1982 mainly as a result of a 
38% reduction in the value of sales of petroleum products to ships and 
aircrafts. 


Imports in the first quarter of 1982 were boosted by large increases in the 
value of industrial machinery and manufactured goods. In due course, the 
Seychelles economy may expect a return from this investment in capita! 
goods. 


An 18% decrease is shown in the vaiue of petroleum products imported 
during the first half of 1982. 


During the first nine months of 1982, 28% fewer visitors came to Seychelles 
than during the same period in 1981.The average length of stay in 1982 at 9.6 
nights is fractionally above the 1981 figure for the same period. The loss in 
earnings from tourism is estimated at 15% of the 1981 total of R 289 million. 
Occupancy rates in hotels have fallen to 36% for beds (5€% in 1981) and 41% 
for rooms (56% in 1981) in the first seven months of the year. 


Figures for the first nine months of 192 show that the production of green 
leaf for use in the manufacture of tea fell by 25% below the 1981 level. Other 
manufacturing output performed as follows: 





Cigarettes + 16% 
Soft drinks + 5% 
Beer and stout - 22% 
Electricity + 3% (January — June) 


The output of Le Rocher Abattoir dropped below the 1981 levels by 10% for 
cattle and 5% for pigs. 


Recent price trends have been dominated by the effects of the revaluation 
of the Rupee in March 1981 and by the introduction of strict price control on all 

















imported goods since August 1981. The average rate of inflation over the 
previous twelve months has fallen to 0.4% from a peak of 16.2% in May 1981 

Comparing the first eight months of 1982 with the same period in 1981, the all 
iterns low income index has failen by 1.5% Deiow its level in 1981. The index 
for imported goods has decreased by 6.3% whilst the locally produced compo- 
nent of the index has increased by 3.0% compared with ithe same period in 
1981. 


The number of persons in formal employment reached 15,500 in June 
1982,adecrease of 3% since June 1981. Public sector employment increased 
by 400 whilst private sector employment deciined by 1,000 Large numbers of 
school leavers have been deferred from starting work by the NYS scheme, the 
first output from which will be seeking employment in January 1983. 


Looking beyond the immediate present and in the context of the National 
Development Plan, the Government will continue to concentrate on a vigorous 
and programmed expansion of the product:ve base of the economy as the 
centrepiece of their medium-term strategy. Continuing priority will be given to 
investing in the directtly productive sectors and to providing and strengthen- 
ing the productive infrastructure. This ts essential if our predominantly youth- 
ful and increasing population is to have the employment opportunities to 
which it aspires and which !t is entitied to expect. The performance of the 
agricultural sector is of vital :mportance to the economy but one must !ook to 
the other sectors also for employment opportunities. There is no defensible 
alternative to a strategy of growth across the entire economy. This must be 
pursued with due regard to ensuring social justice and assisting the vulnerabie 
members of society. Socia! investment, therefore, must grow in reasonable 
relationship to overal! economic capacity. 


The Government intend, therefore, to pursue a careful and restrictive 
approach to public expenditure in generai. In setting expenditure allocations 
this year, the Government will pursue a policy of maximum efficiency in the 
public services and wil! ensure that the costs of the various services are kept 
under strict control. The Government wiil also be obliged to be more select've 
in implementing desirabie reforms than they might otherwise wisn to be. in 
the case of some services, the scope for increasing receipts for the provision of 
these services will be continuously scrutinised, as has been done this year, 
with a view to securing a greater proportion of their costs from those who 
benefit directly. Furthermore, there are many claims made at Budget time 
INvOiving increased public spending or reduced taxation. To the extent thatthe 
Satisfaction of these claims does not contribute to the Government's priority 
objectives, it will be difficult to justify acceding to them. The Government 
believe that they have the support of the community for this approach and that 
the need for greater selectivity in public spending and for directing all availa- 
ble resources to the achievement of the priority objectives is widely accepted. 
Careful contro! of public expenditure on its own, however, would not be 
sufficient to produce the necessary decline in the overall borrowing require- 
ment especiaily if adequate additional resources are to be made available to 
support job creation Tax measures and more specific changes in otherwise 
likely public spending are aiso necessary 

The level of social, economic and other services to which the taxpayer 


contributes has grown over the years and the demands for further extensions 
of these services are virtually unending. However, itis time for us to take a hard 











look at the position and to accept that services can only be provided if we are 
willing to pay for them The changing social and economic climate requires a 


continuing re assessment of easting services. If we are to cater for the pres 
sing needs of today and tomorrow, we cannot blindly assume that yesterday s 
services must all remain intact 


As 1s evident from the published Estimates, the Government's aim in 
reviewing expenditure has been to ensure that taxpayers will be called upon tc 
contribute only to absolutely essential expenditure. At the same time the 
Government's objective is to redistribute expenditure, concentrating on the 
areas of greatest need and potential so that the maximum economic and social! 
benefit is derived from it 

The process of curbing expenditure involves many difficult decisions. It 
also comes up against the constraint that much of Government expenditure 
Cannot be changed tn the short-term because of virtually fixed commitments. 
It is unreasonabie to suggest that such commitments can be significantly 


altered in any one year. 


The Government's specific targets for reducing the numbers out of work, 
redressing the serious imbalance in our international payments position, for 
increasing national output and for lowering the borrowing requirement as a 
percentage of GDP form the critical reference points for policy decisions. Other 
goals, however desirable in themselves, must be subordinated to the drive for 
Success in these priority areas. 


All these targets are inter-connected and mutually supporting but the 
primary emphasis must be placed on action to increase employment. Une- 
mployment leads to obvious economic costs. It represents a waste of the skills 
of those out of work. It prevents the unemployed from being net contributors 
to the creation of national wealth and obliges them instead either to become 
dependent on resources produced by others or to emigrate. Apart from its 
economic costs, unemployment is an evil that corrodes the self-respect of the 
individua! and seriously damages the lives and outlook of young people. It can 
disrupt family life and give rise to great human suffering. It threatens the 
security of those in vulnerable jobs. For the Government, therefore, the provi- 
sion of more jobs is both the most urgent economic necessity and compelling 


social priority. 


The tourist industry’s contribution to the economy, even in the present 
depressed state of the industry, is already considerable but is capable of 
further expansion. The fact that tourism is highly labour intensive, has a low 
import content, is highly beneficial to the economy in terms of foreign earn- 
ings and Government revenues generally and cuntributes to regional develop- 
ment, requires that it be given special attention in the Government's planris. 


The opening paragraphs to this address outline the effects which the world 


depression is having on economic activity in general. Many spheres of activity 
are affected including tourism which is a most competitive business nowa- 


days. Fiscal year 1982 is proving to be a very difficult one for Seychelles for 
reasons which have largely been beyond our control. 


It :s estimated that the total number of foreign tourists fell by 23% in 1982 
compared with 1981 (46,000 against 60,000). The year 1981 was in itself a bad 
year compared with previous years. Since tourism represents such a signific- 
ant contributor to Seychelles, balance of payments, the impact of such develo- 
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pments ts very serious for the economy and, as already remarked, requires the 
closest attention in policy terms. 


The restructuring of the Tourist Board will have peen completed by the end 
of 1982. The basic aim of the new Board is to arrest the decline in tourism 
which ts taking place i.e. to achieve a levelling off in the industry and bring 
about an increase of 10% in 1983. This would be the most that could be hoped 
for. Thereafter (i.e. for 1984) it is hoped that from the enlarged platform created 
in 1983 and with proposals, at present under active consideration, for product 
development coming on stream in 1983 an increase in tourism numbers and 
income, which would be a product of innovative deve!opment measures, 
ranging from 25% to 30% would be brought abouvin 1984. 


Development of secondary markets (i.e.those outside continental Europe) such 
as Japan, Reunion, the Middle East and USA will receive high priority. The 
Serious situation of access transport is however, a question which needs to be 
Overcome. Total tinancial requirements for tourism for 1983 (including admin- 
istrative expenditure) is kK 15 m. Tnis is recurrent expenditure. There is no 
direct capital expenditure on tourism planned for 1983. 


The emphasis of immediate Covernment policy is on economic objectives. It 
Stems from the belief that economic advance carries with it direct social 
benefits and that substantial social improvements in other areas cannot take 
place unless there is the necessary economic progress to support and finance 
them. The primary value of these dimensions of social progress is neverthe- 
less fully recognised, and it is not intended to diminish them. 


Consideration of social policy nave tended to focus on the availability and 
better distribution to all citizens of those benefits which in our society the 
majority regard as an acceptable minimum. Primary matters for attention have, 
therefore, been the maintenance of income an an appropriate level and a grow- 
ing proportion of the population. In addition to these core elements, special 
groups such as the elderly and the handicapped are cared for. In practice 
there have been tew areas of social concern where the State has not been seen 
as having a role. The Government are committed to the progress of social pol- 
icy along such lines, but would regaru it as wrong to develop secondary ser- 
vices and support systems to the neglect of more fundamental social needs. 


In the present circumstances of our society, the elimination of unemploy- 
ment must be viewed noi only as an economic objective but also as a major 
contribution to social progress, which apart from the direct benefits to indi- 
viduals, will enable many problems in the health, housing and income mainte- 
nance areas to be tackled. Ending unemployment will not of course deal with 
all problems tn the sociai area, but it is the overriding social responsibility of 
the Government at the present me and must, therefore, command priority. 


In giving priority to expenditures on ‘ob creation it will not be possible to 
allow the simultaneous rapid development of other services, no matter how 
desirable these may be when viewed in isolation. Consequently, the growth of 
expenditure on these services cannot be as rapid as in the past. Inevitably 
restraint must be exercised in those areas where the bulk of Government 
spending takes place. In the current year almost 35 per cent of total recurrent 
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spending can be classified as of a broadly social nature. Whilst controlling the 
growth of this spending the Government wil! ensure that the 1983 level of 
social services ts at least maintained, despite a growing population, for those 
who genuinely need them 


In last year's budget address I referred at some length to the parastatal 
sector and to their organisation and main functions. I do not intend to go 
into such detail here again. However, I wish to emphasise that the parasta- 
tals occupy a crucial position in our young economy and can be looked on, in 
addition to tourism, as the main engine of growth in Seychelles. Much de- 
pends on them and, equally, much will be expected of them. It will not be 
sufficient to set them up and let them drift in accordance with their own de- 
vices. Policy has been established and appropriate reporting and evaluating 
mechanisms must now be set in train. It is the Covernment's firm intention 
that each body will be required to submit reports and accounts of overall 
trading results each month for scrutiny by the Department of Finance and In- 
dustry. Particular attention will be paid to the rate of return, real or 
social, in the parastatal organisations and the Board of Directors and gener- 
al manager in each body will be held responsible for adequate performance by 
his organisation, in accordance with a set of criteria to be laid down for 


each parastatal. 


The Government regard the extension of the productive base of the economy as a 
major national goal and will look mainly to the parastatal sector for a major 

push in this direction. It complements that of achieving a sustained rise in 

employment levels and real incomes. 


Expansion of demand through general increases in private and/or public spend- 
ing would have only marginal and temporary effects. Those effects would be 
nullified quickly as a result of bottlenecks in the productive systems, and by 
the inflatory impact on cost and the burden of debt service. For really last- 
ing effects additional productive employment has to be created. Desirable ac-~ 
tion here needs to be considered against the background of recent industrial 


trends. 


Development measures in the 1980's must be aimed at securing more industrial 
investment, at exploiting the output and employment potential of important 
natural resources, and at ensuring that the capacity of agriculture to con- 
tribute to national income and sustain employment is fully utilised. Progress 
in those directions will make for increased activity in the services sector, 
and will provide the resources to meet demands for better public services in 
education, health and other areas. 


There is no reason in principle why there should be any rigid distinctions 
between the State and the private sector in the industrial sphere. Both sec- 
tors can complement each other in assisting industrial development. A number 
of the industrial parastatals have substantial investment programmes already 
in hands. Further investment will be encouraged by the Government, especial- 
ly where it will provide additional employment and where a reasonable return 
on that investment can be expected. This implies that exising parastatals 
that have the necessary commercial management and technical expertise will be 
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encouraged to expand and diversify their operations under conditions similar 
to those which apply to private sector firms and that new bodies mav be 
established for new undertakings wherever suitable projects can be identified. 
Joint ventures between the State and private interests might also provide an 
appropriate means of expansion where the financing required and the risks in- 
volved are beyond the resources of the private interests. 


A number of State agencies are directly engaged in industrial promotion and 
development. Co-ordination arrangements between these agencies have been rea- 
sonably good and will be turther improved through the forum for consultation 
and exchange of ideas provided by the Seycheiles National investment vonpere 
tion. In particular, SNIC facilitates better liaison between these agencie 

in the work of identifying products suitable for manufacturing here, in the 
development of our natural rescurces and establishing closer linkages between 
existing and new industries. 

To achieve the toregoing results will require must effort. The Government 
will adopt ail basic supportive measures to tnat end. The necessary capital 
for project and infrastructural development is in short supply, and it behoves 
us to ensure that scarce capital is used as cost effectively as possible. 

With a view to ensuring that capital which is available for development is 
used to maximum effect, the Government are embarking on work to establish 
priorities in public expenditure. This work will be the responsibility of the 
Economic Planning Department and of the Department of Finance and Industry 
working in close co-operation. Steps have been taken to strengthen still fur- 
ther the necessary critical criteria in the appraisal of all projects to be 
undertaken in the future. Side by side with that, the Departments will be 
working on identifying sectoral priorities and ranking projects in order of 
benefit to the community. chief among these sectors will be agriculture, 
fisheries, education and health. 


1982 has been declared the Year of Agriculture in Seychelles to emphasise the 
crucial importance whicn attaches to this sector in the lives of the commun- 
ity. The Agricultural Plan, which was completed earlier this vear, acknowl- 
edges the determination of the Government to bring about a high degree of self 
sufficiency in food. One of the principal constraints of Seychelles’ economic 
progress is the large external deficit on our balance of payments. The con- 
centration on agriculture will involve not only increasing agricultural output 
and more efficient use of the land resources but also the gradual changing of 
consumer habits from import orientated to domestically produced food items. 

As I have stressed earlier, in agriculture as in any other desirable pursuit 
for the common good, it is vital that we approach and tackle this objective as 
one united community, producers, consumers, and government working together to 
demonstrate our basic strength as a caring and sharing society in every sense. 


The plan for agriculture is a far reaching and comprehensive one and covers 
all main aspects of successful agricultural development from the necessary 
production and marketing structures, analysis of our basic resources, inves- 
tigation of consumption patterns, of import content with a view of substitu- 
tion, land improvement, farm management, living and working conditions. The 
possibility for further down-stream expansion by way of processing and ad- 
vancement oi agri-business generally will be borne in mind. 








No less important in the collective lives of this community ts the advance- 
ment of our fishery policy. Work 's proceeding in the relevant departments to 
define strategy and refine existing structures. The contribution which the 
fisheries sector makes to GDP ts quite a large one. Fish is the second largest 
export after copra. The fisheries policy when publisned will be equally far 
reaching as the Agriculture Pian and will cover such matters as organisational 
structures, fleet structure, research and development, licensing policy relating 
to foreign vessels, marketing and legislation. 

Inherent in this approach will be the emphasis which will be placed on 
manpower training, boat building and modernisation, landing places for more 
efficient handling of fish, icing plants, ancillary industries and fishery 
protection. 


The year that is now drawing to a close has been in some ways even more 
difficult than 1981 for the Seychelles Monetary Authority. Yet, despite the 
small size of the resources of the country, and the very open, liberal character 
of its economy, many of these difficulties are being dealt with in a satisfactory 
manner, keeping the country on an even keel, and maintaining as much as 
possible the momemtum of economic and social well-being of the people. 


|i would now like to touch on the more significant developments of this year 
in the areas of money and credit and external accounts. Till the end of 
September, total credit provided by the financial system, i.e. the Seychelles 
Monetary Authority and the six commercial banks, expanded by about 30%, 
some 4 percentage points siower than in the same period of 1981. The expan- 
sion this year has been particularly influenced by the needs of the parastatals 
to develop their activities towards relatively viable levels and acquire some of 
the infrastructure required for such activities. Of course, Government also had 
to resort to local borrowing, but this has been chiefly to bridge the gap before 
receipt of aid and loan funas already committed to Seychelles. Secondly, 
tourism declined even more seriously than in 1981. Again, till September this 
year, earnings from tourism were only three quarters of what they were in the 
same period of 1981. This, as everyone knows, was largely for reasons beyond 
our control, especially deeper recession in the countries constituting the 
tourist markets for Seychelles, aggravated by externally manipulated at- 
tempts to hurt the country. Around mid-1982 tourism had begun to pick up. Til! 
July, tourist arrivals were about 30% lower than during January — July 1981. 
Beginning with April 1982, the difference, as compared with the same months 
of the last year, began to steadily narrow — from 47% in March to 33% in April 
and only 11% in July. The unfortunate events of August widened the gap again 
to 30%, improving to 20% in September. 


The effort to maintain the tempo of development when tourism was at a 
low ebb, imports were flowing in almost unabated — though there seems to 
be a welcome drop in the amount of food imports, — and aid and loan funds 
were flowing rather slowly, has resulted in the balance of payments being in 
deficit. Of late, the pace of this deficit seems to have slackened somewhat. 
Nevertheless, both the Government and the Monetary Authority are monitor 


ing the developments vigilantly 


The commercial banks have, therefore, been under stress aggravated by a 
drain on their deposits resulting from financing of imports and transfer of 
funds abroad for investment and other purposes. The Monetary Authority is 
steering the course very carefully, taking corrective policy measures like rais- 











ing the reserve requirements of tne Danks, and exercising Superviso ¥ Control 
over certain loans and advances jointly with the Department of Finance and 
Industry. The Government is firmly committed to maintaining the existing 
liberal exchange sysiem as well as the present vaiue of the Seychelles rupee 
The revaluation of March, 1981, nas proved rewarding Assisted by mark-up 
control cn all imported commodities and the extension and implementation of 
strict price control, it has contributed to the exceptionaily low rate of inflation 
in Seychelles since 1981. 


The Monetary Authority has continued io make sieacy progress and has 
assumed new responsibilities during 1982. A programme to modernise Sey- 
chelles coinage has been completed during the year. Earlier in the year, the 
Monetary Authority successfu!ly floated a new Government stock — 9% Sey- 
chelles stock 1989-92 and preparations are under way for the Authority to 
handle the issue of Tenants’ Rights Annuity Bonds under the Tenants’ Rights 
Act of 1981. Asecond round of regular bank inspections is proceeding with the 
assistance of an expert assigned by the i.M.F. in these Gays of balance of 
payments difficuitres, the management of exiernal reserves, while paying due 
regard to Government s desire to maintain a free exchange system, 15 in itself 
a particularly challenging responsibility which the Monetary Authority has so 
far discharged with a good measure of success 


By far the most important deveiopment for the Monetary Authority during 
the year has been the assumption by it of full responsibility for ail banking 
operations of the Central Government. This was achieved in mid-September 
by taking over the Central Government accounis from the Barclays Bank Int. 
Ltd. In this connection | wish to express the Government's appreciation of the 
excellent services which the Barclays Bank had extended for 23 years as 
bankers to the Government. With this developmernit, the Monetary Authority 
has reached a stage where it is performing virtually all the functions of a 
central bank and it is therefore the intention of the Government to convert the 
SMA into the Central Bank of Scycheiies in the new year. In order to cope with 
enlarged responsibilities, the Monetary Authority has had to strengthen its 
operational and research staff during the year and also persevere with tneir 
training. With the expecied completion in 1982 of the new building now under 
construction, the Monetaiy Authority will have entered a new phase in its 
development with the new image as the Central Bank of Sevchelles. 


Education and Information has again been allocated the Diggest share of the 
budget 


Tremendous efforts have been made since Liberation to improve facilities 
and staffing in all schools, so that ail Seychellois children can be provided with 
equal educational opportunities. The structural reform programme based on 
the zoning policy initiated in 1978 saw its conclusion in 1982 with the construc- 
tion of the Beau Valion and Pointe Larue schools. However, the construction of 
specialist science rooms and libraries has not been completed. An additional 
20 of these rooms wil! be built in 1983. The increased enrolment in primary 
schools will also necessitate the construction of 14 additional classrooms. 


Following Government's commitment to provide a hot mid-day meal to all 
children who wish to take advantage of this facility, 14,425 children were 
registered for school meals by the beginning of the third term of 1982. This is 





expected to increase to 17,000 at the beginning of 1983. Six School Meals 
Centres are presently in operation. In 1983, one more Schoo! Meals Centre wil! 
be constructed at Beau Vallon. 


In 1982, it was decided that creche education should be an integral part of 
primary education. All creches were integrated with primary schools, and 
primary school headteachers became responsible for the creche section of 
their schools. 37 creches were opened in the course of the year, and total 
enrolment in creches stood at 3526. In 1983, 10 additional purpose-built 
creches will be erected at Grand’Anse Mahe, Sans Soucis, Les Mamelles, 
Glacis, Cascade, Plaisance, Hangard Street, Baie Lazare, Beau Vallon and Mont 
Plaisir. 


With the zoning building programme nearing completion, the emphasis in 
1982 was placed on the quality of educatian given to our children. It was 
decided that there should be closer supervision of the learning process at 
classroom level in ali primary schools, in order to establish standards and 
ensuré that individual pupil progress was being achieved. The post of Studies 
Coordinator was created to fulfil this function. Under the scheme, a total of 55 
posts of Studies Coordinator were created in 25 primary schools. Those 
appointed were among the most qualified and experienced of the teachers in 
our prirmary school system. Their duty was to supervise pupil learning and 
progress in a given section of their school, according to its size. An intensive 
in-service training programme for Studies Coordinators was conducted dur- 
ing the second and third term of 1982, as well as during the school holidays. 


The Nationa! Diploma Course, Part |, was offered to and compieted by 85 
teachers in 1982. The aim of the course was to improve the professional 
qualification of our local teachers and the quality of primary education in 
Seychelles. Approximately 85% of the teachers who followed the course 
completed it successfully; and over 50 are continuing with Part Il. Diploma 
courses will be intensified in 1983, with the aim of reducing our reliance on 
expatriate teachers for specialist subjects at the level of P7 to P9. 


Probably the biggest stride taken in education in 1982 was the introduction of 
our National Language, Kreol, as the language for learning in Primary l. 


To consolidate this first but historic step in our education system, new 
learning programmes with modern materials were designed for Primary 1. Inten- 
sive training was given to Primary 1 teachers in 1981 and again in 1982 to en- 
Sure that the policy of increasing the child's access to education was a real- 
ity in the classroom. 


The most important achievement to the use of Kreol in Primary 1 is the drama- 

tic effect it has already had on the learning of our children in all subjects. 
Tests comparing a group of Primary 1 pupils in 1981 with their counterparts in 
1982 have shown a truly remarkable improvement in reading. Similarly encour- 

aging results have been achieved in Mathematics. 


Our results with Kreol in Primary 1 have led us along new directions in 1982, 
all emanating from this Government's concern with increasing educational op- 
portunities for all our children. Further research in Kreol has been 
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undertaken to establish an orthography whicn accurately reflects the needs and 
realities of our Society. The planned extension ot Kreol as the medium of in- 
struction in Primary 2 has brought about the development, based on the child's 
own interest and needs, of a curriculum which integrates subjects and their 
concepts around common themes. 

In 1983 the National [Institute of Pedagogy will place new emphasi: on the 
child's learning of a second language. To achieve tnis, increasea research 
will be undertaken focussing on the influence of Kreol on the learning of sec- 
ond language. It is expected that this research will lead to the development 
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la with supporting material and teacher train- 
language for Primary 2 will begin in term 2 or 
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of new second language curricu 
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The area of technical/vocational education will be another major focus of 
reform in 1983. In January 1983, Seychelles Polytechnic will be established, 
with an estimated enrolment ot 920 students, distributed among ten depart- 
ments, namely, Agriculture, Art and Design, Education, Business Studies, Mari- 
time Studies, Hotel and Tourism Studies, Science anc Mathematics, Humanities 
and Social Sciences, Construction, and Engineering. 

[This enrolment represent an increase of 516 over the present year's enrolment 
in technical and vocational schools and the 'A' Level College combined. The 
Polytechnic will operate under the guidance oi the National Manpower Develop- 
ment Board, and will provide training related to the Manpower requirements of 
he National Youth Service 


the country to students who will have completed t 
and, during the pericd of transition, Form 5 at Seychelles College. 


Until the Polytechnic buildings are completed at Anse Royale, most of the 
Polytechnic departments will be sited in Victoria, with the exception of the 
Department of Agriculture, which will require extensive farming land. The 
transfer of departments to Anse Royale will take piace in phases,beginning in 
the second half of 1983. 


The centralisation of ali technical and vocationa! courses under one ad- 
ministration within the Polytechnic will create the necessary organisational 
framework for a coherent reform of programmes at the post-NYS level of 
education. It will ensure that a common philosophy adapted to students from 
the NYS is applied to ail areas of training at this level. 

The centralised administration of the Polytechnic will also favour a more 
efficient deployment of teaching staff by ensuring that there is cooperation 
and staff exchanges between departments. Some 50 new teachers are being 
recruited for January 1983 in order to alicw existing technical and vocational 
courses to be upgradea, new courses to be introduced, and existing Seychei- 
lois staff to be released for appropriate further training. In time, the 
Polytechnic will train a sufficien. number of qualified teachers to satisfy the 
needs of both general and technical/vocationai education. 


Overseas training is administered by the Ministry of Education. While 
training up to middie level in key sectors will be catered for at the Polytechnic, 
training at professional level will continue to be done abroad. In 1983 Govern- 
ment will spend R 2.3 million on overseas training. It is planned to send a total 
of 170 candidates overseas in 1983 to pursue training in priority areas at 











protessional and technical levels in order to meet the present and future 
demands for trained personnel in the Public Service and the Public Sector. 
Government firmly believes that the proper development of human resources is 
very important to our social and economic progress. 


1983 will be known in our media history as the year national television came 
to Seychelles because in a few days time Radio Television Seychelles--RTS for 
short--will begin broadcasting television programmes to individual homes. 
This is the first stage only of the project and will cover some 407 of the 
population on the east coast of Mahe and western Praslin and La Digue. It i 
hoped that by the end of the year the whole of Mahe and the inner islands will 
be able to receive the service. 
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Our television project involves not only broadcasting programmes, but also 
providing reasonabiy priced sets, payment by easy instalments for those who 
cannot afford full payment, and community viewing so that as many people as 
possible can benefit from the service, either in their own homes or in commun- 


ity centres. 


Radio Seychelles continued to expand its coverage of national and internation- 
al events in 1982. Following the August mutiny, Radio Seychelles was called 
upon to play a crucial role to help restore national unity and more air time 
was provided to report on public discussion and to give the people the oppor- 
tunity to air their views. These programmes and others designed to educate, 
motivate, inform and entertain the people will continue next year. 


Seychelles Agence Press (SAP) was called upon this year to provide the inter- 
national press with factual and objective reports of what was happening when 
the mutiny broke out. It's task was made more difficult by the distortion of 
events and facts that had been headlined during the first day of the mutiny 
and by the subsequent campaign in some newspapers aimed at destabilizing our 
economy. The Agency's success can be judged by the lessening of such dis- 
torted reports and by the number of overseas publications asking for and 
quoting SAP bulletins and despatches. 


NATION newspaper increased its size from 8 pages on week-days to 10 pages and 
from 12 pages to 16 pages on Saturdays, thus providing the public with a 
greater variety of reading material, including more national news reports and 
features. 


With better and more modern facilities now being provided by the Seychelles 
national Printing Company, the newspaper will next year increase the numb°r of 
its columns to six per page instead of five, thus again providing space for 
more information. This format will permit greater layout fiexibility and 
bring it more in line with modern tabloid newspaper format. 


Throughout 1983 plans will begin to be implemented to transform the present 
wing of the Mont Fleuri School at Hermitage into the headquarters of the De- 
partment of Information and Radio Television Seychelles offices and studios. 











All these developments and achievements highlight the importance Government 
attaches to education and its unfailing determination to ensure that equal 
educational opporutnities are extended to all our children. 


1982 was declared the Year of Agriculture in the Seychelles to emphasise the 
great importance of this sector in achieving the productive and egalitarian 
society to which the people of this country aspire in the years ahead. To 
make the most of agriculture's potential contribution, our aim has been to 
create a soundly based sector, well integrated with the rest of the economy, 
which makes the best possible use of our human, natural and financial re- 
sources to produce food for all while providing a secure standard of living 
for those relying on agriculture for their livelihood. A vigorous farming 
sector is the key to our economic success as it is this sector which will de- 
termine the speed at which our food consumption pattern will change. 


I have mentioned in previous budget speeches that the Government is determined 
to ensure that the Seychellois eats more of what he produces and our agricul- 
tural strategy for the future is structured to achieve this aim. I cannot 
over-emphasise this important objective of our agricultural policy and during 
the course of 1983 specific measures will be introduced to enable us to come 
closer to our goal. 


Perhaps the most significant step taken by the Government in 1982 to 
ensure the coordination of its efforts was the publication of a document 
entitled “An Agricultural Strategy for Food Security’. This document which 
has been prepared after full consultation at the national level with representa- 
tives of producers, both in the private and parastata! sectors, marketing or- 
ganisations, consumers, and Government provides a framework for planning 
anc’ action ensuring that the efforts of all concerned in the development of 
agriculture are mutually consistent and self-supporting. 


Another important step taken by the Ministry of Agriculture during 1982 
was acomprehensive review of all lessees of state-owned land, or ‘“‘blockers”’ 
as they are known locally, with a view to formulating a new policy aimed at 
ensuring that these production units are maintained at their maximum pro- 
duction levels. This exercise has highlighted a number of problems which 
have acted as serious constraints in the deveiopment of state land to their 
maximum potential. | must stress that some of the problems are not limited to 
state land only; many of them are common to land in private ownership. The 
Government will seriously address itself in 1983 to remedying these problems 
and provide the necessary assistance where appropriate. 


The Grand’Anse Experimenta! Station has, in addition to tts role of evaluat 
ing new fruit and vegetable varieties, established a national nursery to provide 
improved and disease-free planting material to farmers and the general 
public. The response to the setting up of this nursery has been most encourag 
ing and expansion of its activities has had to be made in the course of the year 
to meet the increasing demand for its products. To date the nursery can 
distribute some 35 different types of fruits with several varieties being avai! 
able for each type to suit particular growing conditions 


ithas become obvious that as agricultural land is put to more intensive use, 
more precise information will be required by the farmer on how he can 











manage his soil to achieve maximum output. | am pleased to announce that 
the Government has already taken steps to ensure that this service will be 
made available and very shortly construction will start on a new laboratory at 
Grand’Anse. This laboratory will be equipped with modern soi! and plant 
tissue testing equipment which will be able to diagnose with accuracy any 
deficiency limiting crop production and recommend solutions. 


The fisheries sector has also undergone considerable change with all the 
practical functions of the Fisheries Division, including post-harvest research, 
being transferred to the parastatal body, FIDECO. The Division which was 
amalgamated with the Animal Health Division to form the new Veterinary and 
Fisheries Division will be able to concentrate on its role of policy making and 
enforcement of national legislation. 


Throughout 1982 we have continued to earn valuable foreign exchange 
through the licensing of foreign fishing vessels. It is expected that over R 6 
million will have been received in licence fees for 1982. 


In 1982, the major task for the Ministry of Health has been to implement the 
integrated National Plan for Development of Health Services in Seychelles, 
both in respect of Community Health Services as well as general medical care. 
There were continued qualitative and quantitative expansion of the services 
provided by the Community Health Division. 


Five Health Districts have been fully established and each district has its 
District Health Team consisting of one or more doctors, nurses, dental staff, 
environmental health staff and other health auxiliaries. 

In Praslin, anewclinic was constructed at Grand Anse and this clinic is now 
fully operational. This clinic will serve as a model for future construction of 
poly-clinics. 

In the coming year it is proposed to have a second doctor in Praslin as well 
as a full time resident dentist. Laboratory services in Prastin will also be 
improved and itis proposed to have a full time Laboratory Technician based in 
Praslin as from next year. 

In Anse Aux Pins, aclinic has been constructed and it is envisaged that from 
next year a full time doctor will be posted there, as well as a dentist. 


Further expansion of the community health facilities in 1983 include the 
construction of a new clinic at Les Mamelles to cater for residents of Cascade 
and Les Mamelles and the extension of the clinic at English River. Improve- 
ments on various existing clinics are also envisaged for next year, especially at 
Anse Boileau ; 

Schooi Health Services will be improved and the family planning prog- 
ramme will continue to be of fundamental importance. , 


The Environmental Health Section will play an increasing role in the im- 
provement of safe water supply, sewage disposal, general housing conditions 
and general sanitation in public establishments as well as in private houses. 
The Heaith Education Unit of the Ministry of Health will be an important chain 


in these efforts. 


A central Quality Control Laboratory will be set up by the Ministry of Health. 
This Quality Control Laboratory will be in charge both for monitoring the 











quality of imported products and alsu for certification of locally manufactured 
products for local consumption and export 


The plan for Zoning residents for clinics in their areas had to be postponed 
In 1982 because of other priorities itis noped that this can start in 1983 witha 
view or further improving the health care offered by the Ministry 

Dispensary at the Victoria Hospital nas been completely redesigned and 1s 
now abie to dispense medecine to both :npatient and outpatients, seil house. 
hold medicines to the public and, above al!, undertake staff training on the job, 
in addition to undertaking limited manufacturing activities 


Specialised treatment overseas continues to be extended to patients suf 
fering from serious iiiness such as cancer and serious accidents. The total cost 
of such treatment met from Social Security Funds in 1982 armounted R 2 
million. 

In 1983, the Community Health Division will continue its efforts in provid- 
ing an integrated promotive, preventive. curative and rehabilitative care. The 
achievements so far have been impressive — the reduction in infant mortality 
rate, the reduction in teenage pregnancies, tne maintenance of Seychelles’ 
reputation as a heaith country free from tropical diseases such as melaria, 
cholera, etc free and easy access by the public to the neaith care facilities, 
an immunization programme which has resulted in aimost tota! eradication of 
communicable diseases like TB which were rampantin Seychelles Ooniya few 
years ago 

As regards general medical care, a building to nouse the new mortuary Is 
under construction in the Victoria Hospita! complex at a cost of R 600,000 to 
provide safe working place for the medicai staff, storage facilities for bodies 
awaiting posi mortem, viewing area for relatives of the deceased, facilities for 
teaching of nurses and others and collection and storage of specimen for 
overseas and teaching purposes 

Two qualified pathulogisis were in post in 1982. It has now been possible to 
Carry out specialised tests which formerly were carried out overseas. Cylogoly 
and hystopathelogy tests are now carried out in hospital laboratory both for 
medical and iega! purposes. 


Preliminary work 1s in hand for the construction of a Pharmaceutical Pro- 
duction Unit in the Victoria Hospital compound. At present 95% of drugs used 
are imported in finished state from overseas. This is proving extremely costly. 
The aim is to reduce the cost to the minimum. The Production Unit when 
completed in early 1983 will enable us to manufacture locally many items in 
use as for example intraveneous fluids, eye, ear and nose drops, syrups, 
lotions and mixtures, ointments and creams, and pre-packing of imported 
base material in bulk at cheaper cost 


We have now the services of a fulltime radiologist and it is now possible to 
Carry Out specialised tests and interpretation of X-Rays 


The ministry will continue to expand and consolidate the service within the 
framework of the Integrated National Health Plan in 1983 and the following 
year. 1983 should hopefully see the first stage of the Hospital Redevelopment 
Project Phase 2, by initiating construction of the Psychiatric Ward both for in 
and outpatients, medical ward and an intensive-care unit. 


The need to ensure the full and active participation of every citizen in the 
development of our country is one of Government's major preoccupations — 
one of the fundamental objectives of our development effort being to achieve 
full employment. It is aiso Government's policy that there shall! be just and 
favourable conditions of work. 





The Labour Division has an important role to play in helping Government meet 
the above objectives. It has responsibility for: 


(i) drawing up and reviewing national employment policy; 


(ii) Monitoring the employment, unemployment and underemployment situa- 
tion, taking into account terms and conditions of employment thereby control- 
ling employment effectively; preventing discrimination in selection for jobs 
and obtaining employment statistics for such purposes as manpower planning; 


(iii) Advising on the need for and enforcing appropriate legislation; 


(iv) Providing technical advice to workers and emplovers and encouraging 
effective consultation between workers, employers and Government thereby pro- 
moting good industrial relations. 


In 1982, the Employment Exchange of the Division has provided a service to 
both those workers seeking employment and those employers seeking to recruit 
workers. Vacancies in various categories of employment and workers seeking 
jobs in those same categories were compulsorily registered under the Employ- 
ment Registration Act. Other vacancies and job seekers were also registered 
On a voluntary basis. Over 250 job seekers were placed in suitable jobs each 
month. The Full Employment Scheme has provided temporary employment for those 
job-seekers who could not be placed in more permanent employment. 


The Division has also worked closely with the National Workers Union and with 
employers organisations and industrial relations have been good. 


What are the Division's plans for 1983? 


Work started in 1982 to look at ways and means of improving the service pro- 
vided by the Employment Exchange. This work will continue in 1985 so that the 
Employment Exchange may be reorganised to provide a more comprehensive and 
better service to both workers and employers. 


Our labour legislation will also be reviewed. The present labour legislation 
is somewhat outdated and comprehensive new legislation will be enacted so that 
our policies may be better implemented. 





The promotion of health and safety at work will also be emphasised. 


Furthermore, closer liaison will be established with the National Manpower 
Development Board so that the Division may play a more significant role in 
Manpower matters generally and in providing data and other relevant informa- 
tion for manpower planning purposes. 


The Social Security Scheme now in its fourth year of operation is continuing 
to improve its collection efficiency. 


Benefits are paid on the basis of need and those who qualify do so by right 
irrespective of whether they have contributed or not. From January 1983 
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Treatme Fund, Old People s Homes and lately the new Rehabilitation Centre. 


This will continue in 1983, again to the benefit of the less fortunate. 
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1932 has also seen the coming into force of the new Taxi Regulations which, 
inter alia, require every tari operator to belong to the Taxi Operators 


Association. 
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In exercising policy control of the pubiic transport svstem, the Ministry of 


Transport has collaborated closely with Seychelles Public Transport Corpora- 
tion (SPTC) in an effort to make the system more erfective through proper bus 


scheduling to suit the public need. 1982 has seen the er 
and the relocation of some others, on all the main routes o 


For more etfrective control or the licensing of public vehicles, mainly taxis 
and selt-drive hire vehicles, a new Licensing Authority has been formed and is 


now functioning. 
In attempt to reduce the number of accidents, a Road Safety Campaign was or- 
ganised by this Ministry in July this year. During the campaign, which ran 
for a whole week, the great cost of road accidents to the community and the 
imperative need for road users to develop better road sense and driving tech- 
niques were highlighted. Proposals for tougher legislative measures in re- 
spect of tyre tread wear, mechanical and wiectrical defect, drinking and 
driving and speeding were discussed. 


Following this, regulations have been brought into force to control speed in 
the villages and on cross-country roads, and the necessary signs have been 
erected. Two pedestrian crossings have been provided on Paim Street, a pedes- 


trian walkway constructed at Plaisance, where another walkway and a bus-laybye 
have been given the construction go-ahead. 


A traffic survey was undertaken earlier this year which revealed that there 
has been no increase in the flow of traffic, especially on the East Coast and 
the Beau Vallon/Victoria roads. However, the results of the survey have given 
clear indication of certain trafric management actions that must be taken. 
Plans have been made to close the Market Street to ali vehicles except those 
requiring access to service the market and business premises within the area, 
and eventually, the corner site Market Street/Quincy Street (land belonging to 


Kimkoon and Chetty Brothers) is to be turned into a car park, but as a first 
phase, parking bays will be marked out in Olivier Maradam Street. 











Spots along the East Coast Road up to Petit Paris have already been identified 
for the construction of bus-laybyes and pedestrial walkways. 


Great efforts are being made to properly co-ordinate and control works re- 
quiring the digging up of roads for the laying of pipe and telephone cables to 
minimize the road traffic inconvenience. 


Efforts are also being made to erect Village Name Signs, mostly for the 
benefit of visitors to our country. 


A committee was formed in July this year to discuss with representatives of 
SPPF Branches in all districts all problems pertaining to road transport and 
safety in view of speeding up both the indentification of problems and their 
solution. 


1983 promises to be a very busy year for the Road Transport Control Unit which 
proposes taking over, on top of its present Traffic Authority responsibility, 
the full responsibility for all Highway Authority matters which include the 
planning, building and maintenance of roads (including footpaths and busbays). 


The Ferry Services, long provided by this Ministry were handed over to li- 

censed schooner operators with effect from lst January 1982 and we are pleased 
to note that the services provided are satisfactory. However, the movement of 
passengers by schooners is closely monitored so that any likely problem may be 


tackled in good time. 


With the aid of modern handling equipment acquired during the course of this 
year the Port has been able to provide an efficient service to all Port users 
and this level of efficiency will continue in 1983. Throughout the year con- 
tainers have been handled on a regular basis. Although this has been on a 
rather small scale, quaicities have been sufficient to induce container car- 
rying ships to call quite regularly. 


As in the previous year the Dapartment of Economic Planning and Co-operation 
has had a very active year. The 1982-86 National Development Plan was pre- 
pared, printed and successfully launched on 15th October, 1982. The Plan 
seeks to arrest the current downstream trend of the economy by diversifying 
through greater emphasis on agriculture and fisheries while at the same time 
Supporting tourism. A total of R 2,323 million (at 1982 prices) investment is 
envisaged. The 1982-86 Plan makes a major shift in the share of the various 
sectors of the investments. Of the total investment approximately 26% is al- 
located to the economic sector as compared to 13% in the 1981-85 Plan, 24% to 
utilities, 17.8% to social services and 9.4% to housing. The parastatals are 
becoming an increasingly significant sector of the economy. In the Plan 457 
of the total investment is allocated to these bodies. 


The programme of external assistance has been expanding. Aid mobilised in 
1982 as at end of October for capital projects on the bilateral and multi- 
lateral basis is estimated at R 77 million. 
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In the 1983-87 National Development Plan the Department plans to formulate a 
more detailed macro-economic framework, a more comprehensive and detailed 
analysis and projections of financial resources, sectoral analysis and projec- 
tions all vering the entire economy. AS a necesSary prelude to the above, 
the Department intends to undertake detailed analysis of the performance of 
all the sectors, as well as the economy as a whole. 


It is recognised that more external assistance for the development efforts of 
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the country is required. In this connection, the Department through thorough 
more 


proj 


ect identification, preparation and evaluation will seek to attract 


foreign aid. 


In 1982, 21 parcels of land totalling 82.5 hectares in various parts of 


Republic 


nave been acquired tor public purposes namely housing and 


agriculture. 


On the other hand, 


for 


housing 


purposes. 


In addition Government has acquired the lease of St. Anne !sland for the 
construction of the 3rd National Youth Service Village. 


The Lands Division will, in 1983 take full responsibility for the administration 
of the Tenants Rights Act which came into force in January this year. Fhis 
legislation is designed to provide maximum security of tenure to any Seychel- 
lois who has built a nouse on another person’s land or who is a residential 
tenant and aiso enables a person with such security of tenure to purchase the 
property. 

As in the previous year the Survey Division has continued to intensify its 
activities to ensure that the Government Nationa! Plan and other fundamenta! 
policies on agriculture, housing and other developments related to land. are 
not hampered by lack of appropriate plans ana maps, which are prerequisites 
to all aspects of physical planning and developments. In ali, some 200 different 
jobs have been completed, the majority of which have been requests from the 
Lands Division and Seychelles Housing Development Corporation Ltd for the 
survey of housing plots. 


The Divisidn examined and approved 470 surveys invoiving some 1,500 
parcels of land. These include some 600 parcels of !and surveyed by the 
Division in connection with the Home Ownership Scheme,land acquisition 
and agricultural deveiopment. 


Seychelles can be considered to be one of very few countries which have a 
complete network of precisely heighted bench marks. The project which 
Started in 19817 was completed in 1982 when bench marks at kilometre inter- 
vals were established along all coastal and trans-isiand roads of Mahe, Praslin 
and La Digue. This project will be of great benefit to engineers and planners as 
precise information regarding heights above mean sea level is now readily 


available. 


The completion of this project is a major achievement for the staff of Survey 
Division who undertook the assignment without any outside aid 
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70 plots of State land have been scold to the public also 











The Survey Division in conjunction with the Directorate of Overseas Surveys 
will, in early 1983, embark on a 4-year project of systematically surveying all 
property boundaries in Mahe for the registration of title to land 


The project is airned at replacing the old system of registration of deeds by a 
modern and efficient system whereby all titles will be fully investigated and 
ultimately guaranteed by the State. The forrner system has proved defective in 
many ways especially that the deeds provided little proof of legality of transac- 
tions or of the rights of the parties who conduct them. The completion of the 
Land Register will eradicate all ambiguities and doubt as to landownership 
which are causing difficulties and delays in implementing Government policy 


A survey of proposed axis feeder roads to open up potential agricultural and 
residential areas of Mahe and Praslin will be set in progress in 1983. A master 
plan will be drawn to form the base for future development of the road 


network 


In 1982 the Planning Division has been responsible for two historic initia- 
tives: the setting up and putting to work of the Tenants’ Rights Registry for 
implementation of the revolutionary Tenants Rights Act 1981; and the radical 
overhaul! of Governments policies and structures for conservation of the 
environment, through establishment of the National Environment Commis- 
sion (NEC) and tts Sub-Commissions responsibie for drafting the National 
Environment Strategy. 


The Tenants’ Rights Office has devoted the whole of 1982 to careful proces- 
sing of the 750 or so applications for enfranchisement made under the Act 
during the first 4 months of the year A substantial number of these applica- 
tions have already been decided 


It is inevitable in the carrying out of such a major social reform as 
the Tenant's Rights Act that not everybody will be pleased with the outcome of 
all applications. However, the Act contains generous provisions for objectors 
to applications to register their views, and for those aggrieved by application 
decisions to appeal 


If the administration of the Tenants Rights Act has not gone as fast in the first 
year as some of us would have wanted, it is because those responsible have 
taken pains to ensure absolute fairness to all concerned. 


At the end of 1981 a new national coordinating body for conservation of the 
environment and promotion of a package of progressive new policies in this 
field was merely a concept on paper. The NEC is now established by law and 
has already held 3 major policy-making meetings. It also been quick to forge 
what are expected to be a high Sy profitable cooperation ties with such interna- 
tional conservation bodies as the United Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources and the World Wildlife Fund. The Planning Division has been 
instrumental in these moves to streamline the Governments’ conservation 
machinery, and strengthen its capability to meet the environmental 
challenges and problems of the remainder of this decade. 


The main task of the Engineering Services Division is to continue to be 
responsible for project implementation after funding has been found. Major 
projects which are well underway and handled directly by the Division are the 











school at Anse Royale being built by the Government of China which, when 
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compleredin July. will become the centre of the new Polytechnic 
ohase extension to the Victona Hospital nas also been project managed by the 
Division and construction should start towards the end of 1983 on the first of 


the principal New blocks 


Another major project which is continuing and has seen many World Bank 
study missions ts the East Coast Road Project, the biggest individual! potential 
scheme to be undertaken in the Republic and this project wili continue to be 
progressed hopefully with detailed design consultants appointed in 1983 


Research and Developmentis stillin its infancy, but much research work has 
been undertaken and wil! continue in the energy fieids and also in the use of 
lime as a substitute for paintand cement and alternative to the water treatment 
chemical soda ash. Research is a slow process involvina much reading and 
study of other persons’ research and development work. Seychelles’ re- 
sources are limited, particularly in respect of academic manpower. as to the 
amount of research work it can be expected to undertake on !ts own and hence 
future efforts must be made by taking advantage of other people’s research; 


reading, learning and implementation from that work. 


Following the disbandment of the Department of Youth and Community 
Development in November 1981, Probation Services and Youth Affairs be- 
came the responsibility of the newly formed Ministry of Youth and Defence. 


The Young Pioneer/Pioneer Movement has been successfully integrated in 
most schools all over Mahe, Praslin and La Digue. Most recently it has moved 
to Silhouette. To date there are about 2,000 active young members in the 
Movement Since it has been making tremendous progress this year, the 
Division has aiso undertaken to work with the older youth tn the districts 
through respective Branches. Response in this area has been very encourag- 
ing but there still remains much work to be done. 


From the time the Movement was created, there has been a wide variety of 
activities and structures established so as to incorporate members’ sugges- 
tion in the training programmes 

There has also been considerable improvement in contents and methods of 
training programmes, as more leaders themselves have undergone training. 
In-service training is also provided for Youth Assistants. 


In regard to plans for the future, the Youth Division intends to: — 
— step up the work with the older youth in the districts 


Improve its training resources 
develop the different sections of the Division 


raise the standard and introduce new activities to cater for members’ 
interests and talents 
inspite of the hard struggle the Division faced initially with regionalisation 
of sports, we are proud to say that now after two years we can see positive 
results 


As football seems to be the most popular sport, it is interesting to 
note that all districts are now fielding a team for competitions 











It is apparent that more and more young people are getting involved and 
interested in sports. More encouraging still, are the youth from the Nationa! 
Youth Service who are starting to dominate in many sports 


This year two multi-purpose courts have been constructed one at Pla 
Sance and the other at Anse Boileau 


Enthusiasm for sailing has grown in 1982 Over 200 students attend courses 
each week and over 100 participate in racing programmes During the morn 
Ing students from the Marine Schoo! and La Bastille Re Onentation Centre 
attend courses. During the year over 100 students raised SR 30,000. in a 
sponsored walk, to buy single handed dinghies 


Thirty people volunteer their services for teaching afloat and safety cover 


Training courses will degin in early 1983 in Windsurfing and it 1s expected 
that over 100 young people will be able to join. Ten out of these will paticipate 
inthe SWA racing programme regularly 


Youth from the Port Launay Village have also requested facilities to continue 
canoeing after they leave the Village. They are willing to construct 10 canoes 
which they can use themseives and aiso use for training others. 


The Yacht Club will be used as the base in Victoria for sailboard 274 canoes. 


Since there appears to be a great demand for swimmir, from people of ali 
ages, a swimming pool complex will hopefully be bui!: during 1983/84. This 
will give everyone the opportunity of learning swimming safely and also 
promote competitive swimming at ali levels. 


The division has based its emphasis primarily on the treatment and rehabilita- 
tion of offenders. All domestic and matrimonial cases are dealt with by the 
National Council for Children. during 1981 Probation Services dealt with 253 
cases, out of which 106 were probation cases referred by the Supreme Court and 
Magistrates Court. In addition 45 domestic cases were referred for welfare 
reports or reconciliation. The Division deals with cases normally referred by 
individuals and caring institutions such as schools, hospitals and Police. 


Since January 1982 more attention have been given to criminal cases. In Feb- 
ruary the Division introduced the "Community Service" Scheme. Three Pilot 
Areas have been used for experimenting whether the scheme will prove feasible. 


i) Physchiatric Hospital--Les Cannelles 
ii) Fiennes Institute 
iii) St. Elizabeth Orphanage 


This scheme (Community Service Order) is combined with the Probation Order 
whereby the offender is compelled to perform a certain amount of unpaid work. 
So far this order has proved very successful. Probationers have participated 
actively in the construction of dwelling houses for the less fortunate people 
of our society as well as involvement in voluntary work in pilot areas. 


Since January this year 192 criminal cases have been dealt with, representing 
an increase of 130 probation cases as compared to 106 last year. Nevertheless 














Probation Services is determined to continue offering its assistance to caring 
institutions and individuals in the preventive, curative and rehabilitation 


programmes. 


Within the Division itself there has been more efficient control both at the 
Airport and Port. The reorganisation of the Airport has contributed to this 


achievement. 


Since June 1981 new Immigration laws, replacing the old colonial laws have 
helped us in reaching our objectives, since they are more clearly defined. 


The population of the prisons at Long [sland is numbered to an average of a 
hundred a year. Prisoners are kept fully occupied and are becoming as far as 
possible self supporting. 


Development in the agricultural projects will meet the Government s policy of 
self-reliance and enable the prisoners to work hard, so that they can lead 
useful lives after they serve their sentence. 


During the year, the emphasis in the Judiciary will be to continue the steps 
taken to improve and strengthen the court system and the machinery of justice. 
The objective of providing increased office space was achieved with the con- 
Struction of the new building adjacent to the present Supreme Court build- 
ing. This building will house the library, a room for Rend Board sittings, a 
robing room for lawvers and office space for the Rent Board staff. 


Administrative arrangements have also been made to ensure a more effective 
collection of fines of court. This year it was possible to publish the Sey- 
chelles Law Digest which contains a selection of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of Seychelles and the Seychelles Court of Appeal from the years 1936 to 
1978. Negotiations are being conducted to publish the "Seychelles Law Re- 
ports’, in twelve volumes, covering the decisions of the Superme Court and the 
Court of Appeal from 1936 to 1980. 


With the publication of the Law Reports the task of the lawyer and the judge 
will be made easier and consequently the standard of justice in this country 
will be further improved. 


During 1982, in addition to normal maintenance of the airport facilities, work 
continued on the improvement of the runway hardshoulders and runway and taxi- 
way joints at Mahe International Airport and Praslin. The Doppler VOR navi- 
yational aid and the long range very high frequency aeromobile station at 
Grand Fond was commissioned early in January. This navigational aid is prob- 
ably the longest range DVOR in the world. Both air navigation and communica- 
tions have been enhanced considerably by the introduction into service of 
these facilities. 


Redevelopment work to increase the airport capacity dealing with an increased 
passenger throughput continued in 1982. The expansion project has provided 
for a new Domestic Terminal and domestic apron for Air Seychelles with an ex- 
tra Bay No. 6 for the parking of B/727, increased car parking facilities, a new 











VIP building and extentions to the existing Arrival, Departure concourse and 
restaurant areas. With these, new equipment have been purchased to improve 
the efficiency of service to the travelling public: new Immigration Checking 
Counters, travel agents and car hire kiosks, an electrical baggage conveyor 
belt system both for departure and arriving baggage and a new and sophisti- 
cated x-ray screening system, additional VIP and public furniture for the Ar- 
rival and Departure lounges, and a self-service catering facility for the 
public at the landside restaurant. 


A contract has been signed recently for the provision of a modern runway 
lighting system for Seychelles International Airport together with the instal- 
lation of a Precision approach Path Indicator System. The latter will replace 
the existing Visual Approach Slope Indicator System which are fastly becoming 
obsolete in aviation. Evaluation and site analysis reports have been obtained 
from the two major manufacturers of Instrument Landing System. These are un- 
dergoing study before final approval is given for its installation. 


During 1983 a regional telecommunications project will get under way. This 
will provide for a fixed network which will establish direct printed commun- 
ications between Seychelles and the main destination and departure points for 
Seychelles namely Nairobi, Mauritius and Mogadishu. A network of air traffic 
service direct speech links will also be established to provide direct voice 
communications between Air Traffic Controllers at Seychelles International 
Airport and the above aerodromes. 


It is planned to develop Praslin airstrip into an all-weather aerodrome with 
the provision of a standard ICAO Class 'C' runway of 930 metres in length and 
23 metres in width. A small apron will be provided with an improved terminal 
building keeping the taste of the Seychelles architectual style. A runway 
will be provided with low intensity runway and taxiway lighting and a small 
instrumented watchroom to be manned by Licensed Airfield Flight Information 


Safety Officers. 


Increased development of the outer islands will continue with the installa- 
tion of meteorological stations on Farquhar, Coetivy and Providence. In ad- 
dition the installation of radio navigational aids will be provided to these 
islands with airstrips and it is proposed to build aerodromes on Providence 
and Assumption islands. 


The Management Training Centre has been busy in 1982 with in-service training 
for managers, supervisors, and financial and administrative personnel in the 
public service (i.e. government departments and parastatals). Courses in ac- 
countancy for students from both the public and private sectors are also held. 
Two departments carry out their training responsibilities at the centre--the 
Department of Administration for the Administrative, Executive and Secretarial 
Cadres and the Department of Finance and Industry for the Accounting Cadre and 
the parastatals. 


1982 represents the first full year of the Management Training Centre in its 
present form and has been entirely successful. The following courses have 
been run:-- 
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Diploma in Accounting and Management--Years I, II and I 


Association of Accounting Technicians--parts I and Li. 
(one more student completed the full qualification while another 7 were 
successful in the first part). 
[nduction courses (2 were held). 


Management Development Programme (2 were held). 


First-line Supervisors’ Course. (4 were heid). 


Company Secretaries’ Course. 


Stores Supervisors Course. 
Storekeepers Course. 
Accounting Cadre Background Course. 


Training for Trainers Course. 


> 


Planning for the MTC in 1983 must go hand in hand with that of the Polytech- 
nic. the policy is that the MTC will form part of the Department of Adminis- 
tration, Management and and Business Studies, and will continue on its present 
Site at Pointe Conan and cater for in-service training. Thus all the training 
carried out at present will continue in 1983 together with further courses for 
the statt of the parastatal companies and corporations. 


[I will now like to look into the activities of parastatals. 


The DEVELOPMENT BANK OF SEYCHELLES was created in 1977 to finance development 
projects in agriculture, fisheries, tourism and small business. 


Since 1978 the total amount of loans granted on soft terms is R 38 million. 
Following two years of stability, the volume of commitments of the iirst 9 
months of 1982 rose to R 12 miliion for 153 loans, which represents twice the 
amount of loans granted during the whole year 1981. For 1983, the Bank plans 


to grant new loans for another R 12 million. 


NATIONAL AGRO-INDUSTRIES LIMITED (NAIL) was set up in 1981 as a subsidiary 
company of SEYCOM to realise the national objectives which will have a direct 
impact on the economic develompent of the country. 


NATIONAL AGRO-INDUSTRIES LIMITED (NAIL) is aimed at total integration of agri- 
cultural production, processing and marketing so that farming is taken up more 
intensively as an exploitative and remunerative venture rather than as a mere 
subsistence proposition. Assured outlets for the farm produce at remunerative 
Support prices is bound to resul in intensive and commercialised agriculture 
with better returns to the growers and creation fo large surpluses of the com- 
modities at economic prices for processing. 


_ 
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The Fruit and Vegetable Processing Unit and the Integrated Poultry Development 
Projects consisting of Parent Stock Maintenance, Hatchery and Chicken Abattoir 
have been commissioned during 1982. During 1982, we have been able to utilise 
a large quantity of surplus fruits and vegetables for processing by the Can- 
ning Factory, thus minimising wastages during periods of glut. The unit is 
also achieving the objective of inducing more farmers towards increased pro- 
duction of fruits and vegetables. 


The Chicken Abattoir has already reached commercial levels of production 
and the Chicken Hatchery has commenced production of day-old chicks. Both 
these units together will be achieving the final objective of self sufficiency of 


chicken and eggs. 


The Central Quality Control and Product Development Centre Project have 
been completed recently and is expected to be fully operative in 1983, 
rendering such services as Quality Assurance for NAIL and SEYCOM, testing 
of foods and food products for SEYCOM and the Department of Finance and 
Industry, formulating and developing new food products based on local raw 
materials. The Centre will also undertake iraining and developing local com- 
petence in the fields of food science, food technology and food industry. These 
are essential steps in the development of food processing. 


In order to realise the national objectives, it is proposed to extend develop- 
ment in a phased manner based on priorities during the years 1983 and 1984. 


The Animal! Feeds Unit costing R 10 million will be a major step towards self- 
sufficiency in the production of a variety of poultry, cattle and pig feeds most of 
which are currently imported. As much as possible, formulations will lay great 
emphasis on loca! imputs. The capacity of the unit is 10,000 tonnes per annum. 
This is considered adequate to meet immediate needs and future additional 


requirements. 


With livestock development programme being taken up by the Government, 
there will be a potential of fresh milk production on the island which needs to 
be hygienically handled, pasteurised and distributed. It is proposed to 
establish a Dairy Products Unit costing R 4.5 million which will handle fresh 
milk, recombined milk, blended fresh and reconstituted milk,and other dairy 
products such as yoghurt and cheese 

An important area where complete self sufficiency could be achieved !s in 
processed pork products. The expansion in livestock development aiso calis 
for several improvements in the existing abattoir to handle the increased 
throughput. It ts estimated that R 10 million will be spent on meat processing 
and abattoir improvements including those at Praslin and la Digue. 


As an import substitution programme for refined vegetable oils and to meet 
the requirements of pounac for incorporation of the Animals Feeds Unit, it is 
proposed to set up oi! extraction and refining units based on coconut/copra. 
The estimated cost is R 10.5 million. 

Presently, wheat products such as white flour, semolina and bran are im- 
ported to meet the various requirements in production of bakery products, 
confectionery and feeds. The milled products suffer from the disadvantage of 
poor shelf life being highly prone to infestation. It is planned to install a 
medium sized roller flour mili to mill wheat and make available products to the 
bakery, confectionery and feeds industry. Milling facilities on the island will 











give greater flexibility in the production and utilisation of various wheat 
products. Estimated cost is R 8 million 


An important product that couid be economically produced from 
horticultural activity in the country 1s papain from pawpaw. Papain has export 
possibilities for industrial uses in Europe, Japan and America. Proposals are 
being studied to set up large scale pawpaw plantations for extraction of 
papain, pawpaw pulp and other pawpaw products as an integrated unit 
primarily for export. Estimnated costs is R 2.5 million 

The SEYCHELLES AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LTD., dur 
ing the course of the year, has taken up broiler production in addition to the 
original activity of growing vegetable, fruits, tea, root crops, coffee, spices 
cropping and processing of cinnamon bark. 


The extension of the Cinnamon Processing Plarit in 1982 allows the proces- 
sing of a larger volume of available bark. 


Capital projects in 1982 included broiler modules, equipment, construction 
of a nursery and the installation of drip irrigation, on some farms. Additional! 
Capital expenses of R 1.5 miliion will be required in 1983/84 on these items and 


on feeder roads 


1982 has been a year of consolidation and retrenchment for WORKS EN- 
TERPRISES LTD which has had to undergo extensive reorganisation, both 
financially and operationally, 1. order to survive in a ward increasingly 
charactensed by a reduced level of economic activity 


In many ways, these hard economic times have helped to make the com- 
pany much more efficiency-conscious as it has sought to rationalise and 
streamline its entire operations in response to drops in turnover. 


Further streamlining will be required in the early months of 1983 before 
diversification can be effected tn the latter part of 1983. 


CENTRAL SUPPLIES LTD. has completed a successful year in 1982 in its 
role of purchasing and selling goods, stores and consumable articles to Gov- 
ernment Ministries/Cepartments as well as to public corporations and 


parastatal companies. 


The SEYCHELLES PUBLIC TRANSPORT CORPORATION has erected new 
bus stops all around Mahe and these heve been placed at points so as to limit 
the hazards of accidents as much as pcssible. 


The extension inside the Latanier Workshop has been completed giving an 
extra nine working bays at a total costs of R 658.000 


We have also completed a new workshop for Praslin for R 923,000. This will 
definitely improve the maintenance side of our vehicles. The existing one, we 
can say, iS non existent. With this workshop we shali be in a position to 
undertake repairs of private ez iicles at competitive prices. 


In 1983 twenty bus she:ters around Mahe will be erected, the location of 
which has already been aiscussed with the different SPPF Branches 


The drop in visitor arrivals in the country has severely curtailed the revenue 
of SPTC through a decrease tn hotel living. However the Corporation believed 











that the drop was only temporary Consequently it has refrained from making 
staff redundant. In fact it has utilized this lean period to improve its efficiency 
through berng more cost conscious 


AVIATION SEYCHELLES LTD. continue to maintain a high standard of 
service to passengers and shippers of cargo and to the international airlines 
operating through Seychelles International Airport. 


The year 1982 has shown a continued decline by about 6% inthe number of 
international flights operating through Seychelles. Since Aviation Seychelles- 
applied a minimai increase in charges this year the reduced volume has 
caused a postponement to replacement of some major items of aircraft handl- 
ing equipment. 


During the course of the year Aviation Seychelles has been required to 
undertake the overhaul and maintenance of Air Seychelles, Air Wing, IDC and 
Aero Club aircraft — a total of nine aircrafts. This as required a major increase 
in engineering skills. The company now provides maintenance services for 11 
modern aircraft types, while the number of expatriate engineers will have 
declined during the year from 3 to 2. The long term training programme for 
Seychellois engineers is continuing to bear fruit. 


The senior position of Traffic Manager has been localised. 


On present outlook it is anticipated that there will be a further fall in the 
volume of international flights in 1983 by some 10%. 


There will be a consolidation of the company’s experience of light aircraft 
maintenance and a major training programme to ensure that the company’s 
skills and licensing authority approvals are acquired by a wider number of 
engineers. 


The NATIONAL TRAVEL AGENCY started operation in January 1982 and 
the year has been mainly ane of setting up and staffing the organisation. The 
Agency is now in a position to cope with 1983 in a professional,manner. The 
good work that the Seychelles Tourist Board has done in 1982 will bear fruit in 
1983 and the National Travel Agency will play its role in the development of the 
tourist industry in Seychelles. 1983 will be a year of expansion. 


The UNION LIGHTERAGE COMPANY will continue the shore handling 
operations in 1983 under the terms of a contract with Government. 


During the year 1982 containerization maintained its rate of increase and in 
order to cope with this change four new 3,000 kg fork ''ft trucks were acquired. 
This has resulted in an improvement of turn round of ships. Rates for shore 
handling have increased since 1979. 


Management of vessels on the Inter Island trade was taken over from 
Government. 

The increase in containerization has ted to congestion in the open storage 
area and there ts an urgent need for the construction of a hard standing area 
for storage of containers, and the construction of a shed for unstuffing of 
containers. 


Further steps wil! be taken to improve discharge rates and reduce turn 
round time of ships. 














Replacement of certain items of equipment which have reached the end of 
their working lives will be required. 

The overall objective of the SEYCHELLES ELECTRICITY CORPORATION 
LIMITED (SECL) is to provide a safe, secure and economic supply of electricity 
wherever required in Seychelles. 

More consumers have been provided with electricity in 1982 and 994 new 
connections were made in 1982. This represents an increase of 8% over the 
number connected in 1981. 


Schemes to provide electricity supplies for 150 houses on Government Housing 
rojects at Mt. Buxton, Anse Dejeuner, Bel Ombre, Anse Louis/La Salette and 
Mt. Plaisir were completed in 1982. 


September 1982 saw the conversion of the main New Port Power Station engines 
to run on fuel oil. This project cost a total of R 3.5 million but is already 
assisting the national economy by a reduced fuel import bill. 


The Praslin electrification scheme was also completed during 1982. A total of 
474 households are now enjoying the benefits of this long-overdue project. 


Together with the inauguration of the Praslin electricity project was the 
Start of the Assisted Wiring Loans Scheme on Praslin. In 1982, this scheme 
was introduced for the sake of the Mahe inhabitants as well. Since then 20 
consumers have taken advantages of this facility on Mahe. 


Complete computerisation of the electricity billing system was also achieved 
during this year. All conmsumers can now enjoy the benefits of more efficient 
billing. 


A complete feasibility study has been completed on the La Digue Electrifica- 
tion Scheme and this priority Government project will begin in 1983. 


Plans are already underway for the installation of a 6th set at the main Power 
Station. This will enable decommissioning of the old Huteau Lane Power 
Station. 


In 1983, it is planned to underground more of the Victoria electricity system 
thus enhancing the capital's aesthetic appeal. 


More consumers will be connected to the electricity system especially those 
people living in the remoter areas of Mahe. 


The Electricity Corporation's own contracting section services will be 
available to the general public in 1983 instead of being restricted to the 
work of parastatals and Government departments. 


It is realised that a more active role in alternate energy research needs to 
be adopted. Hopefully in 1983, this objective will be achieved with the crea- 
tion of the Energy Division. This Division will help the population in better 
understanding of the proper use of electricity with a view to electrical 


energy conservation. 











1981 saw the birth of the FISHING DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LTD. (FIDECO) which took 
a 


over the major schooner fleet which were unoperational at that time. The ob- 


jectives of FIDECO are to provide fish for both the local and export 


~™ 


market 


and handling export for joint venture operations. 


During 1982 FIDEO has been involved in modernising, repairing and the stan- 


dardisation of all the acquired fishing boats. A marine workshop has also 
g 


been established. 


A Pre-Harvest Research Department has been created so as to enable research to 
be in direct contact with commercial fishing. This department in 6&3 will be 


19 
fully involved in research on mackerel, deep-water demersals and shark 
fishing. 

At presents FIDECO employs 130 sea-going staff and 25 shore-based staff. By 
the beginning of 1983 FIDECO will be fully oeprational, with 21 fishing 
schooners and one tuna longliner. The latter has a present crew comprising of 
22 Seychellois and 6 expatriates. 


With the completion fo the boatyard on LaDigue in 1983, FIDECO will start to 
acquire a new generation of fishing boats designed and built for fishing. 
FIDECO will also be involved in close collaboration with IDC, in the develop- 
ment of tishing in the outer islands. To facilitate the achievement of the 
objectives a subsidiary, Indian Ocean Marine Ltd., was formed in 1982 which 
will ensure that all necessary marine and fishing equipment will be available 
to the industry at a reasonable price. 


In 1983, FIDECO will concentrate on tuna industrial fishing probably through 
joint venture operations. 


NATIONAL CONSULTANCY SERVICES LIMITED (NCS), has had a busy year in 1982 with 
the completion of the NAIL complex at Point Larue, the first phase of the 
school, also at Pointe Larue, the fire and ambulance station at Latanier Ave- 
nue, the SNPC printing works at Mont Fleuri, Anse Aux Pins clinic and nurses 
houses, the fuel station at Baie Ste. Anne, Praslin, the extension to the 
Supreme Court, the NYS village at Baie Ternay and the airport expansion 
project. This last project was completed on schecule despite the events of 
the 25th November i981] which left the project in temporary disarray. 

The company is also responsible for Independence House, which will be com- 
pleted very shortly. On a smaller but very important scale NCS has advised 
numerous members of the public on problems they were experiencing with the 
construction of their own houses. 


Turning to the future, NCS has been working closely with Government through- 
out the last year to bring to reality the major expansion of Victoria 
Hespital. In collaboration with overseas consultants NCS will shortly be 


Starting design work on the Victoria Sewerage Scheme, which will connect the 
whole of Victoria and the surrounding area into a central sewerage system. 
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The small tourism complex on Marie-Louise island is nearin,; ymmpletion and by 
1983 will be able to receive visitors. Delays due to rough seas 
ting unloading of necessary materials have slowed down the project. 
In 1983 with increased livestock production, the company will have an excess 
of coconut oil, which will be exported to Mauritius for refining and used in 
other products such as margarine and soap. I.D.C. will re-import these fin- 
ished products for sale locally. 


Work on concreting the grass airstrips on the islands of Farquhar and Coetivy 
was started in the last quarter of 1982 and would be completed by the lst 
month of 1983. It is essential that the airstrips on these islands where a 
lot of activities are going to take place be in good condition for the turbo- 
prop aircraft. This aircraft acquired in 1981 has made it possible to improve 
the management on the islands of Coetivy and Farquhar and establish a better 
working relationship between employees and management. 


One of the main objectives of the company is to develop reliable social in- 
frastructure so that workers can live in confidence on the islands and later 
on allow settlers to live on the islands. The number of visits by doctors/ 
nurses, dentists has increased during 1982 and a regular scheduled visit by a 
doctor will be established in 1983. With the diversification of economic 
activities on the islands, the islands’ community will be more diversified 
and improve the outlook for settlement on the islands. 


Since its incorporation in 1980 the STATE ASSURANCE CORPORATION OF SEYCHELLES 
has in its own way contributed to the economic growth of this country by en- 
suring that premiums the Corporation retains on business underwritten in Sey- 
chelles is invested in the country and also arranging its Re-Insurance Treaty 
Programmes in such a way that Treaty Re-Insures invest 40% of the premiums on 
business re-insured with them in Seychelles for a period of not less than one 
year. 


The total premiums underwritten by the Corporation in 1982 is expected to be 
around R 26 million. 


It is envisaged that these will treble in the year 1983 due to the anticipated 
growth in the national economy and the recent legislation restricting writing 
of insurance business to the Corporation only. 


In addition the Corporation has contributed in the field of training and edu- 
cation by setting up Insurance Management and Technical Training courses lo- 
cal;ly, encouraging their staff to take the professional examinations and 
generating interest in insurance careers in future school leavers by giving 
talks to '0O' and 'A' Level students. 


In 1983 the Corporation aims to increase Life Insurance and to launch a 
national Group Pension Scheme as these will serve our interest in numerous 
ways. There are substantial benefits occurring to both the individual and to 


the country in Life Insurance Scheme. 
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The Authority spent around R 18 million in 1982 in capital expenditure fo 
extension to tne water sunpry. 

Proper management of our human resources is indispensable to the de 
velooment of all our other reso: » Ali social and economic proaress will 
ultimately deper rine Quaitly an 1qu wmtitv of ourt aned anc expenenced 
manpower The planning, training and utilization of our manpower must form 
part of our total integrated apprcach to national development 

The Nai } A pOWeT ‘py: fePlrooment! R araad ithe D tor ite of Man 
power Development aitacned to the Board were set up in Ma «'1 1982. The sore 
yf the Boardiso formulation in tae tield of manpower deveiooment and 
tne rdination and consolidation of all efforts made inthis tield. The Board's 
responsibie for poticres to remedy any exising imbalances between man- 
oower requirements and avaiiabilty and above ali to nelo prevent tnese 
imbalances arising in the fut At the same time it promotes the furnner 
development of individtals 

. 1982, efforts were concentrated on setting up the Board and the Directo 
rate and a Nationa! Ma ver Development Board act was enacted 

Nn 1983, the Directorate v Qublish national Manpower Development 
Policy anda National Manpower Plan. Staff invoived with manpower deveiop 
nent will be trained with priority being given to the training of staff in the fieid 
of personnel management. The Directorate will also be involved with the 
implementation of other aspects of tne National Manpower Development 
Policy 

7 1982 the National C for Children which was formed in 1980 as é 
body respons'bie for ali matters relating to children estaolishec Regiona 
Offices in Mahe, Prasiin and La Digue to biing the Council nearer to the people 
ratner than tne peopie to the Count | Pen Regi Mal Of iCeS Were set upin June 











1987 with one or two Chiid Care Officers operating the guidance of the Centra 
Child Care Office at Maison du Peuple where there is a smali se retarial staff 
and tWwoPrincipa Child Care Officers 

The regionaiZation scheme not only provea effective Dut also economica 
and there is no doubt effi ency increased. Whiist initial setting up cost were 


? 


high nevertneless the Council worked well within its set annual Dudget o 


R 910.000 

In July of this year the Council iook tne Sant Lazenes under its wing; even 
with this added expenditure the Council was stili able to keep within its 
budgeted figure. The Sant Lazenes was set up with the whole purpose of 
giving young peoopie a piace to call in for advice, a chat or vocational training 
In October, 7 acres of land was presented to the Council by Seychelles Bre- 
weries for The President’s Viilage’’ where chiidren falling within the category 
of President's Children” will be able to find shelter until they attain the age of 
18 years. The Village is likely to cost in the region of R 3.5 million and is 
intended to cater for approximately 130/150 children. Tne running cost is 
estimated to be in the region of R 300,000 per annum. 

To further improve its services the Council plans in 1983 to completely 
decentralize, forming four main Regions — North, South, East and West — 
which will look after the Child Care Offices falling within their regions 

This in effect will mean keeping only a Secretariat at Maison du Peuple. A 
general meeting of the Child Care Officers and the 4 Principal Regional Child 
Care Officers with the Chairman will be held once every 6 weeks at Maison du 
Peuple. The Principal Regionai Child Care Officers will be entirely responsible 
for the efficient, effective and economical running of their regions and will 
report back to the Executive Committee via the Chairman. 

In regard to the Sant Lazenes. in collaboration with United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities (UNFPA) Sub-Committee, tne council hopes to encou 
aje more youngsters to come to the Centre where activities are arranged w th 
ters in our society 


r 


the sole purpose of encouraging participation by young 
Programmes such as Art and Drama, Music, Agriculture, Gymnastic, Political 
Education are some of the activities to be covereu. The Sant is to work ciGse.y 
with Seychelles Youth Award (SYA), National Council for Children (NCC { 
local Branches to achieve its objectives which is to group ali cnildren in 
Seychelles together to ensure a better society 
The FLORAL LANDSCAPING AND GARDENING COMPANY ‘FLAC CO 

For the past 22 months FLAGCO has been pvrecce 


cupied only with landscaping work, jandscaping consultancy and mainte 


nance of gardens for both the private and public sectors. Hotels, private resi- 


established in January 1987 


dences and commercial businesses have been the main cChents ‘o 


landscaping 


. ~ . ¢ 
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For 1983 FLAGCO plans to concentrate fully on tne propagation, distribu 


tion and marketing of piants for export. To this end :t nas alreaagy rnaa 


contacts with potential QOuyers overseds 
“fF ~ rr rt i] . ~ ‘ As 
FLAGCO 1s also responsible for the maintenance of ail cemetries on Ma 
Dra ry rire 
Prasiin and La VDigus 
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ne onjectivs f COMPUTER SERVICES are to supply, support, maintai 
computer equipment and train seycneiois in the app.icauon, mMawnie 
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Seycheliois engineers who are also maint 1g and repairing ele 


equipment used in the seychelles other ind Mputerd 
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Jata with Bureau staff being on hand to ass 3st as nece ry f jeve aryt 


branch under instruction of Mentor Systems Personne! ha : 

their underst MNaing of the machine and its capabilities Mmsgsover lelg 
ifthe year itnas seen the whiting Of Six NeW Sys 5 an st NQ 
ystem at Va mus SITeS and Dy various pheryys Ine , bJ ' 1 

expanded during tne year t mewit mandiortime and cannow 

to four different clhents wrresame time 


1983 will show an inc: IysCO 1) PFOQTaAMMNG Cavat ar ifr rl 4 } 


gradual expansion of systems analysis 
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modems, for them to operate frorn their own off ce 

We must balance economic and soci yrowth. We want NG! yoda 
vity for a higher standard of living and we want a more equal society We want 
individual advancement and we want an integrated community of seif 


respecting Numan beings 


. , . ’ r . ’ , 

In otner w yrds Ve are >" tively ang constructive l\ ncerned w i fe 

>t a . , . ~ | P . > . Tr . - . ' ney in) 
triputive justice and social { Mcipatior These goais do not need to collids 1 
. .} 7 ~ +h . j AP ~ -_ we ; dP + 
Ine snort-run with tne need to increase e¢ omic productivity in order to raise 


the general standard of living. Hard work is a virtue in any sector of th 
economy 

State initiative lrection and contro! are necessary in many areas Dut the 
private enterprise contribution to resnaping tne economy ts aiso vital, anditis 
appreciated 

All those who investi effort and resources contributing to tne jong 
interest and benefit of Seyc helles and take their social responsibilities 


MUS!Y CaN De assured of a continuing welcome here 


There will be areas where the governmentis wliing but private enterprise 
iS not to shoulder the risks of expansion. There will also be instances where 
our government stands by to help when private resources cannot afford to 
venture alone in matters significant to the rest of the economy. Together, we 
must search out the weak spots :n our basic industries (especially tourism) 
and concentrate on these with all the viquor at our command. 

From the remarks that | have just made about parastatals it can be seen 
low important a role they have to play in the creation of employment. Much 
more investment can be made in 1983 to broaden the employment base 
Parastatals are expected to improve on their efficiency and set an example of 
efficiency 

As | end this address let me express my gratitude to all those who tn one 
way or another nave helped me in the performance of my duties as President 
and while extending my warm wishes to all for a prosperous and happy new 
year, jet me once again reaffirm my own solenm oath that ! shall continue to 
serve you to the best of my ability without fear or favour and with the added 
conviction that we shal! succeed to bring equality and freedom to this nation of 
Ours 
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GOVERNMENT MUST BE WARY OF LEFTIST SOPHISTICATION, RIGHT WING 


Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Atrikaans 15 Dec 82 p 12 


| intervie 


w Of Political and Business Advisor Jan du Plessis by Columnist 


A 


Otto Krause: "ANC and ABW Seen in Broader Context"] 


Krause: 


Olt Sout 


Du Plessi 


[Text] With the ANC and the AWB [Afrikaner Weerstand 
Beweging] (Atrikaner Resistance Movement) in the 
news, people have again focused their attention to 
the question of polarization between the far-right 
and the far-left in South African politics and the 
effect this is having on our democratic system. 


Of great interest is not only the government's measures 
against these movements, but how we view these in the 
broader international and historical contexts. 


Otto Krause has discussed these matters with 
Dr Jan du Plessis, a Pretoria political expert and 


business advisor. 


How dangerous are the moves of left and right extremism to the policy 


Africa? 


Ss: Extremist activities which are showing up in South Africa today 


must be viewed in the broader international background. 


The remar 


democratl 


Inste ad Ol 


terrorism 


+ » . . 
Ol Pprou} S 
} t 


kable thing is that this type of activity aims to get around the 
c process and obtain political power by means of violent actions. 
tf the ballot box extremist elements are employing psychological] 

(armed propaganda) as a means of political persuation. The loyalty 


‘f people is bound together by pclitical violence. 


. . ! 1 ’ ye . 
[Thus an entirely new political "morality" has been created. Violence is 


being sanctified as a political instrument and limpet mines, the AK 4/7 and 


1 


| port a 1 _— t termi _ -] he =e } m 

the RPG s have become the symbois of the new Treedom. 

For these groups the political power play has changed completely over the 
past decade and to a large extent democracy has become a uSeless thing for 


them. 
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it 1S a stunning matter to know that communism is orchestratiny the entire 


2 


world terrorism and theretore it is not a matter of a national liberation 


Struggle, but of communist expansion. 

In South Ar: 1 che ANC and its bosses are being caught offguard by the 
progress of the independent black states, especially Bophuthatswana. The 
more these states involve the West (and this is happening) the more meager 


' ' , 
the ANC’s chances tor success. 


[here 1s dismay in the ANC over the reforming initiatives taken by the govern- 
ment, but there is great joy over the split in the Nationalist Party and the 
establishment of Dr Treurnicht's Conservative Party. 

Despite this adversity (and the windfalls in Afrikaner politics) they have a 
meticulously worked out strategy. 

(he ANC has established a political presence in southern Africa and in capital 
cities of the world (there are 33 of such offices already) for the purpose 

of cementing the idea that it is in reality the legal claimant to the govern- 
ment in South Africa. 


In so doing it hopes to win acceptance as the "government in exile" and to 


vet the P W Botha Government labeled as the illegal government. Besides 
the hand it has in 260 anti-South Atrican pressure groups overseas, this 
represents one of its actions in isolating South Africa and to estrange it 


trom Western countries. 


7s 4 rex , ’ . . ’ ? a “ee ~ | 
The ANC’sS political mission abroad also serves aS a smoke screen for organizing 


nilitary actions such as the recruitment of men, training and brainwashing. 


Within South Atrica the primary objective is distabilization by means of 
terrorist Sabotage. It is dving this by sending to South Africa strong, 


carefully trained ANC task torces (mostly from Mozambigue) to carry out hit 


ores } ‘tiong 
and:run sabotage actions. 


First they send reconnoiters, having professionally falsified identities, for 
the purpose of mapping the terrein for terrorism. They go back, still] 
{ t P} b Y & ’ 


undetected. Then come the ammunition carriers who follow incredible methods 

of concealment for smuggling in bombs and other devices and hiding them. They 

too manage to slip back again. The third group enter the country with their 
lothes on--as it were. They plant the bombs and as these explode these 

people are usually already out of the country. 

This task torce has already recruited and trained many young blacks trom 

South Africa, especially atter the 1976 school disturbances. 

| ent. il hese terrorist actions (and indications are that the 

Will increase) is to entice the population of South Africa, tainly the whites, 

to react emotionally in a right wing direction, because (2@ccording to them) 

this will intensity internal conflict, spur polarizatior between whites and 


of ¢ehae + _— , ; < 
DiackKs and thus render the situation ripe. 
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ihe Gepositions provide here on these discussions, and the commentary herewith, 


an answer. 
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THREE Kwa Thema stu- 
dents appeared in the 
Springs Regional Court 
yesterday on allegations 
of being involved in ac 
tivities of the banned 
Afncan National Con- 
gress in Southern Trans- 
vaal and Botswana 

Andrew Mokone (19), 
Vulindlela Mapekula (22 
and Reginald Nkosi (21) 
also face a further charge 
of being in possession of a 
calendar published by the 
ANC between July and 
September last vear 

According to the 
charge sheet the accused 
conveyed messages, let- 
ters, information and in- 
structions from the ANC 
in Botswana to South 
Afnca and vice versa 

They formed a cell or 
local body and carried lit- 
erature from Botswana 
and distnbuted it 

Other allegations are 
that they made an ANC 
flag, obtained money 
from the ANC and con 
veyed it to South Afnca 
for various projects 

According to the State 
the accused also advo 
cated and encouraged the 
principies and 
the ANC and conspired 
with others to commit the 


ideals of 
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acts as mentioned in the 
charge sheet. 

Mr N Tuchten, defend- 
ing, lodged an objection 
to the charge sheet that it 
did not contain sufficient 
detail of the alleged of- 


fences 
He submitted that it 
was not an offence to 


strive for the same aims as 
the ANC says it was striv- 
ing for, but 1t was unlaw 
ful to take part in ANC 
activities or to assist the 
Organisavion. 

He said the accused 
wanted to know which ac- 
tivities of the ANC they 
allegedly took part in. 
They could not. be 
charged with acts and 
then not be given details. 

Mr Tuchten submitted 
that more information 
was available but the 
State was unwilling to dis- 
close it. He said the pros- 
ecutor should be ordered 
to furnish further details 

Mr A R van Wyk, the 
prosecutor, said the State 
had provided sufficient 
detail. [It had only to give 
reason: ble detail as the 
accused were aware of the 
charges agains{ them 

The magistrate, Mr P J 
Fourie, will give a deci- 
sion today when the tnal 
continues. 








A R27-MiLLION glass 
project, Wesgias 
(Pty), is being 
launched by three 
major industrial 
groups. 

Production of 
laminated and tem- 
pered gin > mainiy 
for the automati ve in- 
dustry is scheduled 
to start in July 1984. 

The shareholders 
are Wesco, holding 
company of Toyota 
South Africa; Messi- 
na, hoiding company 
of Datsun-Nissan 
SA; Angio American 
Industrial Corpora- 
tion {(Amic), a major 
sharehoider in Sig- 
ma. 

Wesgiass has en- 
tered Into a licence 
and tectinical assist- 
ance agreement with 
Asahi Glass, a !ead- 
ing Japanese glass 
manufacturer, with 
annual saies in ex- 
cess of R2-billion. 





The new 14 500 im’ 
glass factory will be 
established at Ga 
Rankuwa in Bophu- 
thats wana. 

Dr AJ J Wesseis, 
chairman of Wesg- 
las, says: “initial 
sales will be to the 
automotive industry, 


but will eventually be 
extended to general 
construction. 

“Seaior manage- 
ment will be appoint- 
ed during the next 
few weeks. 

“The decision to 
locate in Bophutha- 
tswana was taken 
because of the ready 
availability of labour 
and the accessibility 
of management and 
technica! stati from 
developed areas like 
Pretoria and sur- 
roundings. 

“in addition, tne 
tactory location is in 
close proximity to 60 


percent of the mar- 
ket, especiaily within 
easy reach of such 
important prospec- 
tive customers as 
Datsun, Sigma and 
others. 

“Ga-Rankuwa, as 
an approved decen- 
tralisation area, of- 
fers various attrac- 
tive concessions’. 

Wesgias is fur- 
thermore most fortu- 
nate in its associa- 
tion with Asahi 
Giass, which is inter- 
nationaily recogni- 
sed for its research 
and development of 
efficient high-tech- 
nology manufactur- 
ing processes. 

Dr Wessels adds: 
“Wesgias is placing 
itself right in tne mid- 
die of the market by 
manufacturing both 
laminated and tem- 
pered giass_ right 
from the start’. 








SOUTH Africa could cut 
its dependence on im- 
porting magnesia and alu- 
mina by employing chlo- 
nde hydrometallurgy to 
recover these materials 
from its vast low grade 
deposits, says Mr Bran 
Boland general manager 
of Babcock Woodall- 
Duckham in South Afn- 
Ca 

According to Mr Bo- 
land, hvydrometallurgical 
processes are rapidly re- 
placing conventional py- 
rometallurgical tech- 
Miques iN Overseas cou 
tries as the ores mined be 
come leaner and environ- 
mental legislation tighter 

Hydrometailurgical 
methods, he claums, are 
ideally suited to ores with 
a low metallic content and 
the use of hydrochlone 
acid, in particular, allows 
for the recycling of the 
processing agent This not 
only results in reduced at- 
mospheric pollution, par 
ticularly in respect of Sip 
contamination, but also in 
a reduction in disposal 
costs leading to more 
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economic plant opera- 
von 


Babcock Woocall- 
Duckham has, in recent 
years, been involved in 
investigating the applica- 
ion of chlonde hydrome- 
tallurgy to chromite up- 
grading, nickel and mag- 
nesia extraction, the pro- 
duction of alumina from 
clays and ilmenite up- 
grading 


t is obvious that, par- 
ticularly in the case of alu- 
mina — which is used in 
the refractones industry 
ind for smelting into alu- 
minium — as well as mag- 
nesia, which is presently 
mported from Israel for 
we as high temperature 
furnace lining, chloride 
hydrometallurgy offers 
exciting possibilities in 
the coming years. Other 
areas, such as silica sand 
production for glass mak 
ing, the upgrading of 
chromite and ilmenite 
and the recovery of tin 
from dumps, are tdeaily 
suited to hydrometaliurgi- 
cal recovery techniques. ” 


‘though chioride hy 
drometallurgical pro- 
cesses can follow a num- 
ber of processing routes 
Mr Boland points out that 
in general they involve 
dissolving either the re- 
quired material or the im- 
purities in hydrochloric 
acid, followed by filtra- 
tion and then high tem- 
perature hydrolysis of the 
chlonde liquor to regen- 
erate the hydrochloric 
acid 

“Loss of chlonde from 
the system is extremely 
low. The spray roasting 
process at Metsep (Pty) 
Ltd, a Babcock Woodall- 
Duckham designed plant 
in Johannesburg, recov- 
ers some 99,5 percent of 
the chloride fed to the 
plant) as hydrochlonc 
acid. This makes a chlo- 
ride  hydrometailiurgical 
process extremely econ- 
omical when compared to 
a pvrometallurgical pro 
cess which can be costly 
because of the need to 
eliminate dust and fumes 
Avoiding poliution of the 
atmosphere by Si? fumes 
is also a problem with 


such a process. ’ 
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THE cost of one of the 
Most important inputs in 
the domestic fertiliser in 
dustry, namely phosphate 
rock, has been kept con- 
stant for the past three 
years with the result that 
the price has in fact de- 
clined by 32 percent in 
reali terms 

This siatement is made 
in the annual report of the 
Phosphate Development 
Corporation (Foskor) by 
the chairman, Dr Jj P 
Kearney. He views it as a 
significant contabution to 
the agricultural sector in 
the Republic 

Foskor’s consolidate 
net income after tax for 
the year to Juiy 1982 was 
Ri2,7-million 
with R13,8-million the 
previous year after the 
decline in sales of phos- 
phate rock had been limi- 
ted to only 3 percent in 
spite of the collapse of the 
international phosphate 
rock market. 

An increase of 475 per 
cent from 20 000 t to 
115 OOO t in) phosphate 
rock exports was achieved 
by Foskor in spite of this 
collapse 


compared 


New markets were de- 
veloped in Europe. the 
tar East and southern 
Airica and Foskor ts now 
the onty producer in the 
Free World which can of- 
fer volcame apatite to the 
world market 

Dr Kearney 


the word de 


SaVvsS that 
recesslio 
nary conditions have led 
to a Surplus aimost all 
forms of ferulisers 

Several large Onos- 
phate mines in the United 
States have been forced 
to close down or to curtail 


production 


The phosphor acid 
exporters, Tnom! 
and Sentrachem’s 


encountered 


Fert 
liser 
Fedmus 
problems with marketing, 
leading to a further reduc- 
tion in exports. Dunng 
1980 some 450 QUO t of 
phosphoric acid were ex- 
ported, compared with 
230 0OO dung 198! 


As a relief measure for 
the domestic phosphonec 
acid =exporters, Foskor 
supplies phosphate rock 
at a lower than contracteG 
price to Triomf and Fed 


mus as in the previous fi- 
nancial year 

In the 
Kearney, the domestic 
phosphate industry has 
not yet bottomed. 


opimon of Dr 


in the short term, it as 
difficult to forecast to 
what degree the wide- 


spread drought conditions 
with the in- 
rates 
€ loca! sales 
Present ind!- 
lat there will 
be little growth in this sec- 
tor of the market 

Dr Kearney also reters 
importation of 


togetne! 
creases in interest 
wil! affect th 
of fertilisers 


cations are ti 


io) othe 
procucts such as di-am- 
monium phosphate at 
lower prices than the cost 
of source materials on the 
worid markets. This has 
had a ‘detrimental effect 
on foskor’s domestic 
market 

Whereas Foskor could 
iN previous years recoup 
msing production costs 
from an expanding mar- 
ket, the importation of di- 
ammoniumg phosphate 
now precludigs this 

Excellen@® progress is 
being made # the area of 
research and develop- 


. 


i] 
e 
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ment. A semi-production 
scale plant, dDuilt at a cost 
of R6-milhion for the pro- 
duction of phosphate rock 
from pyroxenite ore by 
means of a dry process, 
was commissioned dunng 
the year 

The development of 
methods to employ super- 
conducting magnets for 
the dry separation of 
minerals has led to the de- 
sign of an industrial sup- 
er-conducting magnetic 
separator 

The separator is pres- 
ently under construction 
and is expected to be 
commissioned by Apn. 
1983 

As a result of successtul 
research carned out by 
Foskor, the imported rea- 
gent, gum arabic, can 
now be replaced by the 
more economical guar 
gum, obtainable locally 

Negotiations are con- 
tinuing with Palabora 
Mining Company to make 
available the slimes frac- 
tions of phosphate-bear- 
ing tailings from which 
Foskor will be able to 
additiona 


S00 (OO t of phosphate 


produce an 


rOCK a year 








SOME Indian leaders have suggested that the 
Government hold a referendum to establish 
whether the Indian community accepts the 
new constitutional plan. 

Other Indian leaders say that a referendum is 
not a good 1dea because there will be intimi- 
Gation; it would be better to have a poll. 

Meanwhile, there are pressures on Indians to 
take part in the new system as well as pres- 
sures on them not todoso. 

The Indians are perhaps more vulnerable than 
anv section of the community. 

Some years back the Zulus turned on the In- 
dians in Natal, killing some and injuring 
many. 

The Zulus are against the new dispensation 
because Blacks will play no part init 

Since Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the Chief Min- 
ister of KwaZulu, uses the separate develop- 
ment system to the advantage of his people, 
it is inconsistent for him to deny tne Indians 
(and the Coloureds) the right to use the new 
constitutional set-up to the advantage of 
their own people 

Not that Chief Buthelez agrees that there are 
parallels between his participation in the 
KwaZulu National Assembly and the deci- 
sion of the Labour Party leader. the Rev 
Alan Hendrickse. to participate in the 
Coloured chamber of the new Parliament 

The apartheid system, he says, was imposed 
on KwaZulu without choice. The question 
for him was not whether to accept govern- 
ment policy or not, but whether to abdicate 
as a leader and abandon his people 

Mr Hendrickse’s true parallel, he claims, was 
in the decision of some Black leaders to ac- 


cept independence. 


Both were optional and both were character- 
ised by the identity mark of ‘‘classical apart- 
heid’’ — exclusion of Afncans from political 
iughts in White-designated South Africa in 
return, respectively, for a junior partnership 
in White hegemony or “sovereign indepen- 
dence.” 

But in 1981 Chief Buthelezi urged Blacks to 
convert government-created community 
councils into ‘“‘chariots to rush our people to 
battle. 


“With a well-considered strategy we can out- 
wit Whites... . There is no reason why these 
structures, created to divide us, cannot be 
turned into mechanisms of unity.” 

That's where Chief Buthelezi’s argum.cit falls 
down, since there is no way in which his In- 
katha movement can be furced into the com- 
munity council system — it is its free choice 
to participate as it 1s the free choice of the 
Labour Party to participate in the Coloured 
chamber. 

Be that as it may. Chief Buthelezi has warneu 
that Coloured and Indian participation in the 
new system will make these two groups “ene- 
mies’’in the eyes of Black South Africans 

“Acceptance of the proposals as they are 
means accepting an incurable ulcer in the 
body of Black unity,” he said at the Coloured 
Labour Party congress. The congress ignored 
his warnings and resolved to join the new 
dispensation conditionally 

The party decided that its participation in the 
three-chamber system and the joint standing 
committees could contribute towards the at- 
tainment of the party’s constitutional objec- 
tives 








fn other word the party wiil use the system to ly. thes ' doin f nore th 
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ACHIEVE TIS YOaILS Inkatha w ad Te eE: Mm using the community 
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f structures that we are denying our prin coming to their decision but should do what 
ciples ney consider best for their own people 
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ur principles and to reaffirm our beliefs in snould be held to test the icceptance Or 
inte SHess, Justice CQuallt and the one- Otnerwise of the WOPASais OF the W Dites 
ness Ofour South African nathonhood.”’ And if a referendum is aeld among one sec 
In the sense that the Coloureds wall be USING a tion, i should ° Meta aMony ali three 
government structure to achieve ineir own White: Coloureds and | dans 








AFRICAN CRITICISM OF | ) 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in Envlish 17 Jan 83 p 6 
| | 11t rl | | 


x 
a 
oc 


| THE UNITED STATES would have every 


nght to tell the Black Afncan States which 
are criticising its ‘constructive engagement” 
with South Afnca, and insistence on the 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, to 
drop dead. 


For the United States is not some kind of min- 
or banana republic which can be pushed 
around. 


Itis the West's superpower. 

It does more for its Black critics, in a construc- 
tive, non-military way, than Russia and the 
whole communist bloc do in a military way. 


For the United States is interested in the ad- 
vancement of Third World countrres; the 
Russians are interested only in manipulating 
them for Russia’s own expansionist pur- 
poses. 


Black African States have no right to spit in 
Uncle Sam's face, no right to accuse America 
of duplicity. 


If anything, the Americans have tended to fall 
over backwards to help Black countries 
which are mostly one-party States and 
dicta*orships, which have httle to offzr the 
Western world either in material or stategic 
terms, and which have only one thing in com- 
mon — their ability to hold out the begging 
bowl persistently and without shame 


Yet we have just seen a conference of the Ayr 
can-Amencan Institute tn Harare at which 
United States policy on South West Africa 
and South Africa was subjected to a sus- 
tained attack by Afncan leaders and Ameri- 
can liberals 


“Cynical, shameful, myopic, absurd, pro- 
White, anti-Black, shameless, discredited 
and failed’’ were terms used to condemn the 
policy. 


Zimbabwe's Prime Minister, Mr Robert Mu- 
gabe, who has as much sense of justice and 
good faith as a Russian commissar, set the 
tone by accusing the United States of resort- 
ing to blackmail in the negotiations on South 
West African independence. 

The cause of his ire was the linking of withdra- 
wal of Cuban troops in Angola to a South 
African pullout from South West Atrica. 

Mr Mugabe said US insistence on linkage gave 
solace to South Africa in tts destabilisation 
of African States. 

The Foreign Ministers of Botswana and Zam 
bia claimed that American policy had stift- 
ened South African resistance to race re- 
fi rn 

That's a very interesting allegation, consider- 
ing that Mr P W Botha is instituting reforms 
that have the support, if somewhat cautiously 
expressed, of the Washington administrat- 
ion. 

The resistance to reform comes not from the 
Government but from the Afmkaner Right- 
wing, in particular 

At the Harare conference that prize terrorist, 
Mr Sam Nujoma, the Swapo leader, de- 
mandea immediate implementation of UN 
resolution 35 and an end to Amenican insist- 
ence on a Cuban withdrawal. 

Mr Nujoma warned the US that it was “‘pro- 
moting racial hatred’’ in Southern Africa 


through its policy of ‘constructive engage- 
ment” with Pretoria and insistence on a Cu- 
ban pullout. 








[he threat to the region came from South 
Africa, and not trom Cuban troops, he 
ind the Reagan administration was largely to 
blame for the tadure of South West African 
iIndependein ec neygouations 
[he sauce of the man! 
The problem of achieving a South West Afni- 
can settlement is caused by Swapo’s terrorist 
activities, the presence of Cuban troops, who 
act as a destabilising force in the region, and 
the pressures exerted by the frontline States 
to achieve a settlement favournng Swapo. 
ortunately, Dr Chester Crocker, the Ameri- 
can Secretary of State tor Afncan Affairs, 
has not succumbed to the latest Atncan blan- 
dishments 


we 


tHe told the closing CSSTOT m South West 
ATTICA lt African Jeaders were to ask us to 
abandon what we are doing now and to 


i@ave. We Would Go so 
Hie Weve! UFis Ss the fast roing tne ftfrontlin 
States want, since if tne US pulied out, the 


negouations would collapse 
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CHINA REFUTES WESTERN MEDIA CLAIMS CONCERNING TAZARA 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 11 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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Peking Monday. 
CHINA has criticised Western 
media claims that the Tan- 


zania-Zambia Railway 
(TAZARA) was uneco- 
nom ical. 


The New China News 
Agency said here yesterday 
that time would tell that the 
railway was not a white 
elephant as dubbed by the 
Western media. 

The agency said TAZARA 
had handled nearly 6.7 
million passengers and 5.7 
million tonnes of freight since 


it began full operation in 
1976. 
Tanzania and Zambia 


needed the railway badly to 
defeat a colonial blockade. the 
agency said, and Lusaka in 
particular had needed a route 
to the sea. 

Some Western powers, 
however, had turned down 
requee*s to build it and had 
scoffed at a Chinese offer as 
“moon chasing”’. 

“Some of their ma*s media 
went so far as ‘o call 
TAZARA a white elephant”, 
it said. “Time will testify it is 
not a white elephant”. 


But the agency. said 
TAZARA had had its 
problems, including poor 


management, underpowered 
locomotives and financial 
difficulties caused by cargo 
owners in arrears. 
‘“TAZARA heiped Zambia 
break the blockade of the 
white racists in Southern 
Rhodesia. In the years up to 
the end of 1975, when it was 
only partially open to traffic, 
TAZARA, supported by high- 
ways, handled 80 per cent of 


Zambia's imports and ex- 
ports”. 
This had shattered a 


foreign scheme to throttle the 
Zembian economy, the news 
agency added. 

Even after the in- 
dependence of neighbouring 
Zimbabwe, which had since 
been able to transport Zam- 
bian exports southwards to 
the sea via South Africa, 
TAZARA had continued to 
handle 40 per cent of Zam- 
bia’s crucial copper exports. 

Tanzanian development 
had been boosted by the 
1,860-kilometre (1,163-mile) 
line, it said, and Zaire had 
recently signed an agreement 
w. Tarzania to build a 
bra: to the port of Kasanga 
en lake Tanganu;i+a which 
would also henefit landlocked 
Rwanda and °rundi. 
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NYERERE URGES MASS SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC MEASURES 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 13 Jan 83 p 1 


[Excerpt ] 


PRESIDENT Nyerere has 
reminded Tanzanians of the 
grim economic situation 
facing the country this year 
and urged mass support for 
the remedial measures _in- 
stituted by the Government. 

Speaking at the cdimax of 
the 19th anniversary of the 
Zanzibar Revolution 
celebrations at Amaan 
Stadium in Zanzibar yester- 
day, Mwalimu said the 
measures would be bitter. 

He told the rally attended 
by visiting Chinese Premier 
Zhao Zivyang that there was 
still no sign of the developed 
economies to improve, adding 
that this meant more trouble 
for the poor economies, in- 
cluding Tanzania. 

“The signs show that the 
developed economies will con- 
tinue to waver and in that 
case poor countries will waver 
even more”, he explained. 

The President said the 
country was facing the worst 
economic situation in the last 
three years, adding that the 
Zanzibar and Union govern- 
ments were working hard to 
improve the situation. 

The struggle, he said, called 
for unwavering support by the 


people, especially those 
aware of the realities of the 
situation. 


“We in the Government 
shall continue to look for the 


best remedy to the situation, 
but I must stress that the 
prescriptions will be t tter’’, 
he said 

He said the Government 
would explain the aims and 
advaniages of measures taken 
to improve the economic 
situation. “I hope that those 
citizens with good intentions 
and who understand and 
acknowledge the fact will co- 
operate with the Government 
in this”, he said. 

However, Mwalimu pointed 
out, that the Government 
would not accept prescrip- 
tions imposed from outsise to 
aggravate the situation. 

“We shall apply only those 
positive measures which will 
improve the economy and 
continue to reject prescrip- 
Hons likely to worsen the 
situation"’, he said. 

Refering to Tanzania‘'s 
rejection of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) con- 
ditions, Mwalimu stressed 
that some of the proposals of- 
fered to cure the country’s 
ailing economy were 
detrimental. 

“There are whispers in 
some quarters that if we had 
accepted this or that prescrip- 
tion the situation would im- 
prove by now....... It is not 
true” he said. 
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CCM'S MAJOR TASK TO PREPARE PEOPLE TO IMPLEMENT SOCIALISM 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Jan 83 p l 


[Article by Attilio Tagalile] 


[Excerpt] 
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THE Party was keen on 
political education and 
training because it was one of 
the most reliable weapons for 
building a socialist and self- 


reliant society, CCM 
Secretary General, Rashid 
Kawawa said in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. 

Opening a_ three-day 


meeting of political education 
teachers and commissars at 
the Kivukoni Party 
Ideological College, Ndugu 
Kawawa said socialist recon- 
siruction would not be 
realised without the par- 
ticipation of a politically con- 
SCTOUS pec pit 

He sai’ the importance of 
political education was 


realised by TANU and ASP 
members long before the at- 
tainment of political in- 
dependence. “That is why we 
employed psychological war- 
fare to weaken our enemy”, 
he added. 

Ndugu Kawawa_ observed 
that it was the realisation of 
TANU members on the in- 
tricacies involved in national 
reconstruction ‘“‘that we 


decided to contribute fifty 
cents each towards the con- 
struction of the TANU 
building on Lumumba 
street’. 

He said after 


nationalisation of the major 
means of production, ex- 
change and transport in 1967 
it was the time we asked our- 
selves whether we had been 


32 


treading on the right path. 

He noted that whatever 
deficiency that we might have 
had in’ the course of im. 
plementing our socialist 
policy must be taken care of 
by CCM. 

The Party Secretary 
General said that the major 
task of the Party was to 
prepare the people 
ideologically, ready for im- 
plementing its socialist 
development policy. 


Basically, he said, the 
people had accepted the 
Party's socialist policy, 


“However, the main questivu 
here is how are we going to 

Ip them realise our desired 
val”, he said. 

Ndugu Kawawa_ stressed 
that the people must be 
educated thoroughly. “‘We 
should not hide anything from 


the world. They must know 
the world they lise in, 
socialist and other policies”. 

Only through this ap- 
proach, he said, will Tan- 
zanians be able to make a 


revolution. He said although 
we had political education 
teachers, most of them tended 
to have their own in- 
terpretation of the kind of 
society we want to build. 

Ndugu Kawawa said the 
Party would make efforts to 
ensure that all political 
education teachers had an 
identical 
parting political education to 
the people. 








approach in im- 
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TANZANIAN-FINNISH ANNUAL CONSULTATIONS CONTINUE 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Jan 83 p 1 


[Article by Halima Shariff ] 


[Text] THE Tanzania-Finish annual 


consultations continued 
behind closed doors at the 
Treasury in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. 

A Treasury official said 
vesterday’s talks centres on 
the mining and construction 
sectors which are supported 
by Finland. 

The official said the two 
sides discussed development 
of mining tn the country and 
Finnish aid, to the State 
Mining Corporation 
(STAMICO) and the Arusha- 
based Minjingu phosphate 
mines. 

The ialks also centred on 
Finnish support to Mwanan- 
chi Engineering and  Con- 
tracting Company, (MECCO) 
and to the Ministry of Works. 
Finland gives technical and 
material support in terms of 
equipment to Mecco and the 
Ministry. 

The officials also discussed 
other Finnish-aided projects 
including the Tanzania 
Fisheries Corporation 
(TAFICO), the Arusha.- 
based Tanzania Phar- 
maceutical [ndustries and the 
Tanzania Tractor Manufac- 
turing Company (RAMA). 

Today, the two sides would 
prepare a detailed summary 
of what had been discussed 
since the consultations 
opened last Tuesday, the of- 
ficial , said. 


The talks are expected to 
end tomorrow and the two 
sides are expected to sign 
agreed minutes 

The Finnish delegation is 
led by the Director of In- 
ternational Development Co- 
operation in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ndugu Maun 
Eggert. 

Ndugu Eggert said at the 
opening ceremony on Tuesday 
that his country intended to 
continue her assistante to six 
Third World countries in- 
cluding Tanzania. Other 
countries are Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Somalia, Sudan and 
Ethiopia. 

According to Ndugu Eggert, 
his country had doubled its 
global aid and that it was 
presently contributing 36 per 
cent of its total aid to 
multiletaral organisations. 

Apart from giving aid 
through bilateral agreements, 
Finland was also aiding 
humanitarian organisations 
the world over, he said. 

rhe other official ac- 
companying Ndugu Eggert is 
his assistant, Ndugu David 
Johansson. 


The Tanzania team, com- 

prising of — officials from 
various ministries, is led by 
the Director of External 
Finance, Ndugu Moses T. 
Kibwana. 
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ATC TO SEND THREE AIRCRAFT TO NETHERLANDS FOR OVERHAUL 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text] AIR Tanzania Corporation (ATC) will send its three /Fokker Friendship/ 
[in italics] planes to Amsterdam, Holland, for general overhaul at a cost of 
20m/-, it was learnt in Dar es Salaam yesterday. 


ATC General Manager Bakari Mwapachu said the Dutch Government had agreed to 
pay 14m/- towards the cost while the remaining 6m/- would be met by the 


Tanzania Government. 





Each of the three aircraft will take at least four to five weeks in Amsterdam. 
"After being worked out, the planes will be as good as new", Ndugu Mwapachu 


said. 


The first aircraft was scheduled to leave Dar es Salaam today, the second 
one next May and the third one sometime early next year, he said. 


Work on the planes will involve stripping the air frame, checking of cor- 
rosion on airframe joints to the mainbody (generally the entire skin of the 


planes). 


It will also include refabrication of the interior part of the plane, fitting 
new upholstery and all electrical and mechanical parts. 


Ndugu Mwapachu said the planes would be flown to Holland by ATC pilots. Two 
ATC engineers and the Deputy Director of Maintenance and Engineering, 

Ndugu Dominic Ruhumbiza, would remain in Amsterdam and work hand-in-hand 
with the Dutch experts there. 


Ndugu Mwapachu, who returned from the Netherlands early this week where he 
held talks with the Dutch government and Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) offi- 
cials, said that his trip was "fruitful". 


He said the Hague authorities had agreed in principle to sponsor the training 
of senior pilots qualifying for /Twin Otter, Fokker Friendship/ and /Boeing 
737/ [in italics] convertion, subject to ATC's requirements. 


ATC will pri pare a paper detailing courses to be pursued by ATC pilots and 
present the document to the Hague authorities for action. 
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[he Netherlands has also agreed to sponsor the training of nine Tanzania 


pilots in New Zealand. 


[he nine pilots had pursued a two-and-a-half-year flying course in Holland 
but failed. However, after reconsidering their case it was ftound to be 
"unwise to throw them on the streets”. 


Instead the Government has offered to sponsor them for another course 
"somewhere else", he added. 


Ndugu Mwapachu said a team of economists, technicians and financial experts 
would come to the country to work out costs of repairing the two /Fokker 
Friendship/ [in italics] planes inherited from the defunct East African Air- 


ways. 


The outcome of the appraisal by the experts will enable ATC to see if they 
can keep the planes after bringing them to acceptable standard or sell them. 
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BRIEFS 


TIPER RESUMES PRODUCTION--The Tanzania-Italian Petroleum Refinery (TIPER), 
which had suspended operations three weeks ago, has now resumed production. 
This follows the arrival of 78,000 tons of crude oil from abroad over the 
weekend. A spokesman of the Ministry of Water and Energy said in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday that the first products, diesel and diesel oils, would be on 
the market starting this Saturday. However, he said the refinery was expected 
to be fully-operational on January 22, when super, and premium petrol and 
kerosene would start flowing into the market. The Deputy Minister for Water 
and Energy, Ndugu Maokola-Majogo, said another 25,000 tons of fuel were 
expected in the country between January 17 and 23. He said the consignment 
would consist of 18,000 tons of diesel, 4,000 tons of super and 3,000 tons 

of regular. [!Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Jan 83 p 3] 
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ZAIRE 


SPOKESMAN DESCRIBES OPPOSITION GROUP'S AIMS 
PM211531 Brussels LE SOIR in French 17 Jan 83 p 3 


["E.Ux." Report: "Zairian Opposition's Structure Presented by Mr Nguza"] 
P 


[Text] Mr Nguza Karl-i-Bond, executive secretary and spokesman of the 
"Congolese Front for the Restoration of Democracy" (FCD), has presented the 


aims and program of that front, which constitutes, if not a government, at 
least a kind of "shadow cabinet," with a structured organization. 


In the first place he noted the criticisms leveled against the Zairian 
opposition: lack of organization and unity and lack of the proposal of a 
credible alternative. 


We have wished, he said, to answer all these criticisms by presenting our- 
selves in a united front comprising all the forces of change existing both 
inside and outside our country. This front currently includes the UDPS 
[Union for Democracy and Social Progress]--the party set up by the 13 
parliamentarians who are detained and are represented abroad by Professor 
Dikonda; the PRP (People's Revolution Party) of Laurent Kabila, who is head- 
ing a guerrilla group in the southeast of the country; the UFPC (Union of 
Progressive Congolese Forces); and the MNC (Congolese National Movement). 
Several other parties have sought membership of the front, and the ratifi- 


cation procedure is under way. 


The aim is therefore to unite all the opposition forces "with a view to 
ending Mr Mobutu's monolithic regime and thus stopping the misery and 


inhuman oppression." 


According to Mr Nguza, the aims are to restore democracy and set up a 
transitional government, whose tasks will include the formulation of a 


draft constitution, the preparation of elections and organization of the 
economy in such a way as to ensure a fair distribution of the national 


income. 
Other Forms of Combat 
The front will use "all the means at its disposal to attain these objectives 


and, as regards the strategy of seizing power, it may be forced to use 
other forms of combat in view of the violent nature of the present regime." 
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With regard to the situation in Zaire, Mr Nguza painted an extremely gloomy 


picture. "The regime is locked inside its dictatorial shell and does not 
know how to get out of it. It is a regime which is totally rejected by the 
people. The founder members of the UDPS (the 13 deputies) are now rotting 


in filthy prisons, deprived of family visits and wholesome food. This is a 
great human rights scandal." 


"The Kinshasa regime tries to explain the dictatorship by what it pompously 
calls /the right to be different./ [passage between slantlines printed in 
italics] That is an attempt to prove that traditional society was based 

on the chief's absolute power. That is untrue. The chief consulted his 
leading citizens and his powers were limited. He was also the guarantor 

of his fellow citizens’ well-being. At present the laws in Zaire are 
applied according to the will of the leader who controls all the institu- 
tions. A marshal's rod will not change anything." 


At economic and social level, Mr Nguza condemned the famine and malnutri- 
tion, the dilapidated condition of the sanitation system, unemployment, 
the lack of social security, the disorganization of the education system 
and lack of security. 


Mr Nguza then gave a long list of the remedies to be applied in various 
spheres stressing the need to restore economic balance in the major 
spheres. 


In foreign policy he thinks that "the Zairian regime is centered on 
dependence or complete alignment with guardian foreign powers from which 
it draws its legitimacy." 


Finally the former Zairian prime minister welcomed the aid given by 

Belgium's Flemish and French-speaking socialist parties and paid tribute to 
the NCOS [expansion unknown] for gathering at least 27,000 signatures call- 
ing for a Belgian parliamentary commission of inquiry into the situation in 


Congo-Kinshasa. 
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ZCTU TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS ON DEVALUATION IMPLICATIONS 


Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES in English 9 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 
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THE Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTV) will 
hold consultations among affiliated unions on the im- 
plications of the devaluation of the Kwacha and the in- 
crease in prices of essential goods. 


And the labour organisation 
has rejected outright the 
salary increment ceiling for 
lowly paid workers which has 
been fixed at five per cent. 

ZCTU general secretary Mr 
Newstead Zimba said in Kitwe 
yesterday the labour leader- 
ship would be briefed on the 
Minister of Finance Mr Kebby 
Musokotwane’s announce- 
ment of the devaluation of the 
Kwacha and what was in store 
for the workers. 

Mr Musokotwane announ- 
ced the devaluation of the 
Kwacha by 20 per cent on 
Friday. He said the Govern- 
ment would suspend repay- 
ments of principal, medium 
and long term foreign debts 
and seek immediate resche- 
duling of the repayments from 
creditors. 

The measures had been 
taken to enable a ‘‘drastic 
adjustment’’ to the economy 
if Zambia was to survive. 

The measures, had been 
taken after protracted negotia- 
tions with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) over the 
800 million Special Drawing 
Rights (SDR) and the Extend- 
ed Fund Facility (EFF) 
atrangement worked out in 
early 1981. 

Mr Zimba said the Govern- 
ment had taken this decision 
because of ‘‘circumstances 
strictly out of its control.”’ 

ZCTU chairman Mr Frede- 


rick Chiluba and Mr Zimba 
were briefed on th measures 
by Mr Musokotwane on how 
the decision to devalue was 
arrived at. But the labour 
movement did not know what 
the workers should expect in 
the Budget which is to be 
announced this month. 

Mr Zimba said while he and 
Mr Chiluba accepted the deci- 
sions and the reasons for the 
devaluation, they adopted a 
cautious attitude and reserved 
their detailed and comprehen- 
sive reaction until the union 
leadership had been briefed. 

It was economically and 
mathematically wrong to think 
that the labour movement 
would accept the wage ceiling 
affecting its members, Mr 
Zimba said. 

The labour movement had 
taken this stand because of 
increases of prices of essential 
goods. 

Last year, prices were raised 
without corresponding wage 
rises and the percentage of 
price increases outstripped the 
workers’ purchasing power. 

Mr Zimba said it would be 
unreasonable to expect any 
well organised labour move- 
ment in any country to merely 
**stay idle’’. 

‘‘We have decided to dis- 
cuss among ourselves the con- 
sequences of the devaluation 
and the price increases,’’ he 
said. 
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MUZ CHAIRMAN ADDRESSES QUARTERLY SUPREME COUNCIL 


Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES in English 9 Jan 83 p 7 


[Text ] THE 


CSO: 


Mineworkers 
Union of Zambia 
(MUZ) will continue to 
speak and point out 
mistakes and actions 
by the Party and its 
Government which are 
not in the people’s in- 
terests, MUZ chairman 
Mr Timothy Walamba 
said in Kitwe yester- 


day. 

Mr Walamba said 
some leaders had 
sometimes been 
hypersensitive to 
criticism, but Zambia 


was a democracy, the 
people had a right to 
criticise their Govern- 
ment where it failed to 
meet people’s expecta- 
tions. 


‘The Party and its Govern- 
ment is for the people of 
Zambia and it’s only the Zam- 
bians who have a right to 
criticise their Government 
where it fails to meet the 
expectations of its people. It 
would be contradictory to 
suffocate those who died for 
this democracy,’’ Mr Wala- 


mba said. 

Opening the MUZ quartely 
supreme council at Katilungu 
House Mr Walamba urged 
MUZ leaders that it was 
important for them to 
approach the presidential 
elections this year with matu- 
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rity and seriousness because 
Zambia could not afford weak 
political leadership. 

Countries with that kind of 
leadership had supressed the 
growth and freedom of the 
worker. 

‘‘Ours is a free and demo- 
cratic labour movement, and 
this is largely due to a few 
individuals in the national 
leadership we have today. You 
therefore must know that you 
have the power through the 
vote to safequard this demo- 
cracy and ensure that social 
justice prevails in this nation.”’ 

Mr Walamba said he was 
aware MUZ had been mis- 
understood in the past but this 
did not mean that the union 
would relent in its efforts to 
speak for the people who gave 
its leadership the mandate to 
do so. 

‘*We have always been the 
vanguards of the Zambian 
revolution and we_ shall 
continue to question anything 
we think is not in the interests 
of the revolution. And when 
we do so, we do not feel guilty 
of offending anyone at all.”’ 

On parliamentary elections, 
Mr Walamba reiterated ZCTU 
chairman general Mr Frederick 
Chiluba’s advice to workers to 
exercise their ‘‘right to reject 
politicians whose actions and 
dealings’’ had in the past 
created frictions in the nation 
because of their dishonesty. 

‘*This is an advice which you 
and I should take very 
seriously,’’ he said. 

Mr Walamba assured MUZ 
leaders that as long as he was 
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national chairman, he would 
continue to defend the union’s 
democratic policies. He ap- 
pealed to them to accept and 
respect the decision of the 
majority. 

On the high number of acci- 
dents recorded in the mining 
industry during 1982, Mr Wa- 
lamba said he was deeply sad- 
dened and perturbed by the 
state of affairs in the Zam- 
bia Consolidated Copper 
Mines. 

‘*I wish to assure you that I 
am not going to remain passive 
while this carnage goes on in 
the mines. | request ZCCM 
management to change their 
attitude and look at safety and 
the welfare of their employees 
in the right perspective.” 


ZCCM had the means to 
stop mine accidents and hoped 
it would do so as conditions in 
the mines were not as they were 
in the 1930s when operational 
hazards were much more pro- 
nounced. 


On Zambianisation, Mr Wa- 
lamba said the retaining of 
expatriates in ZCCM contri- 
buted a great deal to the high 
cost of running the mines. 

‘‘It is a known fact that one 
of the reasons for the high cost 
of production on our mines 1s 
mainly because of continued 


dependence on _ foreign 
labour.” 
Mr Walamba said the 


average cost of maintaining 
one expatriate could be esti- 
mated at K30,000 a year while 
that of a Zambian was only 
K3,000. 
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MINISTER SAYS NATION TO DRAW IMF FUNDS WHEN BUDGET WORKED OUT 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 Jan 83 p 1 


ZAMBIA will draw 
funds from the Inter- 
national Monetary 
Fund (IMF) under the 
new standby arrange- 
ment after the Govern- 
ment has worked out 
this year’s Budget, 
Finance Minister 
Kebby Musokotwane 
said yesterday. 

Mr Musokotwane said Zambia 
scrapped the Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF) deal 
with the IMF and opted for 


the standby arrangement 
because it was ‘‘more rele- 


vant to the deteriorating 
economic situation in the 
country.” 


The standby arrangement deal 
was struck after protracted 
discussions with the IMF 
with which the Government 
agreed early last year for 
800 million Special Draw- 
ing Rights (SDR) EFF three- 
year programme. 

Mr Musokotwane who announ- 
ced drastic measures reach- 
ed at a joint Central Com- 
mittee and Cabinet meeting 
on Thursday night, admitted 
that Zambia could not con- 
tinue drawing funds from 
the IMF because the country 
had breached some of the 
agreements. 


‘SUspénd * 


Crippled by continuing world 
economic recession and a 
domestic corporate collapse, 
Zambia is now unable to pay 
foreign debts and is asking 
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for rescheduling of the 

_ loans. 

When announcing the deva- 
luation of the Kwacha the 
minister said the Govern- 
ment had also decided ‘‘to 
suspend repayment on 
medium and_ long-term 
foreign debts while seeking 
an immediate rescheduling 
from its creditors.’’ 

The minister told a Press 
conference the country was 
facing one of the most 
serious economic crisis since 
Independence. 

The IMF was apparently wait- 
ing for contingency mea- 
sures to be announced in the 
Budget which Mr Musoko- 
twane would not disclose. 

Among countries to be asked 
to extend the grace period 
for loan repayment is China, 
whose Prime Minister Zhao 
Ziyang is now visiting Zam- 
bia. 

The money owed to China, a 
staggering K594 million in- 
cludes loans for the Zambia- 
Tanzania Railway, (Tazara), 
the Lusaka-Kaoma_ road, 
Serenje-Mansa road and a 
diplomatic radio station. 

According to the 1981 financial 
report the Government owes 
the African Development 
Bank K61.2 million for 
which seven per cent in- 
terest has to be paid. 

The money was for projects 


including telecommunica- 
tions, Zambia Railways, 
Maamba_ Collieries and 


water supply in a number of 
district councils. 


The Arab League is owed 


K12.7 million for unspeci- 
fied projects. 

Canada is owed K120.628 
million mainly for Zambia 
Railways. the Development 
Bank of Zambia and maize 
storage. 

Further debts are owed to 
Denmark for K70 million 
borrowed for Chilanga 
Cement, Cold Storage and 
several others. 

The country owes the Euro- 
pea.: Ecotromic Community 
K25.595 million for loans 
taken for Kawambwa Tea 
Estates. cotton development 
and water schemes. 

But one of the biggest debts 
is due to France’ which 
should be paid K799.5 
million with ten per cent 
interest. 

West Germany is owed K504 
million. 

Other donor countries are 
India, K34.4 million; Iraq 
K30 million; Japan K27.3 
million; The Netherlands 
K83 million; the Soviet 
Union K168 million; Roma- 
nia K6S million; Sweden 


K64 million; Britain K5S9.7 


million; America K289.3 
million. 

Even without the further 
drawing from the IMF 
the Government already 


owes the IMF K43 million. 

Analysts sav negotiations for 
the rescheduling of the 
loans will be a hard battle. 

The devaluation of the Kwacha 
will mean more foreign 
indebtedness—and even a 
harder period of nego- 
tiations —Times Reporter/ 
Zana. 





INDECO ANNOUNCED PRICE INCREASES FOR VARIOUS COMMODITIES 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text | 


CSO: 


3400/630 


PRICES of beer, bath 
soaps, detergents, cook- 
ing oil, margarines, 
sugar and_ stockfeeds 
went up with effect 
from midnight last 
night. 


An Indeco spokesman said 
chibuku beer  has_ been 
increased to 22n a litre, 
larger beer 64n a bottle, 
Sugar at 68n a kilo, cooking 
oil K1.50 for 600ml, marga- 
rines spring cans (100 gram- 
mes) 40n, Ebu soap (135 
gtammes) at 28n and Wendi 
medium 400 grammes K1.05 
retail. Broiler starter mash 
will cost K10.19 a bag. 

The spokesman said the 
prices of these goods had 
gone up because prices of 
these commodities had been 
suppressed for such a long 
time the productive capabi- 
lity of the producing compa- 
nies was being put into grave 
doubt and the security of 
suppy of the commodities to 
the public was threatened 
and subsequently even con- 
tinued employment could not 
be assured. 

Some of the prices are as 
follows: 

Strike medium of 400 
grams will cost K1.0S while 
the imported Dato will cost 
K1.10, large Strike of 1150 
grammes (K2.98). 
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Ten kilogrames of Zam- 
wash will cost K19.50 while 
20 kg will cost K38.50. 


Broiler mash (K10.19); 
broiler starter crumbs 
(K10.19); broiler tinished 


mash (K9.69); broiler finisher 
pellets (K9.69); broiler mash 
(K9.80); broiler crumbs 
(K9.80); broiler concentrates 


(K16.08), Chick mash 
(K8.25); Chick concentrate 
(K13.17); growers mash 
(K6.97}; growers concen- 
trates (K 10.08). 

Intensive layers mash 
(K8.20); intensive layers 
pellets (K8.20); intensive 


layers concentrates (K11.98); 
broiler breeder layers mash 
(K7.90); breeder lavers mash 
(K7.89). 

Cattle feeds have also 
gone up and the ae 
are the prices: — (dry calf 
starter meal) (K8.97); calf 
meal (K/7.88); dairy meal 
(K7.07); dairy concentrate 
1:2 (K9.25); HI calfs energy 
beef meal (K5.93); HI energy 


beet concentrate 3:17 
| ee namco block 
6.77). 


The prices for pig feed: 
are HI creep feed meal 
(K8.43), creep feed pellets 
(K8.43) pig creep feed con- 
centrates 1:2 (K13.84), pig 
finishing meal (K7.57), pig 


finishing concentrate 1:2 
(K10.67). Times Reporter/ 
Zana. 
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PRIME MINISTER, CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER PRAISE PRC AID 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 Jan 83 p 1 


(Excerpt ] 


CSO: 


3400/630 


PRIME Minister Mundia_ has described Chinese 
assistance to Zambia as ‘‘magnificent’’ while Central 
Province Member of the Central Committee Mr 


Samuel Mbilishi feels it is 


The two were speaking 
when visiting Chinese Primier 
Zhao Zivang toured the 
Chinese-built Mulungushi 
Textile mill complex in Kabwe 
yesterday. 

Mr Mundia praised the 
Chinese for their spirit of hard 
work and cited a number of 
projects they had under- 
taken in Zambia such as the 
textile mill complex, the 
multi-million Kwacha Serenje- 
Samfya-Mansa road and the 
Zambia-Tanzania Railway 
line. 

Chinese projects in Zambia 
had made history and had it 
not been for the short time, 
Comrade Zhao would have 
been shown “‘all the maginifi- 
cent projects,” they had 
undertaken in Zambia. 

‘We have been greatly 
honoured with your visit and 
for including us among the 
ten other African countries you 
are visiting. We are also 
happy that you have spent 
more days in Zambia. This is a 
great honour tous.”’ 

Mr Mbilishi said his area 
was grateful that under the 
friendly ties between the two 
countries, Zambia continued 
to enjoy considerable assist- 
ance from China. 


massive’’. 


“I'm happy to say that 
Central Province has in my 
view, the largest share of this 
cake of Chinese technical 
assistance to Zambia.”’ 

The people of Kabwe in 
particular and Central Pro- 
vince in general, were privil- 
ledged to have in the their 
midst such a_ distinguished 
diginitary, ‘‘we are very grate- 
ful,’’ Mr Mbilishi said. 

In his brief remarks, Mr 
Zhao said he and his delega- 
tion felt privileged to visit 
Kabwe—the birth place of 
UNIP and Zambia's Independ- 
ence. He was pleased to see, 
‘‘with our own eyes’’ joint 
efforts being made by Zam- 
bians and their Chinese coun- 
terparts in developing the 
country. 

He described the Mt'u- 
ngushi Textile mill as an 
important project in the Sino- 
Zambia cooperation in the 
economic field. 

Later in Livingstone, Pre- 
mier Zhao called for stronger 
links between Lusaka and 
Peking. 

‘| wish for a continued 
friendship between China and 
Zambia and on behalf of the 
Chinese government, I wish 
again to thank you for accord- 
ing us this welcome.”’ 
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AGRICULTURE MINISTRY ACQUIRES RICE SEEDS SUITABLE FOR NATION 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 10 Jan 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Ministry of 


Agriculture and 
Water Develop- 
ment has acquired 
a variety of rice 
seeds suitable for 
cultivation in va- 
rious parts of the 
country. 


Minister of State for 


Agriculture and 
Water Develop- 
ment Mr Justin 
Mukando said in 
Lusaka yesterday 
that a team of 
Chinese experts 
who have been 
working on rese- 
arch in rice-seed 
varieties at Kafu- 
shi west of Lusaka 
had come up with 
a variety of seeds 
suitable for various 


3400/6 30 


- environmental 


conditions in the 
country. 


Mr Mukandbo “said 


the ministry had 
already supplied 
the seeds to some 
areas in the cou- 
ntry while other 
consignments 
were awaiting dis- 
patch to other 
areas. 


The minister said 


that the new seed 
varieties were 
reported to be 
doing well in 
areas where they 
had been cultiva- 
ted and farmers 


were not complai-° 


ning ‘about their 
performance. 
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Mr Mukando said 


the Ministry of 
Agriculture was 
happy with the 
-yccess the Chi- 
nese experts had 
achieved since 
they were reques- 
ted to embark on 
the research last 

















BENEFITS, DRAWBACKS OF DEVALUATION NOTED 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 10 Jan 83 p 2 


ZAMBIA 


[Text ] TODAY, Monday, the fact of the Kwacha’s devaluation announced on Fri- 
day has sunk in. No-one can pretend that this measure, taken to bale us out 


of our desperate economic trouble, is welcome. 


But it is not the end of 
the world and the sooner 
we come to terms with it 


the better. 

We in Zambia, as people 
elsewhere, dislike devalua- 
tion. From experience we 
know it produces a surge in 
prices which nobody in his 
right mind wants. 

So the first natural reaction 
is a violent rejection and to 
call the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) names — 
capitalist exploiters. running 
dogs of imperialism, Uncle 
Sam’s puppets and a few 
more. 

The, second natural violent 
reaction is to blame the Party 
and its Government for having 
allowed us to sink so deeply 
into the quagmire. For keep- 
ing on to borrow money they 
know they will have to pay 
back with interest; for taking 
expensive delegations abroad, 
maintaining costly embassies 
and high commissions we 
can’t afford; for recruiting ex- 
pensive expatriate staff and 
paying them in foreign cur- 
rency; importing pricey finish- 
ed articles while our producers 
and their work force chew 
their nails idly, for allowing 
too many things to go wrong. 

The third, if we are wise, 
will be less violent: it will be 
to cut out the insults, forget 
that the IMF is based in Wash- 
ington and not in Moscow or 
Peking, to be less critical of 
the ernment, to accept 


that it wants the best for 
Zambia, even if it sometimes 
goes about it in a wrong way, 
and take a careful look at the 
arguments for and against 
devaluation. 

Copper and other mineral 
exports with externally deter- 
mined world prices will earn 
more in Kwacha terms. 

This will make the mines 
more profitable, improve their 
cash flow, enable them to 
keep in production longer and 


thus save jobs. _ 

A return to fitability 
will boost ernment 
revenue through taxation. 
Given the dominant position of 
the mining industry this is a 
very strong argument. 


It is true that a great many 
of the mines’ costs — perhaps 
70 cent — are directly 
or indirectly in f ign ex- 
change. But that would still 
leave the mines in a stronger 
position to pay local costs. 

@ External loans will be 


easier to raise as potential 
lenders will see devaluation 
as evidence of Zambia's 
determination to improve 
balance of payments and thus 
of our ability to service loans. 
@ Many of our neighbours — 
Kenya, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa — have devalued 
recently. Since we have now 
done the same our non- 
mineral exports to these and 
other countries will become 
competitive. 

Devaluation gives help and 
encouragement to this as yet 
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small but vital export sector 
on which our long-term econo- 
mic future undoubtedly 
depends. 

@ More foreign tourists will 
be attracted to Zambia by the 
lower cost of holidays here. 
Conversely. Zambians will 
tend to spend their holidays in 
Zambia, as they will find it 
too expensive to go else- 
where. 

@ The resulting rise in the 
cost of all imported goods will 
discourage imports — we 
hope! — and give the local 
oy a price advantage. 

e use of scarce foreign ex- 
change will be concentrated on 
essentials and import substi- 
tution will be encouraged. 
This will help in creating more 

s. 

@ Government revenues from 
customs duties wil increase 
with the higher Kwacha value 
of imported goods. 

@ Devaluation is an honest 
recognition of the progressive 
decline in the buying power of 
the Kwacha compared to other 
currencies. It should go some 
way. if not the whole way, 
towards correcting this un- 
healthy fall in value which 
obviously could not be allowed 
to go on indefinitely. 

There are, naturally, strong 
arguments against devaluation 
and in our case, since the die 
has been cast, they are now 
purely rhetorical. Still, in the 
interest of balance, it is worth 
to enumerate them: 











@ Essential mining, agricul- 
tural, industrial and construc- 
tion material will have to be 
imported to the same extent 
as before, but at highest cost. 

Production costs in all 
these sectors will rise, and will 
be passed on to the consumers 
in higher prices. 

These will stimulate 
demands for higher wages and 
the resulting increases will 
give a new impetus to the 
prices of local products. The 


effect on the cost of living. 
already high, will be astrono- 
mic. 

@ It will be increasingly 
difficult to attract and retain 
key expatriate personnel, be- 
cause of the increased cost of 
living and the reduced exte- 
nal value of their earnings. 
unless special arrangements 
are made for them. 


CSO: 3400/630 


(This, in the long run, 

might turn out to be a blessing 
in disguise and speed up 
Zambianisation. ) 
@ Good and responsible citi- 
zens who have for years been 
admonished to save for a 
rainy day; who have worked 
hard and have gone without 
little joys and luxuries are the 
saddest victims: after a life- 
time of saving and skimping 
they will not enjoy the fruit of 
their labours. 


Their K1,000 in the bank's 
or post's saving account is 
suddenly worth only K800. 
If a bandit had rifled their 
house and stolen K200, or if 
a housewife had lost K200 at 
the market where her pocket 
was picked it would have the 
same effect as devaluation. 
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@ Obviously the = sharp 
increase in the cost of living is 
not only a major disadvantage. 
it is in many cases a personal 
tragedy. 

That is why is painful and 
unpopular. It is mainly a poll- 
tical disadvantage; while other 
advantages or disadvantages 
are all financial and econo- 
mical. 


In Zambia politics tends to 
carry more weight than econo- 
mics at least in circles that 
play the tune to which the 
nation dances — and this is 
perhaps inevitable in a demo- 
cracy. 


But when considering poli- 
tics we must not overlook the 
very serious effect of the 
massive job losses which 
would follow our failure to 
secure the IMF loan. 














ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


SIDA AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT--The Swedish International Development 
Agency (SIDA) is to give Zambia a grant of more than K1l2 million this year to 
boost agricultural development in the country. Head of development coopera- 
tion office of the agency, Mrs. Brita Ostberg, said in Lusaka yesterday that 
the agency would offer K12,500,000 towards the promotion of the agricultural 
industry. In an interview with ZANA Mrs. Ostberg said the money would be 
spent on integrated rural development, education and extension, co-operative 
movement, survey, seed and research and other areas related to agricultural 
development. On education, she said, the Swedish International Development 
Agency will spend more than K3 million on vocational training, university 
education, education for handicapped, primary education and others. Mrs. 
Ostberg said that the agency would allocate over K3 million on the develop- 
ment of health services, the money will be used on provision of primary 
health centres, training, drug supply, transport, nutrition and planning. 
"Each year, the Swedish International Development Agency holds discussions 
with the Zambian government on the projects to be undertaken during the year 
and later an agreement is reached," she added. SIDA, she said, was helping 
the Zambian Government improve the standards of living of people in rural 
areas, by supporting the development activities taking place in the country. 
Besides giving grants, Mrs. Ostberg said, there were more than 80 Swedish 
personnel working in various sectors in the country giving expert advice to 
the institutions.--ZANA [Text] [Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 


7 Jan 83 p 7] 


WFP EMERGENCY FOOD AID--The World Food Programme (WFP) has agreed to provide 
Zambia with 4,320 metric tonnes of maize as emergency food aid for famine- 
stricken areas in Southern, Eastern and Western provinces. Other commodi- 
ties include 432 metric tonnes of dried skimmed milk and 216 metric tonnes of 
edible oil. The emergency exercise to supply foodstuff to the famine- 
stricken areas will last three months covering 120,000 people in Siavonga, 
Gwembe and Namwala in Southern Province, Petauke, Katete, Chipata and Chadiza 
in Eastern Province, as well as Sesheke and Senanga in Western Province. 

This was announced in Lusaka yesterday by the Acting Minister of Agriculture 
and Water Development, Mr Fitzpatrick Chuula. [Text] [Monrovia DAILY 


OBSERVER in English 8 Jan 83 p 5] 


MORE FOOD IN WESTERN PROVINCE--Western Province is geared to become one of the 
most productive agricultural regions in the country, chairman of the Rural 
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Development Committee, Mr Kapasa Makasa, said in Lusaka yesterday. Speaking 





in his office after a two-day tour of the province, Mr Makasa, who is also 

a member of the Centra! Committee, said there was a marked improvement of 

crop and livestock production in the area, Most impressive was the production 
of cashew-nuts, which, Mr Makasa said, could easily become one of the most 


important for-¢ign exchange earners of the country if the farmers were given 
more encouragement and assistance by the Government. He observed that the 
total production of the crop in 1979 had been 1,496 kg, in 1980 about 2,400 
kg while in 1981 it had risen to 5,600 kg. "Cashew-nuts can earn us a lot 
of foreign exchange in future. The East African countries are doing very 
well and I hope that Zambia will give more support to the farmers," Mr 
Makasa said. He said most villagers, including educational institutions, 
were growing the crop. Mongu district had about 49,000 cashew-nut trees. 
Mr Makasa also said the production of crops such as wheat, cotton, {word 
illegible] and cassava had also increased although the poor rainfalls in 
the area were hampering further progress of the crops. [Excerpt] [Monrovia 


DAILY OBSERVER in English 8 Jan 83 p 3} 


ZIMBABWE MOTORS BUYS LUBRICANTS--A steady flow of Zimbabwean motorists from 
Victoria Falls Town are crossing the border into Livingstone to buy petrol, 
diesel and other motor vehicle lubricants which have become scarce in 
Zimbabwe. According to customs and immigration officers at the Falls check 
point, a growing number of motorists, have been making frequent trips to the 
tourist capital. On arrival, the "visitors" drive straight to filling sta- 
tions to fill up and later go round shopping for essential commodities whose 
haphazard distribution has also caused a shortage in Livingstone. Zimbabwe 
has been facing a serious oil shortage in recent weeks following the sabotage 
of the Beira refinery. The dwindling oil reserves has forced the Zimbabwe 
covernment to take various emergency measures that have fallen short of 
declaring petrol rationing. [as published] [Excerpt] [Monrovia DAILY 


OBSERVER in English 8 Jan 83 p 3] 


ROP WORKERS' STRIKE--The production of cooking oil and detergents have been 
halted following a two-day strike by 200 workers at the ROP plant in Ndola. 
[as published] The strike, which started on Thursday was sparked off by the 
management decision to give employees who play in the Strike Rovers football 
team ten per cent salary increase in addition to seven and-half per cent 
rises negotiated by the National Union of Commercial and Industrial Workers 
(NUCIW) which was awarded to all the workers. Efforts by union officials to 
persuade the strikers to resume work failed and they vowed not to report for 
work on Monday if the problem was not solved. Ndola governor, Mr Alexander 
Kamalondo told the management to put their heads together with the labour 

Mr Kamalondo said ROP was a sensitive 
company as it produced essential goods and could not afford to be at a stand 
still. The workers downed tools while the general manager Mr Constantine 
Chimanja was away in Lusaka to attend to other matters at the Lusaka plant. 
Officials at the company could not discuss details of the strike but Mr 
Chimania was expected to be back by last night. Officials at the Indeco 
head office in Lusaka said they were aware of the strike but had not received 
full details from Ndola. TIMES staff who went to ROP found the plant 
deserted. Only administrative staff who are non unionised were in the 
offices. It is feared there will be a shortage of cooking oil and other 


essential goods as a result of the strike and the situation will deteriorate 
{Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 


officers to resolve the problem. 


if the action was prolonged. [Excerpt ] 
8 Jan 83 p 5] 
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SHORTAGES ‘PRICE OF SUPPORTING FREEDOM,’ SAYS MINISTER 


Harare THE HERALD in English 14 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO 


THE Minister of 
Mines, Cde Maurice 
Nyagumbo, has urged 
the nation to brace 
itself for hard times in 
the face of shortages 
of essential commodi- 


ties. 

Cde Nyagumbo, whv 
was speaking more in his 
capacity as national 
organising secretary of 
ZANU (PF), said on Wed- 


nesday that shortages of 
fuel and other essential 
commodities were the 
handiwork of “enemies”. 

They were the price an 
independent Zimbabwe 
now had to pay because of 
its commitment to support 
the Southern Africa lib- 
eration movements in 
South Africa and 
Namibia. 

“They would need to 


throttle us to get us to go 
down on our knees and 
refuse to support our 
brothers in Namibia and 
South Africa.” 

Zimbabwe, he said, had 
a duty to support the 
cause of the oppressed 
people of Namibia and 
South Africa in the same 
manner as its neighbours, 
Zambia, Mozambique, 
Tanzania, Angola and 
Botswana, did during its 
own struggle for _ in- 
dependence. 

“Think about these 
countries,’ Cde Nyagumbo 
said. “Rampant shortages 
of almost all essential 


3400/640 
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commodities and vears of 
long queues for the few 
available commodities. 
They went through all 
this because of their sup- 
port for our struggle in 
defiance of the encmy.” 


He added: “Now it is 
our turn to ftace_ the 
music. How do we appear 
in the eyes of the African 
continent, being opportun- 
ists? We have just had our 
independence after many 
people in these countries 
suffered for a long time, 
while some of them even 
died supporting our 
struggle to free  our- 
selves.” 

Cde Nyagumbo em- 
phasised that the “enemy” 
was aware of Zimbabwe's 
support ‘ r its brothers in 


South Africa and ' 


Namibia, and was 
therefore determined to 
cripple its economy by 
acts of sabotage and de- 
stabilisation. 


During the _ liberation 
struggle, he said, Zim- 
babwe's enemies had used 
the same tactics on the 
four frontline states. At 
one time, Zambia had had 
to airlift fuel and other 
essential commodities he- 
cause the Rhodesian 
regime had sealed its bor- 
der, cutting off its south- 
ern trade routes. 

“Our people should real- 
ise that these people were 
like ourselves,” he said. 
“We should not tend to 
regard ourselves as ex- 
ceptions who should not 
be involved in any prob- 
lems.” 


ZIMBABWE 
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INCREASING 'REBEL ACTION' DESCRIBED, N'KOMO COMMENTS REPORTED 
Paris LIBERATION in French 6 Jan 83 p 20 
[Article by Jean-Francois Lisee | 


| Text |] Incidents are on the rise in Zimbabwe, 
forcing the prime minister to cope simulta- 
neously with attacks by former N'Komo suppor- 
ters, anti-Marxist Guerrillas from Mozambique, 
and South Africa. 


Several thousand troops and police equipped with 
armored vehicles and supported by helicopters 
and planes, are on the hunt for rebels who have 
initiated the most violent action since inde- 
pendence in the Bulawayo region west of Zim- 
babwe. 


The dissidents, former guerrillas supporting 
Joshua N'Komo, have killed 12 people, including 
one French citizen, and wounded at least 21 more 
in ambushes over the past 2 weeks. They have 
also sabotaged the teleni.one and power lines. 

In his New Year message, Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe promised that "these cold-blooded killers" 
would be executed. 


"The only way to deal with a snake is to cut off its head." 
Zimbabwe's Prime Minister Robert Mugabe does not take insults 
lying down. The "snake" is his brother-enemy from the war of 
liberation, leader of the Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU), 
Joshua N'komo, "the father of Zimbabwe nationalism." 


Hundreds of light artillery fieldpieces, Sam 7 ground-to-air mis- 
Siles, and thousands of automatic weapons were found early last 
year on ZAPU-owned farms. 


The axe has fallen. In February, N'Komo and two ZAPU ministers 
charged with having plotted against Mugabe, "resigned" from his 
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coalition government, Two former venerals in N'Komo's euerrilla 
army, Masuku and Dabengwa, were Locked up. Twenty-tive ZAPU- 
operated farms were seized. 


"Weapons? They're everywhere," charges a ZAPU Leader who preters 
to remain anonymous. "All through the war, people hid them. All 
over the country, Mugabe's ZANU, the whites, and ourselves hid 
them. It's easy now to go out and dig a little and say that any- 
body at all is hiding weapons." 


The government is not the only outfit engaged in digging. After 
N'Komo was fired, several hundred ex-guerrillas deserted the army 
and went over to the maquis in the southwest, the regional home- 
land of N'Komo's Ndebele-Katanga ethnic minority and a ZAPU fief. 
Today there are reportedly several thousand ot them, although 

a majority ot N'Komo's former partisans are still in the national 
army. 


What with raids on tarms -- black- or white-owned -- thefts, and 
murders, more than 600 people have died in the past 10 months 
under fire from the "dissidents." On 23 July, ten foreign tour- 
ists were kidnaped on the road to Victoria Falls. Four of them, 
released shortly after their capture, handed the authorities the 
list of demands their kidnapers gave them: freedom for Masuku, 
Dabengwa, and five more ZAPU leaders, return of the confiscated 
farms, and an end to harassment of N'Komo. There has been no 
word from the six hostages. 


Two days later, a 25-minute fireworks display destroyed eight Hun- 
ter fighter-bombers, tour Hawk fighter planes, and a Lynx heli- 
copter on the ground. That meant 90 percent of the country's 
airborne firepower going up in smoke. The four brand-new Hawks, 
bought in England for $19 million, had been delivered only 9% 
days earlier. A white member of Parliament and three high-rank- 
ing Air Force whites were arrested on charges of sabotage. 


Two thousand soldiers spent 2 months in a bootless sweep of the 
southwest region looking for six foreign tourists (two Americans, 
two Britons, and 2 Australians). The government is offering a 
$10,000 reward for information leading to their whereabouts. 

More than 420 alleged dissidents have been arrested, and two of 
them have been hanged, "and that's only the beginning," pledges 
Interior Minister Herbert Ushewokume. The government is merely 
upgrading its security arrangements, but it cannot yet contain 
the "Rebellion," which continues to spread. 


Joshua N'kKomo, an astonishingly corpulent man, obviously scorns 
any hint at complicity with the "dissidents," and counters such 
charges with accusations of brutality on the part of government 
forces against N'Debele civilians in their hunt for dissidents. 
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"They don't care who they arrest," he charges: "They pick up 
kids whose only crime is that they are the same age as the dis- 
sidents. And then they torture them -- and nobody can stop them." 
[Ihe authorities threaten to cut oft food supplies to N'Debele vil- 
lages suspected of harboring the dissidents. Support from the 
local population? Henri Hamadziripi, tormerly a dissident mem- 
ber ot the ZAPU directorate, does not accept the "tish in the 
water" theory for one minute: "There you are, alone with your 
wite and your children on your farm, and the guerrillas are armed. 
You have no choice at all. Of course, the police can bother you. 
But if you let on that there are partisans there -- well, you 
wind up dead. So..." 


Mugabe, who belongs to the majority Shona ethnic group, is certain 
that ZAPU is running out of steam. "They'll lose at least half 
their 20 seats in the 1985 elections, because people in general 

are very angry about the guerrilla war." 


Nothing could be less certain. "If N'Komo is arrested, come and 
see what happens in the streets here," claims Kevin, a taxi-dri- 
ver in Bulawayo, the Ndebele capital in the southwest. "We are 
all hoping that N'Komo gets back into power, because if Mugabe 
stays in there, nobody knows what will happen. People here are 
poor and hungry, farmers are having a rough time, people are get- 
ting arrested -- it just can't go on." 


At the other end of the country, along the Mozambique border, there 


are other guerrillas on the move. The National Resistance Move- 
ment (MNR), with support from South Africa, names the socialist 
vovernment ot Mozambique as its prime target, but has made repea- 
ted incursions into eastern Zimbabwe. One ot its favorite tar- 
gets is the pipeline that carries most of the country's gasoline 
trom the Mozambique port of Harare to the capital of Zimbabwe. 
Continual sabotage of the pipeline and the recent destruction of 
the Beira tank farm are causing long lines in front of the gas 
pumps in Harare, which routinely hang out their "Sorry, no petrol" 
banners. 


In addition to these tensions, there are disturbing rumblings from 
South Africa along the border. Security Minister Emmerson Munan- 
eagwa says, in this connection that the white government in Pre- 
toria is training anti-Mugabe troops at four bases located near 
the common Mozambique-South Africa-Zimbabwe border. One of these 
bases, according to the minister, is reserved for (again!) former 
ZAPU guerrilas, two more quondam black "auxiliary torces" set up 
by the short-lived Prime Minister Abel Muzorewa during the twi- 
light of the Smith era, and yet another base is reportedly ear- 
marked tor "men specially recruited in Zimbabwe" by the South 


Atricans. 
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Harare relies on eyewitness accounts from deserters passing through 
these camps, but the press has never been allowed to meet with 
them, and no independent source has been able to confirm the char- 
ges. The threat is none the less real for all that: last August 
the Zimbabwean army intercepted a regular South African army unit 
on its own territory, and killed three of the intruders. Pretoria 
seems to enjoy keeping its neighbor to the north oft-balance, if 
only to reassure its own white citizenry. 


The pressures building up on all three of these fronts form a syn- 
ergy toward one end: by keeping Harare on a war footing, they pre- 
vent its government's devoting its full attention to economic and 
social development, and thus tend to guaran ee the failure of the 
Mugabe experiment. 


ol? 2 
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ZANU(PF) SHAKE-UP CREATES HARARE PROVINCE 


Harare THE HERALD in English 14 Jan 83 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ZIMBABWE 


ZANU (PF) has decided to make Harare a province of its own in an 
organisational shake-up caused by “‘inefliciency” in the Mashonaland East 


Province. 


The party's National 
Organising Secretary, Cde 
Maurice Nyagumbo, an- 
nounced on Wednesday 
that the Central Commit- 
tee of ZANU (PF) had 
accepted the recommenda- 
tion by the executive 
committee for the prov- 
ince to make the split. 

Cde Nyagumbo, who is 
also the Minister of 
Mines said March 31 1983, 
had been set as the dead- 
line for the completion of 
the party's restructuring 
exercise in ali eight prov- 
inces, 

By that time, he em- 
phasised, ali elections 
either at cell, branch, dis- 
trict or provincial level 
must have beem conduc- 
ted with office bearers 
confirmed in their posts. 

Cde Nyagumbo's an- 
nouncement came amid 
repérts that the party's 
Mashonaland East  Pro- 
vince which takes in the 
capital, Harare, and some 
Surrounding communal 
areas, had run into ad- 
ministrative problems. 

Confirming this, he said 


that the Centra] Commit- 
tee thought the province 
had shown inefficiency in 
its organisation. 

“It failed to organise 
four important functions,” 
he said. “One was the 
fund-raising function 
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which was supposed to 
have been held at Seke. 


“In fact it was held at 
Seke’s Chibuku Stadium 
on December 11 1982, but 
was very poorly attended 
and mostly by children.” 

He said the sparse at- 
tendance of this function 
could not be justified be- 
cause of the dense popula- 
tion im the area, “This 
then shows the _ineffi- 
ciency in the machinery 
of the provincial organt- 
sation.” 

Another display of in- 
efficiency was the failure 
of the province to organise 
a good turn-out at a rally 
addressed by the Prime 
Minister at Mbare’s Ru- 
faro Stadium on Decem- 
ber 18 last year. 

Matters came to a head, 
he said, when Ethidpian 
President Colonel Men- 
gistu paid a_ five-day 
State visit to Zimbabwe, 
just before Christmas. 

“Hardly any choir came 
to the airport to welcome 
him, let alone _ people. 
Buses were sent to pick 
up people but they came 
back empty and no one 
lined the streets to wel- 
come Cde Mengistu.”’ 

Cde Nyagumbo added 
that when the provincial 
officials failed to organise 
a good turn-out for Cde 
Mengistu’s departure, it 
was then that the party's 
Central Committee con- 
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demned this “inefficiency” 
and decided that the pro- 
vincial executive should 
be dissolved amd he re- 
placed by an interim com- 
mittee which had to be 
appointed by the party's 
top body. 

“However, a compromise 
Was reached after a long 
discussions and a decision 
passeq by the Central 
Committee that Harare, 
being the capital, a cos- 
mopolitan city with df- 
ferent groups of peope, 
hag to be a province of 
its own, separate frcm 


Mashonaland East as 
guch.” 

Cde Nyagumbo said he 
had advised the provincia] 
executive of the decision, 
and it had asked to meet 
the party’s president, Cde 
Mugabe, 

At the meeting an 
agreement wis reached 
that “in the meantime” 
provincial executive would 
remain intact but work 
together with the party’s 
Commissariat in demar- 


Province. 
Only after completion of 


the exercise d the re- 
structuring of the party 
both in rare and Ma- 


shonaland East be em- 
barked upon with fresh 
elections being held in the 
two separate provinces, 














IMPROVED TRADE OUTLOOK REPORTED 


Harare THE HERALD in English 13 Jan 83 p l 


[Article by Lynda Loxton] 


[Text ] 


ZIMBABWE’S trading 
partners are set for a 
year of growing trade 
links with this coun- 
try within the con- 
straints imposed by 


the world recession. 


This emerged from a 
eurvey of some embassies 
and high cornmissions in 
Harare to find out what 
plans there were to in- 
crease trade with Zim- 
babwe. 


Many trade rep- 
resentatives said they 
hoped the contacts slowly 
and carefully cultivated 
since independence would 
vield results on a broad 
front this year. 

Becauge of this coun- 
try’s pre-independence 
isolation, local business- 
men have tended to stick 
to traditional markets. 

The Government has, 
however, urged them to 
consider new markets and 
trade representatives 
from many non-traditional 
trading partners said they 
were pulling out all stops 
to improve their relatively 
poor trade figures over 
the last few years. 

Norway, for example, 
will take part in the Bula- 
wavo Trade Fair for the 
first time this year. It 
hopes this, together with 
the feelers put out by 
about 25 Norwegian com- 
panies during recent visits 
to Zimbabwe, will boost 
trade hetween the two 
countries. 


RESULTS 


& “constant stream” of 
Bwedish businessmen 
visited Zimbabwe last 

ear and Mr Bo 

eineback, the Swedish 
Ambassador, hopes’ the 
contacts made will) lead to 
concrete results this year. 

“All countries are going 
to get out of the reces- 
sion, and the worst thing 
they could do now is stop 
trading,” he sald. 

The Australian High 
Commission will hold a 
briefing seminar in 
Harare next week for 
delegates from _ several 
African countries about a 
display of African pro- 
ducts to be held in Mel- 
hourne at the end of May. 

The high commission 
w | also hold a larger 
seminar On export mark- 
eting on January 24 and 
will again take part in the 
Trade Fair. 

France is considering 
buying more tobacco from 
Zimbabwe and has already 
started buying coffee. It 
is also negotiating a 
minerals - for - raw - ma- 
terials barter deal. 

Cuba’s links with Zim- 
babwe have so far con- 
centrated on cultural ex- 
changes, but it hopes to 
provide technical as- 


_ sistance this year and is 


exploring the possibility 
of trade ties. The latter 
might be difficult because 
of the great similarity in 
the goods produced by the 
two countries. 

In 1980, Austria was 
the only Middle European 
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country to take part In 
the Trade Fair and since 
then has seen its volume 
of trade (imports and ex- 
ports) with Zimbabwe 
grow from $3 million to 
about $25 million — mak- 
ing this country its second 
biggest trading partner in 
Africa. 


The ambassador, Dr 
Alexander Otto, described 
Zimbabwe as a “good and 
solid supplier’ of com- 
modities and said Austria 
hoped to establish closer 
co-operation with Zim- 
babwe particularly in the 
field of iron and steel. It 
was already involved in 
the electrification of the 
railways. 


British businessmen 
continued to regard Zim- 
babwe as a good market 
but were unlikely to in- 
vest in the country until 
the world economic situa- 
tion improves, said Mr 
Kevin Cullen, First Se- 
cretary (Commercial) at 
the British High Com- 
mission. 


Trade between the two 
countries had been in- 
creasing steadily since in- 
dependence and last year 
UK businessmen ap- 
pointed agents and started 
chasing public sector con- 
tracts. 


In return, the UK Trade 
Agency would continue 
helping Zimbabwean ex- 
porters find markets 
abroad. 

Zimbabwe will this year 
for the first time send an 
official delegation to the 














leipzig Trade Fair and 
the German Democratic 


Republic's commercial 
counsellor in Harare, Mr 
Helmut Kindler, hopes 
this wil! make local 


businessmen more aware 
of the potential for trade 
with his country. 

The GDR's trade with 
Zimbabwe did not reflect 
the possibilities that 
existed on both sides. This 
was largely beCause Zim- 
bahbweans knew little or 
nothing about the country, 
were reluctant to switch 
from their traditional con- 
tacts abroad and, when 


they did express an inter- 
est, were sometimes un- 
able to get the necessary 
import aljocationg to buy 
GDR goods. 


At the moment, the 
GDR only bought tobacco 
from Zimbabwe but it was 
interested in buying maize 
and minerals. In return, it 
would like to sell heavy 


machinery and provide 
technical assistanve in the 
establishment of co-opera- 
tives and training centres. 

The United States com- 
mercial attache. Mr Kurt 
Gross, reported that Zim- 
babweans seemed to know 
little about the scope of 
American business and he 
hoped to start publishing 
a trade bulletin later this 
year. 

A delegation from the 
American Textiles 
Machinery Manufacturers 
Association will visit 
Bulawayo later this month 
and other trade missions 
interested in power and 
water resources are ex- 
pected later this year. 
The US exhibition at the 
Trade Fair will concen- 
trate on alternative 
sources of energy. 


IMPROVED 


The world recession and 
a transport and 


com- 


munications bottleneck 
prevented Nigeria realis- 
ing the “smooth and mas- 
sive trading’ envisaged 
with Zimbahwe when the 
bilateral trade agreement 
was signed hy the two 
countries last year said 
Mr M. M. Toluhi, Nigerias 
High Commissioner to 
Zimbabwe 


But he hoped the bottle- 
neck would goon be 
eliminated. When the air 
Services agreement  be- 
tween the two countries 
went into operation, 
husinessrnen would be 
more mobile, and com- 
munications would be im- 
proved by his govern- 
ment’s decision to release 
two of its London 
telecommunications cir- 
cuits to link Harare, 
Lusaka and Nairobi with 
the rest of the world. 























MORE PRAGMATIC MINING POLICY ADVOCATED 


Harare THE HERALD in English 13 Jan 83 p 3 


[Article by Arthur Siwel: 


[Text ] 


THE closure of Em- 
press Nickel Mine and 
the general recession 
in the mining industry 
requires a _ hetter 
understanding of the 
underlying economics 
of commodity markets 
if Zimbabwe is to 
weather the storm 
successfully. 


1 would like to propose 
certain tenets which are 
fundamental in mineral 
markets in particular: 


(2) Commodity prices are 
determined by world 
market forces. While 
bilateral contracts can 
be concluded at prices 
that are not the same 
as the daily world price 
quotations, the trend 
over time. however, is to 
link contract prices to 
the commodity exchange 
prices. 

(b) Export receipts al- 
most always reflect the 
market situation Net 
benefits to the ex- 
porting country. how- 
ever, are a_ée different 
story, aad there is room 
for improvement in 
Zimbabwe. 

(c) Recovery of the world 
economy does not neces- 
sarily imply good times 
for Zimbabwe's mining 
industry. Che in- 
dustrialised importers 
of our minerals must 
enjoy positive growth 


rates in those sectors 

using our exports if we 

are to benefit. 

I would like to deal with 
each item separately 


COMPLICATION 


It is very apparent now 
that the demand for our 
copper, tin, ferrochrome 
etc., and the prices paid 
for them depends on 
worldwide economic 
growth, particularily in the 
industrialised countries. 
The demand picture, how- 
ever. is rather com- 
plicated. A country like 
Japan for instance may 
import Zimbabwe refined 
capper if the building and 
electrical industries zrow, 
or there is an increase in 
the demand for consumer 
durables with a copper 
content. 

The amount of copper 
purchased will also depend 
on the current price, but 
this is of minimum im- 
portance. What is of great 
‘mportance is the impact 
of expected future prices 
on the level of desired 
stocks. If Japan felt 
future prices were likelv 
to be higher (because of a 
shortage or worldwide in- 
flation) then they would 
“desire” to hold an even 
larger level of stocks in 


relation to norm] con- 
‘sumption 
EMBARGO 


The result of course its 
to bring about the very 
same high prices’ they 
were anticipating. De- 
mand and prices are thus 
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"Which Way for Mineral Exports?"] 


determined simultaneous- 
ly. An example of just 
such a case was the 
1972-74 high commodity 
prices which were induced 
by the oil embargo. Im- 
porting countries like 
Japan held an unusually 
large level of stocks, sen- 
ding prices even higher. 

What goes up must 
come down, however. and 
when the impact of the 
embargo subsided the ‘‘de- 
sired” stocks suddenly be- 
came “undesirable”, con- 
sumers used them up first 
before placing new orders, 
and there was a down- 
ward pressure on hoth 
current and expected 
prices in 1975. This prin- 
ciple exposes the myth 
that in the long run pro- 
ducers can prop market 
prices up by buying the 
excess stocks. 

It makes no difference 
who holds the undesired 
stocks; just the fact that 
they exist tell consumers 
that supplies are plentiful 
and they can therefore re- 
duce their own inven- 
tories, Producers can onlv 
prop prices in a sagging 
market by collectively not 
producing bevond a_ de- 
signated amount. 


The importance of price 
expectations in determining 
current purchases and 
future prices makes it ini- 
perative for Zimbabwe to 
have its own research 
capability. This would per- 
mit a more _~ sensible 
analysis of what is hap- 
pening on world markets 
and help the Minerals 

















Murketing Corporation 
(MMC) to formulate an 
efficient marketing 
strategy 


This is essential since 
most mineral exports are 
sold on a_ contractual 
basis. The gprices thus 
negotiated have to try to 
guarantee a normal profit 
and optimal] capacity de- 
velopment. For the coun- 
try to take advantage of 
sudden upward surges in 
world prices (as during a 
world crisis for example! 
a bold approach may have 
to be made. 

One such way would he 
for for the Minerals 
Marketing Corporation to 
take positions on the 
futures market ag a hed- 
ger. This would permit 
forward selling or offset- 
ting contracts, etc. This 
also) =6requires the ap- 
propriate skills which are 
in any case vital if the 
MMC is not to be simply a 
policing agent 


On the marketing side. 
therefore, one would ex- 
pect the MMC to have 
research capability with 
regards to economic 
trends im the developed 
countries, current and ex- 
pected price trends (as re- 
flected on futures mark- 
ets), the relationship he- 
tween these prices and 
world stock levels. 

To link the world prices 
to production levels. how- 
ever, is an entirely dif- 
ferent matter. Minerals 
are an exhaustible 
resource. As far as the 
country is concerned op- 
timal exploitation of these 
resources requires the 
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retention of the maximurn 
value of output in Zim- 
babwe, given the need for 
fmported inputs 


This is almost the same 
as profit maximisation ex- 
cept for the inclusion of 
employment of domestic 
resources in the objective 
In Latin America, this is 
known as the “returned 
value’ concept. In Zim- 
babwe the diversitied in- 
dustria! ba.e should allow 
for thig maximisation of 
returned value as part of 
the programme of cost 
maximisation, and no con- 
fict Sheuld_=— exist 
therefore between state 
goals and the private sec- 
tor in this regard. 


The problem is that 


‘maximisation of profit 


conflicts with returned 
value in the short run 
when the industry is in a 
recession. Profit 
maximisation over time 
often results in what !s 
known as the “bang-hang 
solution’ -— each time 
prices exceed costs the in- 
dustry would operate at 
ful] capacitv; once there is 
a loss the tendency is to 
close down. There is no 
intermediate solution, and 
mines operate on a 
caretaker basi. during a 
recession only because to 
totally shut down would 
result im a permanent 
closure. 


The Government on the 
other hand would prefer 
to see production (and 
sales) continue at A 


higher level because of 
foreign exchange earnings 
and employment con- 
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siderations. There is thus 
room for hargaining he- 
tween the Government 
and the industry, again 
with the MMC as the 
proper venicle 


In the long term the 
concept of profit 
maximisation would dic- 
tate at fc: production to 
be positive then the “net” 
price (market price |: is 
production costs) would 
continue to increase at the 
social rate of discount. 
But whose social rate of 
discount, and whose net 
price” The answer to that 
is eact individual pro- 
ducers countrv’s own con- 
cept of net price and s0o- 
cial rate of discount 

r Zimbabwe wants to 
pre ve the resources as 
resource, for future gen- 
erations then the social 
rate of discount will be 
very low, thus forcing ex- 
pansion of mining capa- 
City to be slow, If, on the 
other hand, ‘he philosophy 
were to be: ‘Let us dig it 
all up and invest it in 
higher vielding  In- 
vestment,” then the dis- 
count rate would be very 
high. At the current real 
rates of imterest§ (the 
money rates less the rate 
of inflation) which are 
negative. the nolicy seems 
lo he one of leaving the 
resources in the ground 


Given the need for 
foreign exchange the 
country ma. have to reas- 
sess its mining policv i a 
more pragmatic fashion 
when the world situation 
improves if capacitv °x- 
pansion is to occur 
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MINERAL MARKETING CORPORATION AWAITS PRESIDENTIAL GO-AHEAD 


Harare THE HERALD in English 13 Jan 83 p 1 


[Article by Keith Atkinson] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Mineral Marketing Corporation 
has filled all its key positions and is 
ready to start trading as soon as it 
receives the Presidential go-ahead. 


Sources in the mining industry said 
that the crucial sales posts had been 
taken up by experienced staff. 

One of the benefitg of the contro- 
versial corporation will be its stated aim 
of finding new markets for Zimbabwean 
minerals — a function of great import- 
ance at a time of depressed mineral 
demand. 


The MMC will be able to deal autho- 
ritatively on a government-to-govern- 
ment basis, particularly with friendly 
socialist countries. 


One incentive to trade with the 
MMC rather than individual mining 
companies will be its ability to market 
greater volumes of each mineral, 

A bone of contention has been the 
provision in the Act ope er cor- 

y hold 


an assurance has been given 
that it is not the intention to hold on 
to the money, and all steps will be 
taken to prevent unnecessary delays in 
getting payment to the companies. 
One mining man said that at best 
the MMC could help ailing mines with 
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subsidies, and at worst just be a drain 
on their resources. 


Both of these points have been re 
futed as the corporation has no inten- 
tion of becoming a subsidising body. 

The commission to be charged by the 
MMC has not yet been fixed, but it will 
be only enough to cover expenses. 

And in general the attitude to the 
MMC has become more relaxed, and be. 
cause of the personalities involved the 
mining houses are prepared to trust 


its actions. 

It ig believeq that it will act in a 
normal commercial fashion and is not 
just another taxing body. 

The liability of the MMC goes as 
far as the lega) liability of an agent, 
which has oever included responsibility 
~ the shortcomings of the goods them- 
selves. 

On the internationa. scene the initial 
fear has been dispelled and a source 
said: “Buyers know that we need them 
and that we wil] play ball.” 

It ig expected that the MMC will 
make a few mistakes in the early days 
but the aim is to provide a better ser- 
vice than presently exists, and due té 
economies of scale both the transport 
and the selling of Zimbabwe's minerals 
should be improved. 

In the long term a nucleus of Zim- 
babweans wil] be trained to sell over- 
seas, and not just to act as agents for 
the minerals. 
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OFFICIAL STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF LABOR RELATIONS BILL 
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THE ULabour Relations 
Bill ig probably the most 
im t piece of loegis- 
lation to come before 
Parliament since indepen- 
dence. 

This ie the view of Mr 
Michael Britten, chairman 
of the National Commer- 
cial Employers’ Associa- 
tion. 

He told Business Herald 
that contact between his 
association and the Minis- 
try of Labour had im- 
proveg during 1982, and 
with discussions on the 
Labour Bill stil] to be 
completed, he hoped this 
trend would continue. 

In the association's 
comments to the Govern- 
ment, it had restricted 
itself to practical matters, 
rather than criticising the 
underlying political and 
socia] reasoning. 

NCEAZ wag concerned 
about the sweeping powers 
to be held by the minis- 
ter, and the suggested 
widening of workers’ com- 
mittee activities to the 
point of overlapping with 
the trade unions. 

Other worrying points 
were the proposal which 
amounts to compulsory 
trade union membership, 
and that the Bill deals 
almost exclusively with 
the rights of employees 
and obligations of em- 
ployers, but not vice versa. 

Mr Britten said: “I am 
eure given sufficient 
time and goodwill from 
both sides, compromises 


can be reached but the 
process must not be 
rushed.” 

Since its formation in 
July NCEAZ has grown 
from strength to strength, 
and to avoid confusion 
has taken over labour and 
manpower matters from 
the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce of Zim- 
babwe. 

It has introduced a 
regular newsletter which 
provides legal opinion on 
labour matters, details of 
new legislation and expert 
advice 

It is also developing 4 
training programme, in- 
cluding courses for wor- 
ke’s committees, the 
“nutg and bolts” of run- 
ning a smaH business and 
employees’ orientation to 
business. 

It is hoped to run the 
courses in the outlying 
areas and make use of 
video teaching. 

Mr Britten saiq that the 

association had a legal 
fund that could be used 
to help members pay legal 
costs when they were con- 
testing a matter of prin- 
ciple that affected § all 
employers. 
@ Employers do not have 
to submit a return on the 
manpower levy by 
January 15 as regulations 
concerning this levy are 
to be re-gazetted, said Mr 
Britten. They should wait 
until they receive the levy 
forms and an explanatory 
sheet before making their 
returns, 
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BACK TO SCHOOL FIGURES REPORTED 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


an interview tiast 
month, the Minister of Edu- 
cation and Culture, Dr 
Dzingai Mutumbuka, said 
more than 2,5 million 


Last year there were al- 
mos¢ 1,94 million prim- 
ary schoolchildren. For 
the second year rupning, 
Grade One enrolments are 
expected to drop. 

About 100000 were ex- 
pected to enrol) this year 
compared to #11000 last 
year ad almost 430000 
in 1981, The higher enrol- 
ments were due to schools 
closing in the war and 
children catching up. 

The total secondary 
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school enrolment ie expec- cation policy continues to 
ted to rise by about a = take effect. 
taird, to more than 340 000, Below are the tables of 
with 180 000 of these chil- enrolments for last year 
dren t2 Form One, as the and those expected for 
preseng Govermment’s edu- this year. 
Primary Schools 

Grade Last year This year 
One 411 000 400 000 
Two 429 000 411 000 
Three _ $40 100 429 000 
Four 228 000 340 000 
Five 187 000 228 000 
Six 167 000 187 000 
Sevea 152 000 167 000 

Total 1 935 000 2 162 000 

(Pigeres reunded off te nearest 1 000) 
Secondary Schools 

Form Last year This year 
One __ 95 000 130 000 
Two . 83 000 95 000 
Three . meenechinie 26 000 80 000 
Four .. ‘niviahitehiastmetechientie 16 000 26 000 
Lower Six intinitinensiditn 4000 6 000 
Upper Six 2 000 4 000 

Tot 2 224 000 841 000 
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GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE HIRING OF EX-COMBATANTS 
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[Article by Sheila White] 


[Text ] 


employ ex-combatants. 

Interviewed by the Herald this week. the Minister of Labour and Social 
Services, Cde Kumbirai Kangai, spoke of a “‘fairly sizeable number” of such 
employers who did not want to fill vacant posts with former guerillas. He told 
them the Government could not tolerate this as it was against national 
reconciliation. 


“There have been cases 
where these former libera- 
tion fighters have been 
offered jobs, but when 
their employers discovered 
that they were ex- 
combatants the offers have 


been withdrawn,” Cde 
Kangai said. 
The falling crime rate 


throughout most of Zimba- 
bwe indicated that most of 
the more than 25000 de- 
mobilised ex-combatants 
had adjusted well to 
civilian life. 
“Unemployment among 
these men and women is 
still a problem, but most 
of thei have adjusted 
well. But many employers 
have still not adjusted. 
“If my ministry hears 
of cases where employers 
have refused to offer jobs 
to these people, strong 
action will be taken 
against them. We cannot 
tolerate this attitude, 
which is opposed to the 
policy of reconciliation.” 
The $185 a month 
demobilisation pay _ the 
former fighters received 
should not be considered 
a pension or a grant. 
“This money is merely 
to tide these men and 
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women over from military 
to civilian life. In return 
we expect them to make 
an effort towards con- 
tinuing their education, 
forming co-operatives or 
finding themselves em- 
ployment,” Cde Kangai 
said 


Demobilised ex - com- 
batants coulq apply for 
advance payments to start 


projects, the maximum 
for each being $2 400. 
“We sre encouraging 


former combatants to set 
up poultry, farming and 
mining co-operatives.” 

On the problem of job 
opportunities for the dis- 
abled, Cde Kangai said 
that in 1980 there had 
heen 5000 disableq ex- 
combatants on the labour 
market. 

“Now there are only 
300, and slowly these men 
and women. too, are being 
absorbed into fobs. Gene- 
rally speaking, the bust- 
ness community have 
been extremely helpful 
about fitting these dis- 
ahled people into fobs.” 

The new §$7,5 million 
rehabilitation centre at 
Ruwa, which was due to 
be completed in July this 


year, was already opera- 
tional. 

“We are now looking 
into a way in which we 
shall be able to co-ordin- 
ate all the rehabilitation 
facilities in this country. 

“When our budget 
allows, we will introduce 
regiona] training  pro- 
grammes for disabled 
people, the majority of 
whom live im the rural 
areas. 

“These programmes will 
ensure that disabled 
people are rehabilitated 
and provided with shel- 
tered worksho in their 
own communal areas, so 
they will be able to con- 
tinue living with their 
families.” 

Asked whether rehabili- 
tation centres such as 
Jairos Jiri or St Giles 
would continue to receive 
Government assistance 
once the new Ruwa centre 
became fully operational, 
the minister stressed that 
there would be oo jnter- 
ference or change in the 
role of existing centres. 

“Not only will there be 
no interference with their 
affairs, but we hope the 
new centre wil] work 
closely and in conjunction 
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THE Government is to crack down on all employers who refuse to 


with such places as St 
Giles. 

“Where organisations 
alding disabled people 
need help, the Government 
will provide that help.” 

Instances of blind people 
being refused banking 
facilities had recently been 
reporteg to him and were 
being investigated, Cde 
Kangai said. 

“Some blind people who 
are earning good money in 
employment have attempt- 
ed to open bank accounts 
but have been. refused 
permission to do so by 
bank tellers. This is wrong 
and must be stopped.” 

The Department of Soc- 
ial Services was now 
working on a plan to co- 
ordinate existing services 
for the disabled to stream- 
line them and eradicate 


duplication. 
“IT am not altogether 
happy about what my 


ministry is doing towards 
helping disabled people, 
because we do Not have 
the necessary resources, 

“Without these _ re- 
sources we are not able 
to do all that we would 
like to, bu¢ our efforts are 
in the right places within 
our limited resources,” 
said Cde Kangai. 
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THE Government has stopped all ptivate contractors from building 


local authority houses — except flats and other multi-storey homes 
— to make way for the effective use of building brigades, the 


Minister of Housing, Cde Simbarashe 


yesterday. 

This will affect all projects in which the Government takes part but does 
not involve private organisations and individuals who may want to build, 
extend or renovate their property and houses with their own funds, he said. 


Cde Mumbengegwi told 
the Herald in an interview 
that the move was taken 
to speed up the building 
of houses to reduce the 
costs in both urban and 
rural residential areas. 


construction of 


the only way we can make 


decent accommodation 
available to the majority 
of the people. 


“Private contractors, or 
groups of skilled artisans, 
who team up together to 
build other people's houses 
have no place in the con- 
struction of houses. I; is 
clear that they do so with 
a profit motive and not to 
serve a need as the bri- 
gades do,” he said. 

Bu contractors 
would now be engaged only 
“to lay the basic infra- 


structure this means 
that they will 4o the roads, 
sewerage systems and 


prepare the storm-water 
drainage schemes’. 

They would also be 

ble for the build- 

ing of blocks of flats and 

other multi-storey houses. 


“We have informed them 
well in time and have pro- 
vided for those who have 
already started their con- 
tracts to finish them. I 
hope that by now they are 
winding up these and 
brigades will move in as 
soon as possible,” said the 
minister. 

“There is no distincton 
between small and large 
contractors and therefore 
the ruling applieg to all.” 

Asked how the brigades 
would operate in the ur- 
ban, perl-urban and rural 
areas to accomplish this 
demanding task and how 
the Government would 
be involved in ijimplemen- 
tation of the national pro- 
gramme, Cde Mumbenge- 
gwi said: “In the urban 
areas, the Government 
will work with the local 
authority to ensure that 
people with the right 
qualifications are taken 
into a building brigade. 
This will have a_ fixed 
number of professional 
and unskilled people who 
will work io respective 
council] departments in- 
volved with th construc- 
tion works In that area.” 


Once that is established, 
th. loca! authority would 
take over the administra- 
tion and management of 
the building brigades. 
“The Government will 
then play a supervisory 
role in seeing that work js 
up to the required stand- 
ards and that projects are 
being implemented.” 

Under the urban hous- 

ing programme, said the 
minister, three types of 
building brigades would 
be set up: 
@ Some would produce 
the building materials. 
This included bricks and 
concrete blocks, windows, 
doors, frames, glass and 
many other products: 


@ Some would build 
houses and in this group 
there would be builders, 
carpenters electricians 
and some unskilled people; 


@ Others would be tasked 
with upgrading and reno- 
vating existing houses. 
The minister said urban 
councils were no longer 
submitting their bids for 
housing programmes dur- 
ing a particular financial 
year. They would now 
submit their housing back- 
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Mumbengegwi, 


said 


log and plans to the Gov- 
ernment and funds would 
be allocated according tc 
a particular phase of th: 
council’s plan. 

“We decided to do this 
because some _ council: 
were so Inefficient in the! 
programmes __ that we 
found, at the end of each 
financia] year, that there 
was money unused becaus: 
by council had nothing to 


“With the new system, “ 
council] which proves to be 
progressing through hard 
work and efficiency wil! 
benefit more from. the 
Government.” 

On the national housing 
policy in the rural areas. 
the minister said because 
of the present conditions. 
which show a 100 percent 
housing backlog, the fol- 
lowing changes have been 
planned: 

@ District councils wou'd 
have to persuade the 
people to be resettled 
within their communal 
lands so that a properly 
planned pattern of settle- 
ment and housing develop- 
ment could be undertaken; 














@ The operation of build- 
ing brigades would be ad- 
ministered by the Govern- 
ment until councils were 
experienced and able to 
run the scheme: 

@ The Government would 
provide all the building 
materials while the people 
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provided free labour and 
moulded bricks; 

All the district councils 
had to discourage people 
from building houses just 
anvwhere in .heir areas. 

The minister suid the 
Government would not 
build houses in a council 


area umti! the people had 
agreed with the new plan 
“Once the people agree 
to he resettied within their 
areas, each village will he 


required to choose a site 
for a properly planned 
housing scheme The 


various families will then 
he given stands at least 








one acre in size, for a 
nouse 

“The site will then he 
surveyed bv Government 
experts and tay-outs will 
he prepared ‘At the sare 
time. people would start 


to mould bricks and pre- 
pare for the building of 
their houses.” 








AGRICULTURE MINISTER ON EXPORTS, EFFECTS OF DROUGHT 
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THERE was ‘‘not a chance’ that 
Zimbabwe could be the bread- 
basket for the eight other Southern 
African Development Coor- 
dinating Conference countries 
(SADCC) said the Minister of 
Agriculture, Senator Denis Nor- 
man, last week. 

The Minister was laying it on the 
line in a wide-ranging interview 
published in the latest edition of 
Modern Farming magazine. 

He said: ‘‘At the moment the 
present population (of SADCC 
countries) is about 52 million peo- 
ple. By 1990 it is going to be ap- 
proximately 75 million. There’s 
not a chance that this country is 
going to be able to provide the 
food for that kind of population.”’ 

He thought the correct line was 
to assist SADCC countries to im- 
prove their own internal produc- 
tion to build up food security 
stocks. But, he said: ‘‘Some of 
them will never make it — for 
climatic reasons, for population 
reasons, and so on. | don’t think 
they'll ever be self-sufficient in 
food.”’ 

Zimbabwe now was trying to 
**enthuse interest’ for greater pro- 
duction in the SADCC countries, 
rather than see them sit back and 
rely on Zimbabwe being the main 
supplier of food, he said. 

These countries were looking to 
Zimbabwe for direction. But 
Senator Norman stressed that they 
needed more than land, farmers 
and water to produce food. They 
had to have the back-up services. 

If there was no structure of this 


kind it was very difficult to know 
where to start pumping in technical 
knowledge, expertise, or exchange 
of personnel, he commented. 
**My advice to them is to con- 
centrate on improving services in 


research, extension, veterinary, 
and marketing facilities. In some 
countries there are no marketing 
facilities — or finance; the kind of 
services we have in Zimbabwe and 
which work.’’ 

Referring to Zimbabwe itself, 
where the population is expected to 
double by the end of the century, 
the Minister said bluntly: ‘* We will 
have to double food production by 
1990. We can’t wait until the end 
of the century. If one takes the 
record over the last two years, if 
one looks at the consumer demand 
for food, it varies between 18,5% 
and 35% depending on the com- 
modities.”’ 

The graph would continue up- 
wards and the population would 
continue to grow, he said; ‘‘and we 
will have to double our food pro- 
duction by the end of the 1990s.”’ 

He believed this could be done. 
The,500 000 tonnes of maize from 
the communal areas this year was a 
great achievement. Next year it 
was anticipated that those areas 
would contribute roughly 60% of 
the cotton crop. 


300% INCREASE 


The Minister also said he was 
looking at ‘‘something like a 300% 
increase’’ in the sunflower seed 
crop, and added that the ministry 
was putting in a new hybrid seed. 

‘*We will be announcing a price. 
It (sunflower seed) is becoming a 
controlled product on April 1, 
which is another source of revenue 
for the communal farmers. This is 
where I see the biggest improve- 
ment taking place in the communal 
areas. Don't forget that they're sit- 
ting on 41% of the land in this 
country and we've got to get that 
sector to grow.”’ 
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He believed that the commercial 
sector would also continue to 
grow. But at this stage he said the 
resettlement area situation was 
unknown to him and he did not 
know what production could be 
expected there. 

Touching on the subject of food 
subsidies, some of which were 
recently reduced or removed by the 
Government, Minister Norman 
said: ‘‘] don’t think that if we 
removed subsidies altogether the 
effect on the cost of living would 
be all that dramatic.”’ 

His own calculation was that to 
meet the increased cost of living 
following the removal of subsidies, 
Zimbabwe would have to have an 
increase in the minimum wage of 
**somewhere in the region of 9% to 
L0% . - 

That would give some idea of 
the amount that might be needed 
to make the consumer no worse off 
than at present. He said that was 
admittedly a very simple argu- 
ment. ‘‘But it is a problem that we 
will have to bend our minds to, 
because the amount going into 
food subsidies could be spent on 
other programmes such as educa- 
tion, health or development which 
would be of benefit to a far larger 
community.”’ 

He said subsidies did not benefit 
the whole population, and par- 
ticularly not the subsistence 
farmers. 

On the serious effects of the 
1982 drought and the ‘‘ worsening’’ 
security situation, Minister Nor- 
man said that Matabeleland had, 
unfortunately, been on the receiv- 
ing end of both the setbacks. 
Otherwise 1982 had actually turn- 
ed out to be a fairly reasonable 
year for farming. 














He said 
drought 


, however, 
[I think that 


that Matabeleland 
our estimates of 


had lost a 
a total 


cattle will prove to have been correct." 
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In monetary terms alone that 
was between $30 and $35 million, 
an ‘‘enormous amount of money’”’ 
to lose for the small-scale cattle 
sector in Matabeleland. The 
Minister added that commercial 
cattle farmers had not been af- 
fected to the same degree because 
they were not over-stocked when 
the drought struck. Their recovery, 
therefore, would be far quicker. 

A number of females had also 
been moved into Mashonaland and 
that had given a greater impetus to 
breeding in this part of the coun 
try. So despite the losses he did not 
think the setback was serious. 

‘Possibly we have lost one-and- 
a-half years or so in our building- 
up programme.”’ 

The Minister said that the 
drought, which had been the worst 
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Matabeleland had experienced 
since 1947, had sparked off a 
“‘tremendous water-drilling pro 
gramme.’’ Without it he did not 
think we would have had the thrust 
and drive which was going into the 
water programme. 

**So out of every ill wind there is 

some good. We're reaping some 
benefit from the drought, terrible 
though it has been." 
Modern Farmer quoted Senator 
Norman as saying he expected to 
see an upturn in foreign-aid pro- 
grammes coming to fruition in 
1983. Many were now under 
discussion. 

Referring to the present season 
and the hot, dry weather he said: 
“Hopefully, the rains are about to 
return. But we could be heading 


lot of 
loss of 


cattle. "During the 


some 200 O00 head of 


for a mid-season drought in 
January. I sincerely hope not, but 
that could have a severe effect on 
our ability to preduce.”’ 

His message for the farming 
community in 1983 was: 

“If we can follow what we have 
been doing for the last few years, if 
we can stick to our task of getting 
greater productivity per unit, then 
I believe that the farmers’ con- . 
tribution to Zimbabwe will 
possibly be recorded in history as 
the greatest contribution from any 
sector of this country. 

**We have had two record years. 
These are signs of success. If we 
can continue along these lines, 
then | have nothing to fear for 
cither the farming community or 
Zimbabwe itself.’’ 
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ZIMBABWE'S manufacturing 
sector output fell 2% during the 
first nine months of last year, com- 
pared with the same period during 
1981; and with September's output 
6% below that of September, 
1981, this indicates that the down- 
ward trend is likely to continue and 
may accelerate over the next few 
months. 

According to the quarterly 
Executive Guide of the RAL 
Merchant Bank, the downturn in 
the manufacturing sector can be 
attributed to reductions in foreign- 
currency allocations, interest-rate 
increases that have caused 
financial costs to rise, and a fall in 
productivity. 

Increased labour costs, 
combined with price controls and 
the loss of export markets caused 


by the high value of the Zimbabwe 
dollar, and the depressed state of 
foreign markets, are also to blame 

‘The worst hit industry is wood 
and furniture, where output during 
the nine months fell to 83% of the 
previous year’s level,’ the guide 
reported. 

“The decline in private building 
work, particularly _ residential 
buildings, the fall in the demand 
for furniture, and the shift from 
wooden pack aging to 
containerisation have caused the 
demand for timber products to fall 
over the last 12 months. 

“Stocks of finished goods have 
been increased under market 
conditions which would normally 
bring about a decrease, and 
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available cash has thus been tied 
up in abnormally high stocks 
causing a serious drain on financial 
resources,’’ the report said. 

The volume of output of the 
metals and metal products industry 
fell by an average of 14% during 
the first nine months of last year, 
compared with the same period in 
1981. 


Prospects in this industry, which 
represents 30% of the output of 
the manufacturing sector and 
employs 40 000 workers or 25% of 
all employees in the manufacturing 
sector, reversed suddenly in 
February last year after the 
minimum wage increases and have 
continued to decline since then. 

The RAL guide said the 25% 
increase in the price of Zisco steel 
further aggravated the situation, 
and by Septembe;, output had 
fallen to 75% of the previous 
September's output level. 

The RAL report said the current 
recession was likely to worsen this 
year unless domestic and 
international developments could 
correct the situation. 

“‘The manufacturing sector’s 
potential contribution to future 
growth is still considerable and it 
sets Zimbabwe apart from most 
other African countries. 

‘‘However, the skills base on 
which it depends and its financial 
resources are under threat in the 
current circumstances and urgent 
measures are needed to mobilise 
them before there are further 
losses,’’ the report concluded. 
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FACED with what may be one of the country’s most difficult 
years, the business community may be forgiven for its present 
mood of dismay and despair. Yet, it is true that it is an ill wind 
indeed that does not blow to someone’s benefit. 

The year ahead will not be easy, and this is a perception that is 
equally shared by politicians, businessmen, and workers. This con- 
census is unusual, and arises from a growing objectivity and appre- 
ciation of the realities that the world, and this country, face during 
the present recession. 

There is, particularly in Government circles, a greater sense of 
reality, brought home, undoubtedly, by the brute force of econo- 
mics. The outright calls for cooperation between business and 
Government which have come from ministers, and even the 
Government-controlled press, echo the comment columns of this 
paper over the last two years. 

That what was thinly-veiled confrontation has been replaced by 
cooperation is to be greatly welcomed. It is a more desirable and 
productive relationship than that which formerly existed. 

Zimbabwe will need to foster cooperation between all its econo- 
mic sectors to come through 1983 with the minimum damage to its 
ability to capitalise on the resurgence in world industrial and 
commercial activity which must, inevitably, come. 

The country will also need to cooperate with those international 
fiscal organisations such as the IMF, if the finance to bridge the 
gap is to be made available. The conditions of such cooperation 
are often onerous for the country receiving assistance, but in the 
interests of continuing economic health some bitter medicine must 
often be swallowed. 

Cooperation with South Africa which has a political system 
which is abhorrent to Zimbabweans must also continue. The two 
countries are major trading partners, a reality no amount of poli- 
tical ideology can remove. The Zimbabwe Goverment’s task is to 
ensure the well-being of its own people, and if, in ensuring this, 
contact with political opposites is necessary then this must be 
borne sioically, in the interest of the greater need. 


Certainly, some consultation might serve to reduce the dange- 
rous increase in tensions between the two countries which have 
become evident in the last six months. 

Also, at this particular time, with the petrol supply situation 
having reached a desperate state, should the Zimbabwe — 
South Africa trade cooperation not be extended to include fuel. 
Seach a move would not breach any moral or ideoiogical prin- 
ciples, but would ensure that the economic — and adverse psycho- 
logical — effects of the shortage could be mitigated. 
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The present mood of cooperation, regardless of the influences 
which have brought it into being, should be encouraged and 
nurtured. Honest appreciations of differences of approach need 


not inhibit policies which are to the mutual advantage of Gov- 
ernment and business. 


If this can be expanded during the coming year then, however . 
difficult conditions become, there will be some profit in it for 
Zimbabwe. 
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THr Zimbabwe National 
Traditional Healers’ § As- 
sociation (Zinatha) for- 
med oor after jn- 
dependence has set up 90 
districts with 304 
branches and has 16500 
members, the association's 
president, Professor Gor- 
don Chavunduka, has said. 

During its second year 
Zinatha “registered mem- 
ber and established a 
research centre for herbal 
medicines”, 

Last year the main pro- 
jects were the setting up 
of a hol fo. traditional 
medicine and offices for 
the association. So far 
nine offices had been et 
up in the main centres of 
Bulawayo, Gweru, 
Zvishavane, Masvingo, 
Zaka, Mutare, Harare and 
Chiredzi. 

Zinatha had obtained 
Government recognition 
when Parliament passed 
the Traditional Medical 
Practitioners’ Act, Prof. 
Chavunduka said. 

Asked what he thought 
Zinatha had = achieved 
since its formation, he 
said: 

“In the past, traditional 
medicine Wag not shared 
because there was no mu- 
tual confidence among the 
practitioners. 

“Each kept his or her 
secrets. But Zinatha has 
now generated confidence 
anc trust with the resuit 
that traditional medicine 
will be improved and for 
the first time it can be 
studied and recorded for 
the benefit of society.” 

Zinatha is open to her- 
Jalists, spirit mediums 
and “those who thro 
bones by Way of diag- 
nosis,” he said. 
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Asked whether he be- 
lieved in the “diagnosis” 
of those who threw bon-s, 
Prof. Chavunduka said: 

“Yes, IT have found that 
in the majority of cases 
what the practitioner :. ys 
after throwing bones” is 
true, 

“ter all in medicine it 
is the result which js im- 
portant, 

“My attitude js that if 
someone is cured, the 
question of whether the 
method used Wa; scien- 
tific or not becomes ir- 
relevant.” 

A major problem now 
overcome, faced the as- 
sociation on formation: 
the reluctance of medical 
practitioners with 
Western orientation to as- 
sociate, work with, or 
recognise traditional 
healers as colleagues ip 
the field of medicine. 

‘The situation has now 
improved, [I have addres- 
sed many doctors and told 
them that Western 
medicine is only one 
system among many. 

“They were too narrow 
und sectarian in their ap- 
proach to medicine. 

“Zinatha believes it has 
helped them to broaden 
their medical horizons.” 

Zinat’ . established five 
clinics ist year, one in 
Bolayaiyo and four’ in 
Harare, to provide “our 
students with centres for 
practical training and for 
members of the public to 
came for treatment”, 

Prot. Chavunduka be- 
lieved that students 
trained at these centres 
would make “very good 
future health workers”. 

This year, Prof 
Chavunduka said, Zinatha 
would establish a medical 
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council in terms of the 
Government Act of 1981. 
This would be the higher 
body tor traditional 
medicine, and would sup- 
ervise the general ac- 
tivities of traditional 


It would be on par with 
the existing Medical, Den- 
tal and Allied Pro- 
fessions Council, which 
cealt mainly with Western 
medicine. 

The association would 
also begin practical co- 
operation with Western 
medical practitioners, 
With joint seminars and 
the exchange of patients, 
he said. 

Regarding the funding of 
the association, Prot, 
Chavunduka said that at 
present this came from 
members’ joining fees of 
$20 and an annual subs- 
cription of $2. 

“But in the near future 
we will approach the 
Govezament io allocate ws 
part of the medical bud- 
get. 

“About 80 percent of 
the people in this country 
consult traditional healers 
at one stage or another of 
their iliness. 

“In maternity and child 
care the percentage is 
even higher, about 90 per- 
cent of babies are de- 
livered by traditional mid- 
wives.” 

For these reasons, 
Zinatha believed the 
Government had fo help 
the traditional healers 
financially. 

The association was 
now receiving patients 
from the United States 
and other African cotn- 
tries, Prot, Chavuanduka 
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BRIEFS 


SPLINTER UNIONS WARNED--"Zimbabwe's splinter unions have had two glorious 
years of wrangling over leadership and it is now time for them to merge," 
the ZCTU's publicity and information secretary, Cde Eiphegio Soko, said 
yesterday. In a stern warning to the splinter unions to resolve their dif- 
ferences at once and come together, Cde Soko said that unless they merged 
before the ZCTU congress in the second half of 1983 they would not be allowed 
to take part. There were still six unions that had not merged. "Employees 
are losing a lot while their leaders wrangle over who should head them. They 
have had two good years to sort out their problems and cannot expect the 
ZCTU to sympathise with them. This is out, we are giving them sufficient 
time to negotiate." If the present situation continued the ZCTU might be 
forced to call elections to decide the leadership of unions that had not 
merged. ''The ZCTU is not going to sit by idly." If by the time the new 
Labour Bill came into effect the unions still remained splintered, the 
employers could refuse to recognise them, resulting in the workers suffer- 
ing more. The congress would review the organisation's activities in the 
past two years as well as mapping out the ZCTU's strategy and policies and 
workers’ education in a socialist environment. It was also the intention of 
the ZCTU to ensure that a system was devised to enable each of the country's 
eight provinces to nominate and choose a worker of the year, who would be 
honoured on May Day each year. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 


14 Jan 83 p 3] 


BADEA OFFICIAL VISITS--The private sector in Zimbabwe is essential to sustain 
the country's economic momentum, the president of the Arab Bank for Economic 
Development in Africa (Badea), Dr Chedly Ayari, said this week. At a news 
conference in Harare, he said Zimbabwe had a better developed and more 
diversified economy than most countries in Africa. But the country had 

much to do if it was to play a leading role, both politically and economi- 
cally, in SADCC. "Our aim is to help Zimbabwe to grow economically strong, 
and if she is to become the Kuwait of Southern Africa, she should work harder 
this year and in the following years. Zimbabweans should work as a united 
people." Arab assistance to non-Arab African countries was very high and 
compared favourably with developed countries' aid. The Arabs, however, 

did not dictate what projects African countries should develop but left it 

to them to decide, said Dr Ayari. Badea was the official financial institu- 
tion created and funded by Arab governments to assist economic development 

in non-Arab Africa and so strengthen ties of friendship and solidarity 
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between Arabs and Africans. The bank was established in January 1975 and 
Started operating that year, with its headquarters in Khartoum, the capital 
of Sudan. bBadea mainly provided loans on concessional terms for specified 
projects in any of the 40 African countries which were members of the OAU. 
[Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 14 Jan 83 p 4] 


TRADE WITH CHINA--China is keen to build up its trade links with Zimbabwe, 
reports Cde Wu Ming-Sui, commercial secretary at the Chinese Embassv in 
Harare. "Since we have very good political relations with Zimbabwe, we 
would also like to help the Zimbabwean economy," he said. To date, trade 
between the two countries has been minimal except in 1981 when China bought 
tobacco worth about $20 million from Zimbabwe because drought had affected 
its own crop. Last year small trial orders of Chinese diesel engines, hand 
tools, stationery, padlocks and pigments arrived in Zimbabwe. Cde Wu said 
China quite understood that it would take time for local businessmen to 
familiarise themselves with what it could offer and establish the necessary 
trade links. China has already taken part in the Bulawayo Trade Fair and 
would like to see Zimbabwean importers and exporters attend its twice- 
yearly Guangzhou Trade Fair. The fair is held in April and October. China 
was also considering the possibility of buying certain minerals and commodi- 
ties from Zimbabwe, he said. Mr Roger Riddell, chief economist for the 
Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries recently visited China and told 
BUSINESS HERALD that China was interested in buying sugar, maize and cotton 
from Zimbabwe provided that it could get a guaranteed supply over a number 
of years. There was very good potential for joint ventures with Chinese com- 
panies in the field of machinery, machine tools and electronic equipment. 
[Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 13 Jan 83 p 1] 


BANDITRY HITS GOLD MINING--Bulawayo. The rise in the price of gold wiil 
boost Zimbabwe's goldmining industry, but the advantage will not be felt in 
Matabeleland unless security improves. This is the view of the provincial 
mining commissioner, Mr David Pomeroy. The gold price was fixed at US$490,50 
an ounce on the London market on Tuesday morning. In Zimbabwe as a whole 
the higher gold price should have a favourable effect on the goldmining 
industry, said Mr Pomeroy. But "speaking for this district, the overall 
effect will not be felt until there is a general improvement in the security 
situation". Individual mines in Matabeleland had been forced to close 
through dissident activities and many mines had ost valuable machinery in 
raids by bandits. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 14 Jan 83 p 3] 


YOUTH LEADERS SEMINAR--Officers in the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Recre- 
ation are being equipped with new methods of implementing the ministry's 
objectives, the Deputy Minister of Youth Sport and Recreation, Cde George 
Rutarhire, has said. Opening a Youth Guidance and Counselling seminar in 
Harare on Monday, Cde Rutanhire said: "This is most important in the sense 
that you are being equipped here with knowledge and skills which will enable 
you to organise seminars for yourselves and the youth brigades among which 
you work. Your course covers a broad range of subjects which should equip 
you with skills to identify the needs of young people in your areas and hence 
to seek solutions, thus helping the community at large." Cde Rutanhire said 
he hoped the officers realised the importance of counselling, especially 
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where young people were involved, and urged them to grasp and absorb whatever 
they were taught at the training centre. "Young people are more vulnerable 
or susceptible to mischief, crime or misdirection, yet if given proper 
guidance, they can develop into responsible citizens capable of defending 

and running the country after us. "But in trying to solve the wider problems 
of youth, you should realise the importance of liaising with other relevant 
Government departments in your areas," he said. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD 
in English 12 Jan 83 p 4] 


PAWO OFFICIAL VISITS--Zimbabwe's independence proved that no external powers 
could withstand the determination of Africans to liberate themselves, says 

the general secretary of the Pan-African Women's Organisation, Cde Fathia 
Bettahar. Addressing anews conference in Harare yesterday, Cde Bettahar, 

who is based in Algiers, said Zimbabwe's independence was a sign of the sub- 
sequent total liberation of Africa. "Pawo is particularly proud of Zimbabwe's 
independence because the women were fighting side by side with their men until 
final victory. Zimbabwe's victory is Africa's victory and also the victory 

of all the women of Africa," she said. Cde Bettahar is on a four-day visit 

to Zimbabwe at the invitation of the Ministry of Community Development and 
Women's Affairs. She said her organisation sympathised with the oppressed 
people of Namibia and South Africa and appealed for the release of all the 
"innocent and revolutionary" prisoners on Robben Island. "We strongly 

support the struggle against apartheid and racism in Namibia and Namibia 

must be liberated under the United Nations Security Council Resolution 435." 
Pawo categorically rejected any manoeuvre aimed at stalling Namibia's inde- 
pendence. Cde Bettahar appealed to all heads of African states to consider 
the OAU crisis seriously, to discuss the problems and to conserve the 

"greatly needed" organisation. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 


12 Jan 83 p 7] 


BRICK EQUIPMENT--The Government has put out a tender for 96 machines to make 
concrete blocks or bricks and for all the associated equipment needed. The 
tender calls for 96 concrete-block/brickmaking machines, 96 pan mixers, 

192 moulds, 432 trolleys and 96 motor generators to drive the brickmaking 
machines. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 14 Jan 83 p 1] 


EXPORT ORDERS---Two local companies recently secured export orders worth more 
than half a million dollars from Malawi, making a promising start to a year 
in which exports will assume greater importance to Zimbabwe's economy than 
ever before. The orders were landed by Dunlop Zimbabwe, which is to provide 
$500 000 worth of tyres and tubes to the Malawi Government, and the Open 

Top Packing Division of Metal Box Central Africa for $48 000 worth of cans 
for a Malawian canning firm and oil company. Under Dunlop's contract, 
secured in the face of international competition from the Far East, the 
company will provide a wide range of tyres required by the Malawi Government. 
Commenting on the company's success in securing the order, the marketing 
director, tyres, Mr Bill Robertson, said: "This is a very encouraging start 
to our 1983 export drive, which is intended to earn more foreign currency 
than ever before". Metal box's export order was in two parts. The first 
valued at $32 000, was for 280 000 open-top cans which have been purchased 

by the Admarc Canning Company at Mulanje, and will be mainly used for packing 
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fruit. The second order was for the Oil Company of Malawi, for 152 000 
open-top 500 ml oil cans valued at $16 200. Both orders were exported during 
December and have been transported to Malawi by road. Mr Mike Dormer, 

Sales manager for Open Top Packaging Division said: "Our competitive posi- 
tion in export markets has improved remarkably as a result of devaluation 

and we will not be found wanting in exploiting the advantage." [Text] 
(|Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 7 Jan 83 p 1] 


COOPERATIVE MILL--The Guruve Pamberi Group Farmers’ Cooperating grinding 
mill starts operating on Saturday, the secretary, Cde Enias Maramba, said 
yesterday. Cde Maramba, who was in Harare to collect parts missing from 
the mill, said it would be based at Mahuwe at the foot of the Zambezi 
escarpment. The grinding mill will bethe only one in working order in the 
Zambezi Valley. There is another at Chief Chapoto's village near the 
Zimbabwe-Mozambique-Zambia border along the Zambezi River, but it has been 
idle for some time. Last week,members of the co-operative told the HERALD 
that the grinding mill project was likely to be shelved indefinitely 
because the system for carrying around ground meal to the bags and the 
exhaust pipes went missing when the mill was being delivered. [as pub- 
lished] Cde Maramba said the co-operative was grateful "to all those that 
had made it possible for the mill to be able to begin working on Saturday." 
he manufacturers, Stewarts and Lloyds, replaced the parts for free after 
reading of the problem in the HERALD. A Harare man had offered his car to 
transport the missing sections to the area. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in 


English 12 Jan 83 p 1] 


TEA INDUSTRY--Although labour costs in Zimbabwe's tea industryare higher than 
in any other major producing country, the average tea yield per hectare for 
the country as a whole is the best in the world. According to figures in the 
recently published 1982 annual report of the Tanganda Tea Company, the average 
wage for tea workers here of 142 pence per day is double that of Kenya, 

where the next highest wages are paid, and nearly five times as high as that 
of Malawi, where average daily wages are just 31 pence. Labour costs in the 
local tea industry now account for over 50% of production costs, following 

a 250% rise in wages since 1980. The Tanganda report shows however that 
balanced with these high labour costs Zimbabwe's average tea yield last 

year was 2 130 kg per hectare, the highest of all major tea producers. 
Zimbagwe's average yield was some 200 kg per hectare more than that of its 
nearest rival, Malawi, and more than three times higher than that of major 
tea producer, Sri Lanka, where the yield averaged 868 kg per hectare last 
year. The yield from the Tanganda tea estates was even higher than the 
national average, at nearly 3 000 kg per hectare. In his review contained 

in the annual report, Tanganda chairman Mr JRT Moxon reported that the 
estates’ production rose by 7% last year, and operating profit before 
interest rose by 11% to $1 946 000. After-tax profit for the group was up 
more than $200 000 at $1 259 000. Mr Moxon warned that wage rises, coupled 
with increased production costs, could push the company's overall costs up 

by 23% in the coming year. He predicted that the profit of the company's 
agricultural division would be maintained at last year's level, as prices on 
the world tea markets have shown a recent improvement. [Text] [Harare THE 


HERALD in English 7 Jan 83 p 1] 
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CZI DEVELOPS TRADE--The New Zealand government is keen to see New Zealand's 
overall trade with developing countries increase, says the Confederation of 
Zimbabwe Industries. Realising that most developing countries do not have 
trade representatives in New Zealand, which makes it difficult for them to 
promote their products on that market, the New Zealand government has 
established a Developing Countries Liaison Unit (DCLU). The CZI said that 
the address to which members should write is available from the CZI Trade 
Promotion Department. The bulletin also advised members that CZI has been 
notified by the Zimbabwe Government that the country has accepted an invita- 
tion to participate inthe Leipzig Spring Fair. This important fair runs from 
March 13 to 19 and is aimed at machinery and consumer goods manufacturers. 
Zimbabwe will be exhibiting such products as tobacco, maize, cotton, coffee, 
raw and semi-processed hides and skins, ferrochrome, nickel and copper. 
Members interested in participating in this fair should contact the CZI 

Trade Promotion Department in the first instance. CBI, an agency of the 
Netherlands government, also invites private companies and government organi- 
sations to participate in various Dutch trade fairs. Marketing and financial 
assistance would be provided. Two trade fairs scheduled for September are 
Interdecor '83, for home and household textiles, including curtaining and 
furnishing fabrics, carpets, linen, blankets, cushion covers and towels; 

and the Furniture Fair '83 for finished wooden and rattan (cane) furniture. 
Both will take place in Utrecht. The deadline for applications is four months 
ahead of the opening fair date. [Text] [Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in 


English 7 Jan 83 p 5] 


RADIO ALARM SYSTEMS--Harare.--White farmers in Zimbabwe's troubled 
Matabeleland are rearming and reactivating their Rhodesian war radio alarm 
systems for protection against rebels, a newspaper said yesterday. The 
SUNDAY MAIL reported the Government was licensing and giving back to the 
province's farmers automatic weapons handed in during a disarmament campaign 
last year. The farmers were reconnecting and modernising their "agricalert" 
radio alarm system linking farms with each other and with the security forces. 
It was last used to counter terrorist attacks in the Rhodesian civil war 
preceding independence in 1980. More than 100 people, including 15 Whites, 
have been killed in a year-long wave of violence blamed by the Government on 
disaffected former terrorists loyal to the Matabeleland-based Opposition 
party of Mr Joshua Nkomo. The MAIL said the decision to rearm the farmers 
was taken when the Commercial Farmers' Union met Government security and 
military chiefs earlier this month. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 17 Jan 83 p 8] 
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